
YOUNG AND EMERGING ARTS 2022
Each year ADFAS Yarra provides a variety of grants to young and emerging artists, made possible by the support 
of Special Interest sessions, excursions and generous member donations. Awards go to both individuals and 
small groups covering a range of art practices, including production and technical support. Grants also spread 
the word about ADFAS Yarra more broadly in the community. The 2022 awards covered music, artists with a 
disability, ethnic weavers, painters, living support for a university art student and art conservation. The total 
amount awarded was just shy of $10,000.

1. Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM)
Grant: $1,000
ANAM is a national classical music performance training 
facility, with students from across Australia and New 
Zealand and the only professional performance-train-
ing institute of its kind in Australia, and one of few in the 
world.
The ADFAS Yarra prize for the “Outstanding Program in 
an ANAM Recital”  was awarded to French horn musician 
Nicola Robinson. Earlier in the year, the members of the 
ADFAS Yarra Committee enjoyed an ANAM concert at 
the beautiful St Kilda Town Hall.

2. Arts Project Australia.(APA) Grant: $1,500
Arts Project Australia supports artists with intellectual 
disabilities, promotes their work and advocates for their 
inclusion in contemporary art practice. Arts Project artists 
are included in both public and private collections. 
The APA studio in Northcote is attended weekly by 
more than 140 artists with an intellectual disability, 
who are able to develop their own practice, while 
supported by professional staff artists. The grant went 
to ‘Ugly/Beautiful’, a solo exhibition of photographic 
work by mixed-media artist Mark Smith. His work was 
programmed in PHOTO2022, the 2nd International 
Festival of Photography, hosted by Photo Australia (29 
April – 22 May 2022).

3. Australian Tapestry Workshop(ATW) Grant: $1,490
The ‘Karen Tapestry Weaving Workshop’ provided weaving demonstra-
tions and talks at the ATW with the Karen weavers, in conjunction with 
the ATW exhibition ‘Full Circle: Karen Tapestry Weavers’. The exhibition 
show-cased brightly coloured geometric tapestries by the weavers, who 
are refugees from an ethnic minority group from Myanmar. The workshop 
aimed to increase public engagement with their work, as well as providing 
them with a platform to share their cultural heritage through weaving.

4. 2022 FLOAT Inc. Grant: $2,000
Following our initial 2021 FLOAT Inc. grant, artist Otto Macpherson will 
live and work on FLOAT (on Lake Tyers/Bung Yarnda) for 3 weeks, with an 
option to return for another week later, and to present his final work 
at Iceworks Studio, Lakes Entrance.

He will work and kayak from his base on FLOAT, to develop his 
current techniques in charcoal, while observing the world around 
him on Lake Tyers.
The FLOAT environment is conducive to total immersion in the artist’s 
work and the subsequent ‘Artist’s Dinner’, will offer an appreciative 
and supportive audience, building the young artist’s confidence.
FLOAT is committed to supporting young and emerging artists who are
changing the creative landscape for East Gippsland.

Above right: ANAM musicians present: ‘Across mountains & Valleys’, 
conducted by world-renowned virtuoso, Lawrence Power. 
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5. Melbourne Conservatorium of Music(MCM), University of Melbourne, Concerto-Aria Competition.
Grant: $1800
Under the auspices of the Faculty of Fine Arts and Music, the Concerto-Aria Competition is open to all currently 
enrolled MCM students. Each area nominates one, two or three candidates. New University requirements 
regarding the threshold prize amount, now precludes ADFAS Yarra from being able to present a prize in our 
name.  In the past, students have had to provide for their own accompanists. This year, the grant covers the cost 
of an accompanist for each competitor. The Committee feels this change now benefits all the competitors and 
is in the spirit of our encouragement of young artists.

6. Patricia Robertson Fund. Grant:$1000
Each year ADFAS Yarra donates to this fund, 
named in honour of a long serving chair 
of ADFAS, who recognized that financial 
support would make a meaningful difference 
to the vital art of conservation. The money 
donated is used for the conservation of 
Australian cultural materials and the training 
of young conservators.

7. Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT). Grant:$1000
ADFAS Yarra awards will be presented to two graduating students who have developed the most outstanding 
painting/drawing practice during their Master of Fine Art course. All the students are emerging artists, and 
the award acknowledges excellence, while supporting them to develop new artworks. Each award is valued at 
$500. The winner were Alex Kynaston and Okhee Choi.

8. University College, University of Melbourne. Grant: $1,500
The UC Scholarship Program recognizes 
excellence in the student cohort and supports 
a student who requires, or would benefit from, 
financial assistance. The ADFAS Yarra scholarship 
is allocated to a student undertaking training or 
study in the field of fine arts, assisting them in 
offsetting the costs of living at University College. 
Previously it was only awarded to students 
studying dance at the Victorian College of the 
Arts. In expanding the scope of this scholarship, 
more students can be considered and supported.
Due to Covid disruptions, the 2021 grant, also of 
$1500, was presented this year. The recipient was 

Ruby Dawson, who is in 2nd year of a Bachelor Fine Arts (Visual) at the Victorian College of the Arts. Ruby comes 
from a farming background and has shown leadership qualities in initiating a design competition within her 
student group. She has already produced a book for children and hopes to continue writing as a career. She 
also enjoys weaving.

9. CRAFT Vic: Also due to Covid lockdowns, the CRAFT Vic 2021 ADFAS
Yarra Encouragement award, was presented in April to Aunty Beverley 
Meldrum, an Indigenous artist who was born in South Australia and 
moved to the Mornington Peninsula thirty years ago. Beverley is an 
emerging artist who enjoys working with a wide variety of mediums 
including ceramics, timber, stone and kelp. Her winning piece of 
jewellery highlights the unique forms of dried kelp.

After the devastating floods in Lismore, $200 was sent to the Lismore 
Art Gallery Restoration Fund.

Suzanne Katz
Young and Emerging Arts Coordinator
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Above: The dried kelp necklace and handmade
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