
Digital Lectures 
Launceston ADFAS is exploring the possibility of 
screening two digital lectures in 2023. Members will 
be notified if and when these will be available. 

In 2023 Launceston ADFAS will deliver 

an exciting program of superbly 

illustrated lectures on a diverse range 

of topics within the arts and related 

disciplines: It will include: 

• 6 face-to-face Lectures from 

International Lecturers, and  

• 3 face-to-face lectures from 

Australian Lecturers  

Lectures delivered @ 6.15 pm  

@ Sir Raymond Ferrall Lecture Theatre    

@ The University of Tasmania’s Newnham 

campus, Launceston.  

Lectures followed by light refreshments 

 

To join or renew your membership with 

Launceston ADFAS, please complete the  

2023 Membership form.  

Membership cost is $140.00 

There is no joining fee.  

Visitors are welcome to attend 3 lectures per year. 

for a fee of $30.00 per lecture. 

Payment by EFT: BSB 633-000 Acc. No: 162475040       

EFT Reference: YOUR NAME  

Payment by cheque: Payable to ADFAS Launceston Inc.  

ADFAS Launceston Inc. PO Box 445 Launceston TAS 

7250  

For further information email: 
Launceston@adfas.org.au 

Launceston ADFAS  
Bringing the arts to life                    

Launceston 2023  

Lecture Program         
ADFAS Launceston ABN:  16 630 263 813 : est.2007              —
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Half Interest Days (Venues  TBA)  

19 April      An Ottoman Odyssey  

Branding the Empire               Dr Susan Scollay  

This lecture traces the Ottoman arrival in Anatolia and 
their architectural imprint in their first capital in Bursa. 
It then charts the Ottoman expansion into the Balkans 
where Edirne became their next capital, site of the 
distinctive palace commenced by Murad II and com-

pleted by Mehmet II, even as 
he was setting out to establish 
Istanbul as the Ottomans third 
and last capital.  

Cleaning the Empire       
     Dr Susan Aykut   

A visit to the Turkish bath or 
hamam is on the itinerary of 
most present-day travellers to 
Turkey, as it once was for 
travellers in the past. It is a 
place that evokes all that is 

exotic and erotic about the East and it has excited 
Western interest for centuries. This lecture explores 
both the representation of the Turkish bath in the 
West, and its historical and social relevance in Ottoman 
Islamic culture. 

4 October                                 
Art inspired by Wine            
John Ericson  
The drinking of wine and the 
collecting of antiques are, for 
many, among the most pleasur-
able of pursuits. As more 
people take an informed 
interest in wine, there has been 
a corresponding increase in 
enthusiasm for wine related 
accessories. As well as being 
functional, many of these 

items, such as drinking glasses, decanters, and cork-
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Mr Toad has been in print ever 
since. What is less well known is 
that it has been illustrated by 
more than ninety artists – making 
it the most widely illustrated book 
in the English language.  
However, ‘Willows’ is a far more 
interesting book than its popular 
and often young audience might 
appreciate. It deserves recogni-
tion as a novel in which adult 
readers will find not just humour 

and entertainment but wisdom and meaning. In this 
engaging presentation we will revisit the story as depicted 
by numerous well known illustrators such as E H Shepard, 
Arthur Rackham, Robert Ingpen, Val Biro and Inga Moore 
and compare the same scene in the book through the eyes 
of different artists. We will explore how Kenneth Grahame 
came to write the story for his son Alastair, and the 
interesting but tragic life of the author. 

31 October             Ian Swankie 

From Bronzes to Banksy - An Armchair Tour of 
Public Art and Street Art  

London not only has a world-class 
reputation for art in its many 
galleries, but also a remarkable 
range of art outside in the streets. 
We tour around the capital 
discovering some of the most 
interesting works from across the 
centuries. They range from huge 
and expensive commissions to 
unofficial graffiti, which is some-
times audacious and often playful, 
but they all have a place in our 

society. We look at why art is there, how it has developed 
over the years and discover many hidden gems. 

21 November            John Williamson 

Images of the Heroic Age of Antarctic Exploration  

This lecture discusses the art and 
photography of the Heroic Era of 
exploration in Antarctica, focus-
ing mostly on the extraordinary 
work of Herbert Ponting, Edward 
Wilson and Frank Hurley.  

 

 

28 February                      Dr Kathleen Olive 

The art of the Japanese Garden  Expanses of raked 
white gravel. Iconic trees – pines, 
maples, gingko – carefully twisted 
and pruned into dynamic and 
sometimes torturous shapes. The 
soothing drip of water onto stone. 
The autumn light shining through 
richly coloured leaves. When 
deconstructed, the elements of a 
Japanese garden seem so simple, 
almost banal, yet their combined 
effect is undeniably engaging and 

soothing. In this talk, I investigate the historic roots of 
Japanese garden design that, like much of the country’s art 
tradition, developed in isolation from European influence 
and thus preserves something quintessentially “Japanese”. 

28 March                  Nigel Bates  

Percussion: Use and Abuse From calling ancient 
armies to battle to signalling the 
audience to stand for the National 
Anthem, drums and percussion have 
been a part of history well over and 
above their musical contribu-
tions.  We explore how the design, 
sound and awareness of percussion 
instruments and the demands of 
modern composers have developed 
almost out of all recognition during 
the last hundred years.  The lecture 
contains rare video footage from the 

orchestra pit at the Royal Opera House. 

18 April        Dr Susan Scollay 

Dracula, dragons and Ottoman prayer rugs: How 
oriental carpets came to decorate the walls 
of Lutheran churches in Transylvania, and why 
they’re still there today. Transylvania, the northernmost 

province of modern-day Romania, is 
home to the largest corpus of 
Turkish rugs and carpets outside the 
Islamic world. About 400 of these 
are preserved, and still used, on the 
walls of Lutheran churches high in 
the Carpathian Mountains - in the 
region made famous in the west by 
Brad Stoker’s infamous 1897 horror 
novel, ‘Dracula’. The church rugs 
include examples from the ‘golden 

period’ of Ottoman Turkish art spanning from mid-15th to 
mid- 18th centuries. Questions of how the rugs came to be 
in Transylvania and why they were used to decorate the 
churches are not yet fully answered, but recent scholarship 
has begun to provide answers.   

30 May                      Dr Tom Flynn 
From Cabinets of Curiosity to the Universal Museum 

This lecture looks back into the late 17th century to discover 
how the Cabinets of Curiosity assembled 
by the princely classes emerged as part 
of the Europe-wide intellectual revolu-
tion known as the ‘Enlightenment’. 
These extraordinary collections had a 
profound influence on art and culture, 
forming the foundations for the great 
museums of today, such as the British 
Museum, the Louvre, and many others. 
Many began as collections of collections, 
revealing the intellectual preoccupa-

tions of their rich, noble founders. To what extent were these 
collections enriched by the spoils of colonialism and imperial 
adventure during the nineteenth century? 

25 July                 Lucrezia Walker 

The Powder and the Glory: Helena Rubenstein – 
Cosmetics, Art and Wealth  There are no ugly women, only 
lazy ones, quipped cosmetics entrepreneur Helena Rubinstein, 

whose company made her one of the 
world's richest women. Businesswoman, 
art collector, and philanthropist, she 
was the first self-made female million-
aire. She commissioned work from avant
-garde artists such as Joan Miró, Pablo 
Picasso and Salvador Dalí - who was to 
design a powder compact for her. Her 
exclusive beauty salons influenced and 
blurred the conceptual boundaries 
between fashion, art galleries, and the 
domestic interior. [Join us to discover 

more about this extraordinary woman, subject of recent 
exhibitions in New York, Vienna and Paris.] 

29 August                          Nirvana Rommel 
An Introduction into sub-Saharan Traditional Art          
In Africa, art has been used to replace a postal service, help 

with marriage problems and deal with 
unruly teenagers. Yet its seemingly 
exotic aesthetics is in many ways  closer 
to Western art than one may assume. 
This easy-going introduction into African 
art focuses on general misconceptions, 
basic facts, influences of Africa on 
Europe and vice versa. It also provides 
guidance as to how to look at African art 
and to learn more. 

                                                    
3 October                          John Ericson 

Wind in The Willows Revisited Through Its Illustrators 
The beauty of Kenneth Grahame’s prose is widely acknowl-
edged but the story is so full of wonderful imagery that it 
demands to be illustrated. First published in 1908 without 
illustration, the classic tale of Ratty, Mole, and the incorrigible 

19 April   Dr Susan Scollay & Dr Susan Aykut 

An Ottoman Odyssey (half-interest day) 

An afternoon of lectures from two Susans who share their 
passion for all things Ottoman. Details overleaf. 

4 October           John Ericson 

Art inspired by Wine (half-interest day)  

Explores the enthusiasm for collecting beautiful wine-
related accessories by wine aficionados. Details overleaf. 


