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THE NEW ENGLAND YOUNG ARTS PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 2022 

Since the inception of the Young Arts Program over seven years ago grants totalling more than $65,000 
have been provided. 

The Partnership between ADFAS Armidale and the Rotary Club of Armidale Central began over five 
years ago. 

In 2022 the partnership provided $9,500 to six organisations and individuals. ADFAS Armidale provided 
$4,000.00 and the Rotary Club of Armidale contributed $5,500 which included funding for a Tertiary 
Music Scholarship which was deferred from 2021 as a result of the impact of Covid 19. 

Funding for the Program is provided by ADFAS Armidale through raffles at each lecture, members 
making direct contributions and as a small component of members’ annual subscriptions. 

The Rotary Club of Armidale Central’s contribution is from its Annual Book Fair. 

Invitations for individuals and organisations to apply are in local newspapers (both print and digital), 
radio and direct contact with schools, TAFE, UNE and other arts organisations in the New England 
Region. 

Grants are determined in the first instance by a small panel with representatives from The Rotary Club 
of Armidale Central and ADFAS Armidale, using guidelines which are provided to all applicants. Final 
approval is then sought from both organisations. 

The grants for 2022 are: 

1. The New England Regional Art Museum Childrens’ Hour - $1,800.00. 

This is a weekly program for young children under five years old and their families to engage in creative 
art play. 

There is a particular focus this year to provide opportunities for the involvement of Yezidi families. 

2. William Mackson’s Gap Year Program - $1,200.00. 

This program provides support for  Will to engage in private piano lessons with lecturers at the 
Australian National University, Sydney University and NECOM. 

He will then organise a New England and North West Regional Concert Tour in 2023 and commence 
tertiary studies in music in 2024. 

3. Drummond Memorial Public School’s ‘Constance’ project will be completed - $1350.00. 

Constance is a huge cement snake in the school’s grounds that will be decorated with appropriate 
designs by students with the help of a professional artist. 

The designs will celebrate the very diverse student population at Drummond School. 

  



 

4. The local branch of the Children’s Book Council of Australia’s “Booked In“ program - $1200.00 
The program includes three days of visits to schools by a well-known and recognised Australian 
author. 

Children in nine diverse schools in our region will benefit from experiences which will support a love 
of reading, creativity and imagination. 

5. New England Conservatorium of Music’s “Chamber Music in Schools” $2450:00. 

This expanded project supports visits to many schools across our region by two trios whose 
members are professionals from NECOM or community musicians. 

Over 1,000 students engage in the project which incorporates syllabus aligned visual arts and dance 
activities. 

6. Tertiary Music Scholarship in 2021 - $1,500.00 
This was to be undertaken in Perth by Alistair Le Surf. Covid travel restrictions meant that the 
Scholarship was delayed until this year. 

Alistair is now enrolled in a Bachelor of Music (Contemporary) at the Australian Institute of Music in 
Sydney. 

From time-to-time ADFAS Armidale also supports young people in the arts in the New England 
Region. 

Graeme Fordham AM 

Young Arts Co-ordinator 


