
3rd February  Susannah Fullerton 26th May  Leslie Primo 25th August  Chloe Sayer

24th March  Alan Read

23rd June  Kathleen Olive
22nd September  Kathy McLauchlan

21st April  Jos Hackforth-Jones
21st July  Jacqui Ansell

27th October  Gillian Hovell

LECTURE  PROGRAM 2023

George Elliot became became one of the 
most remarkable women and writers 
of the era, earning more by her own 
pen than any other woman in Victorian 
England.  Discover the fascinating story 
of her life and learn about what made 
her one of the greatest novelists of all 
time. 

In this lecture Leslie will begin by tracing 
Vermeer’s origins, his early training 
and influences, and how he came to the 
genre of painting domestic interiors. The 
lecture will then look at his earliest known 
paintings and how he gradually migrated to 
the genre of domestic set-piece paintings 
we know him for today. Leslie will also take 
us on the ups and downs of his career right 
up to the present day.

In this lecture Chloe will be looking 
at Tenochtitlan, the shimmering 
Aztec city, which was built on a 
lake. This Venice of the New World, 
with a population of 250,000 
inhabitants, lay at the heart of a 
vast empire. Religion dominated 

every aspect of Aztec life. Military might was accompanied by 
exceptional developments in art and architecture. Aztec creativity 
found expression in miniature gold objects, fine ceramics, 
monumental stone sculpture, exquisite turquoise mosaics, feather 
work, and precious pictorial manuscripts.

In the two centuries since 
they were removed from the 
Parthenon by Lord Elgin, the 
meaning and significance 
of the ‘Elgin marbles’ has 
changed dramatically. From 
architectural decoration to 
disputed cultural objects this 

lecture looks at the response to them over their time in Britain, from 
the original controversy over their purchase to the current debate 
surrounding the restitution of the marbles to the new Acropolis 
Museum in Athens.

Expanses of raked white gravel. Iconic 
trees – pines, maples, gingko – carefully 
twisted and pruned into dynamic and 
sometimes torturous shapes. The 
soothing drip of water onto stone. The 
autumn light shining through richly 

coloured leaves. When you deconstruct them, the elements of a 
Japanese garden seem so simple that they’re almost banal, yet 
their combined effect is undeniably engaging and soothing. In this 
talk, Kathleen will investigate the historic roots of Japanese garden 
design that, like much of the country’s art tradition, developed in 
isolation from European influence and thus preserves something 
quintessentially “Japanese”.

Many stories are told about Degas, 
his attitudes and his work. This 
talk seeks to unpick myth from 
reality, pointing out the strange, 
even contradictory nature of 
Degas’ work. We concentrate on 
portraits and domestic scenes 

from the 1860s, quite early on in Degas’ career, when he was 
still in search of an artistic identity. Is there a logical explanation 
for these unsettling compositions, or is Degas engaged in an 
elaborate game with his viewers?

This lecture will look at some of 
the background to Captain Cook’s 
first voyage to the Pacific in 1768. 
Jos will examine key landscape and 
maritime conventions employed 
by artists and naval officers at that 
time as well as analysing Cook’s 

instructions, the contribution of Joseph Banks and the interactions 
and relationships formed between European visitors and key 
indigenous individuals. She will also briefly review issues around 
the 250th anniversary of Cook’s arrival and the work of some key 
contemporary artists.

Travelling through mainland Europe 
on an extended ‘Grand Tour’ was the 
latest fashion amongst 18th century 
aristocrats. Many men (and some 
women) were lured by the thought of 
obtaining the latest fashions.

Gentlemen returning to London with new manners, dress and 
deportment were sometimes scorned as fops or ‘Macaronis’ (the 
‘dandies of their day’). Jacqui will explore this phenomenon through 
contemporary paintings, letters, and satirical prints.

One hundred years ago, on 26th 
November 1922, Howard Carter opened 
Tutankhamun’s tomb he entered the 
boy king’s burial chamber itself for the 
first time on 16 February 1923.  With 

Gillian as our archaeologist guide, we glimpse the adventure of 
discovery, find out how this young Pharaoh lived at a wealthy but 
dramatic and tense time in Egypt, and enter his remarkable world 
through an archaeologist’s fascinating view of the ‘wonderful 
things’ that were found.

George Elliot The Sublime in the Everyday: Johannes Vermeer 1632-
1675 and the Delft School of Painting

The Aztec Legacy: Continuity and Change

The Sculptures of the Parthenon or How Lord Elgin 
Gained and Lost his Marbles

The Art of the Japanese Garden
Degas: His attitudes and his work

Exploring the Pacific

Macaroni and Milordi
Egypt Rising from Sands: Discovering the world 
of Tutankhamun
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Lectures are held monthly

Fridays 1.30 for 2pm start

School of Arts
Great Western Highway

Wentworth Falls

• Members attend 9 lectures at a reduced cost, 
followed by afternoon tea and an opportunity to 
chat with the lecturer.

• ADFAS Blue Mountains members are welcome at 
any of the 34 societies in Australia at a reduced 
attendance fee.

• ADFAS explores the decorative and fine arts 
through quality illustrated presentations.

• Our lecturers are specialists in their subject and 
are experienced public speakers.

• All audio/visual equipment is managed by a 
professional technician.

LECTURE PROGRAM 2023

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
AGM & Christmas celebration

Friday December 8th 2023

www.adfas.org.au

AUSTRALIAN DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY

ADFAS Blue Mountains acknowledges that we meet on the 
lands of the Darug and Gandangara peoples.

ADFAS Blue Mountains takes the health of all 
members and guests seriously.  Committee 
members, lecturers, audio-visual and catering 
assistants are fully vaccinated.  We strongly 
encourage all members and visitors to be 
vaccinated also and to not attend lectures if you 
feel unwell.   We abide by all relevant COVID-19 
health guidelines, mask wearing and social 
distancing guidelines.

Cheque/Money Order:
Payable to ADFAS Blue Mountains Inc.
PO Box 100 Wentworth Falls NSW 2782

Direct Deposit:
Acc. Name: ADFAS Blue Mountains Inc
BSB: 633000  Account: 145276374
(Please quote your name as transaction reference 
and email details of payment to: lucydjs@hotmail.com.au) 

Early Bird $150
(up to and including AGM)

Adult Member $160

Join ADFAS Blue Mountains 2023
(ABN 699 436 472)

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS PAGE AND SEND TO ADFAS EITHER BY MAIL 
WITH YOUR CHEQUE OR BY EMAIL AND PAY BY DIRECT DEPOSIT

Pursuant to the provisions of the Privacy Act 1988, I consent to have my 
name and contact details added to the ADFAS data base, and for them 
to be used to provide information to me on ADFAS lectures and news.

Please be advised ADFAS Blue Mountains has Public Liability Insurance of 
$20,000,000 under the insurance policy of the Association of ADFAS. 

Payment Options

Annual Membership

Advantages of Membership

Visitors $30     Pension Card Holders: $25
Members of other ADFAS Societies $10
(Payable on Arrival)

Name:

Address:

Tel:

Email: 

Signature:

Date:

Margaret Lipscombe 0414 263 692 or

Denise Schoer lucydjs@hotmail.com.au

Website: www.adfas.org.au/societies

          Find us on facebook - ADFAS Blue Mountains

Find out more or contact us:


