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Dear ADFAS Noosa Member 

Your Committee is delighted to present the next lecture in our 2022 program on 
Saturday 25 June at 4pm 

Napoleon’s Parvenu princesses: a tale of beauty and betrayal 

The face to face lecture presented 
by Sylvia Sagona will be held at 
the usual venue , St Mary’s 
Church, 17 William Street 
Tewantin. Please arrive early, 
between 3.30 and 3.45, to enable 
registration before the 4pm start of 
the lecture. Additional parking is 
available in Butler Street.  

Of the eight Bonaparte siblings, it 
was Napoleon’s stunning younger sisters, Pauline and Caroline who resembled him most in 
ambition, drive, and eccentricity. Pauline survived the slave uprising on Saint Domingue which 
killed her first husband to become the Princess Borghese, famous for her jewels, naked 
sculptures and scandalous sex life, which even included the Duke of Wellington. Caroline, 
married off to Murat, Napoleon’s charismatic cavalry general, became Queen of Naples and 
betrayed her brother to keep her crown. His sisters’ tantrums unnerved the conqueror of 
Europe.  

Sylvia Sagona.  

Sylvia has studied Classics and French at the University of Melbourne and 
has specialised in nineteenth century French art and literature and Italian 
Romanticism. Sylvia has been commissioned by French television and SBS 
to write a documentary on the development of the first Parisian 
department stores and the invention of shopping in 19th century Paris. 
She is also working on a documentary on Josephine and the Australian 
flora at Malmaison. 
 



The lecture will be conducted in accordance with Queensland Health COVID safe requirements as they 
apply to Church venues. ALL members and visitors will be required to sign in before entering the 
auditorium. Visitors are most welcome but we prefer prior notice by emailing membership secretary 
Jenny Reeve reeve@aapt.net,au Please wear your badge to the lecture for ease of identification in case 
of emergency and complete the ICE section on the reverse of the badge with the name and contact 
details of your next of kin.  
 
At the Special Meeting held prior to the 14 May lecture a vote was taken  
on the following motion:-“  
“that in accordance with Clause 16 (4) of the Constitution,   
the period of time for which Secretary Jan Collins may serve as a Committee 
 Office-Bearer of the ADFAS Noosa Committee be extended from three to four years.”  
 
The motion was carried unanimously and Jan will carry on her role as secretary.  

Raffle  The raffle that contributes to ADFAS Noosa Young 
Arts Awards has been very well supported by the membership at 
each of our lectures and we have another tempting prize for you on 
Saturday.In keeping with the French flavour of the lecture topic the 
prize is a $100 voucher to dine at Frenchies Restaurant Noosaville. 
Tickets are $5 ea or 3 for $10.   

Replacement Lecture  Saturday 15 October                                
Professor Scott-Mitchell is no longer available for our lecture 
scheduled for Saturday 15 October. In his place Dr Sam Bowker will 
speak on “Nightingales and Roses: The art of Iran. Using remarkable case studies the talk will 
review how Iranian art has made distinctive contributions to global art histories. Dr Bowker is 
the Senior Lecturer in Art History and Visual Culture at Charles Sturt University 

An ADFAS Noosa Coach Excursion is planned for Thursday 28 July 2022.           
Details are in the flyer attached separately to this email. Please register your interest at the 
forthcoming lecture Saturday 25 June and note that payment in full is required by/at the July 
lecture Saturday 23 July. Your wishes as expressed in our recent survey have been taken in to 
account in planning this excursion. 

I look forward to seeing you at this lecture on Saturday 25 June. Keep well and safe.         
With best wishes,  

Gail		
Gail                      
Gail Thoms                             
Chair,	ADFAS	Noosa	


