
Young & Emerging Arts Grants 2021 

Each year ADFAS Yarra provides grants to young and emerging artists. These grants are made possible by 
your support of Special Interest events and excursions and by the generous donations from members to the 
Young & Emerging Arts Program. Thanks to the generosity of its members ADFAS Yarra has made grants
totalling $10,500 to 8 different organisations in 2021.

ANAM (Australian National Academy of Music)
ANAM received a total grant this year of $2000. Of this $1000 was provided for 
the Outstanding Program in a Recital prize where the student devised the
program and explained the rationale for their choices. 
In December ADFAS Yarra Treasurer Jane Anthony 
and Young and Emerging Artists Coordinator Suzanne 
Katz attended the ‘ANAM celebrates 2021’
performance and prize presentations at Abbotsford 
Convent where Suzanne presented the ADFAS Yarra 
prize to Amanda Pang, a third-year graduate pianist 
from Queensland.
Also, due to a flood in the South Melbourne Town Hall 
where ANAM stores instruments, and the fact that
students were in Covid lockdown, a further $1000 was 
granted, to help with transport costs, so stranded
pianos and instruments could be safely stored in students’ 

homes, while providing students the opportunity to practice during lockdowns.

Cann River Community Centre
The ADFAS Yarra Committee wanted to support people, especially teenagers, caught up in the trauma of the 
2019-20 bush fires. Finding that some other areas were well provisioned by public support, it was decided to 
give a grant of $1000 to the Cann River Community Centre for resources to activate the ‘Rhythm-to-Recov-
ery’ training which had 
already been undertaken 
in Cann River and Lakes 
Entrance. Although the 
trainers had finished their 
courses there were few 
instruments on which the 
teenagers could play. 
The grant paid for drums, 
tone bells, percussion 
instruments, games and 
lesson plans for ‘drum-
ming circles’ to engage 
the local teens. Leaders 
affirm that approximately 
60% of teenagers in the 
surrounding district have 
come to join in, with usu-
ally 10-12 in each group. 
It is hoped to continue 
this experience for P12 
classes at the local High 
School in 2022.

Craft Victoria
CRAFT Victoria received a grant of $1000 for the ADFAS Yarra Victorian Craft Emerging Artist Award which, 
due to Covid restrictions, has been postponed to 2022 when a full exhibition of the 62 finalists will hopefully 
be possible.
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Anli Vuong, Artist-in-Residence

FLOAT Inc.
FLOAT Inc. is a floating art/residential studio on Lake Tyers in Gippsland. Both Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
artists have used the vessel for art and nature experiences since a local boat builder, in partnership with the 
Wurinbeena Studio Gallery, built it several years ago. The ADFAS Yarra grant of $1000 will support artist 
Anli Vuong, as Artist-in-Residence on the vessel, while she is compiling an illustrated journal as part of the 
Eco-Wanderers project. This project is also partly funded by the East Gippsland Shire Council. The journal will 
become a showcase of the work FLOAT is doing with local school children and artists.

MCM (Melbourne Conservatorium of Music) Concerto-Aria Competition
The MCM were supported with a grant of $2000 which was shared between two winners, Nathan Sinclair on 
guitar, playing Concierto de Aranjuez for Guitar & Orchestra by Rodrigo and Brian Luo playing the Third Piano 
Concerto by Rachmaninov which may be remembered as the piece which caused David Helfgott OAM, to 
suffer a breakdown in the movie Shine! The prize guarantees the recipients a solo performance with the MCM 
Symphony Orchestra. The Chair of ADFAS Yarra, Carol Johnston presented the prizes on Zoom.

The following email was received from Nathan:

This is just a quick note to extend my sincere thanks for supporting the MCM Concerto-Aria competition for 
2021, of which I was joint prizewinner. I have just received the prize money this week and I will put it towards 
buying some new microphones for my studio set-up. Your financial support of such a high-quality competition 
was extremely important to me personally, as it came during the difficult time of being in another lockdown.
Participation in the competition, and ultimately winning it gave me a real artistic focus during that time, and for 
this motivation please accept my heartfelt gratitude in receiving your generous donation.
Kind regards Nathan Sinclair.

Floating residential studio

Brian Luo Nathan Sinclair



Patricia Robertson Fund
The Patricia Robertson Fund, named in honour of a long serving chair of ADFAS, was officially launched in 
2014. Through the fund, ADFAS supports members of the Australian Institute for the Conservation of Cultural 
Materials (AICCM). Each year ADFAS Yarra donates to this fund which trains young Conservators working or 
training in a variety of conservation areas including Museums and Archive Departments. In 2021 ADFAS Yarra 
provided a grant of $1000.

RMIT University Master of Fine Arts
RMIT received a grant of $1000 shared between two 
students studying a Master of Fine Art Degree. Tas-
manian artist Ruby Roberts won the ADFAS Painting 
& Drawing Award in Semester 1. Mark Edwards was 
the winner of the Semester 2 Award.

University College, University of Melbourne
In 2020 University College received a grant from 
ADFAS Yarra which was presented as a Dance Schol-
arship. However, in 2021 the College advised the 
Committee that some students struggle with the 
cost of living in a residential college and requested 
that the scholarship be open to students training or 
studying Art in any of its forms, to help with living 
expenses. Therefore, our 2021 grant of $1500 will 
apply to the 2022 student intake.

Suzanne Katz, ADFAS Yarra Young and Emerging 
Artists Coordinator
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Ruby Roberts winning entry (Untitled)




