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What is ADFAS?  

The Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Society (ADFAS ) 
 is a not-for-profit organisation run by volunteers  
promoting the enjoyment of the arts in our community. 

 We provide superbly illustrated monthly lectures by 
experts in their fields, on diverse topics within the 
arts and related disciplines.  

 Our members come from different backgrounds,  
however, we are all interested in improving our 
knowledge of a wide range of the arts.  

 We are affiliated with The Arts Society in the UK.  
ADFAS was founded in Australia in 1985.  

 There are now 38 societies across six states. 
Who are our lecturers? 

All are recognised experts in their fields and are drawn 
from a variety of professional backgrounds. 
(Due to the uncertainty surrounding travel in 2022 all  
lecturers are from Australia.)  

When do we meet? 

Where do we meet? 
Monthly in the Gregson & Weight Auditorium  

159 Wises Road, Buderim 
Why join us? 

 To learn more about the arts in a friendly,  
welcoming environment with like-minded people 
over a glass of wine and light refreshments. 

 To enjoy cultural and social opportunities. 

 To promote the arts to local young people through the 
ADFAS Sunshine Coast Young Arts Program. 

Who can join ADFAS? 
 Anyone with an interest in the arts or who wishes to 

develop such an interest is very welcome. 

 No prior knowledge of any of the arts is needed as 
lectures are pitched at a very accessible level. 

Can non-members/visitors attend  a lecture? 
 Non-members/visitors  are very welcome to attend up 

to three (3) lectures in the 2022 Programme. 

 Cost per lecture $25 for a non-member/visitor 
(includes light refreshments served with wine) 

 Booking for lectures is essential for both  ADFAS  
members and non-members/visitors. 

Would you like to join us? 
Membership Subscription in 2022  is $125. 

Merle O’Rourke Tel 0419 795 625 
Email: orourke.mj@bigpond.com  

 



 

In 1995, USC- or the Sunshine Coast University  
College as it was then known – purchased its first 
artwork, establishing the beginnings of what 
would become the University of the Sunshine 
Coast (USC) Art Collection. Twenty-seven years 
on, USC is now home to the largest and most  
professional art gallery and the most significant 
public collection of art in the region. In this talk, 
Megan Williams, manager and curator of the USC 
Art Gallery and Art Collection, will describe the 
rich history of the Collection and the Gallery. She 
will explain what kind of art the USC collects and 
why it is chosen, and take us on a dive deep into 
some of the key pieces in the Collection but not 
always on display. She will also talk about the 
remarkable personalities who have shaped the 
Gallery and Collection over nearly three decades. 

Sunday 6 February at 3.00 pm 

Art in our own back yard: 
The USC Art Gallery & Art Collection 

Megan Williams 

Megan Williams is a curator and manager of  
programming across the university 
art museum sector. Since 2016, she 
has fulfilled this role at the USC Art 
Gallery. Before taking up this  
position, Megan worked at the 
Queensland University of Techno- 
logy (QUT) in a range of curatorial 
and programming roles in the art 
sector. These positions included the 
QUT Art Museum, the William Robinson Gallery, the 
Creative Industries Precinct and The Cube. 



 

Sunday 13 March at 3.00 pm 

Where East meets West: Istanbul 
Kenneth Park 

 

Join this stunning visual tour of Istanbul, where 
East meets West. Istanbul, once called  
Byzantium and later Constantinople, is an  
ancient city with a rich history that today is 
blessed with a tremendous ensemble of  
architecture and monuments - Hagia Sophia, Top 
Kapi Palace, the Grand Bazaar, the Theodosian 
Walls, Pera Palace Hotel and many more. It is 
spectacularly located on the strategic Bosporus 
Strait. Founded in 660 BCE, the city grew in  
influence on the Silk Road and is one of the most 
important cities in history. It was an imperial 
capital for almost sixteen centuries, during the 
Roman, Latin Byzantine, and Ottoman Empires.  
 

Kenneth Park, Curator of Collections at Wesley  
College, Melbourne for over  
thirty years, is responsible for the 
College’s extensive art and  
archival collections. An avid  
traveller, tour leader and lecturer, 
Kenneth works with a range of 
tourism organisations and travel  
companies across the globe. He 
also consults in the corporate and 
public sectors in philanthropic fund-raising,  
marketing,  and public relations. His tertiary studies 
include political science, administration, museum 
studies, industrial relations, fine arts, history, and 
international relations.   



 

 

Shoes convey a wide range of meanings  
associated with fashion, style, personality,  
sexuality, class and gender. New studies have  
given us awareness of the personal, social and 
sexual connotations attributed to footwear.  
Different shapes and colours for men’s and  
women’s shoes today revolve primarily around 
the construct of gender difference. Many of 
these gendered distinctions developed in the so-
called ‘long eighteenth century.’ Why do men 
and women’s shoes look so very different today? 
Learn about shoes, mobility and history, from 
Renaissance platform chopines to Sex and the 
City ‘limousine’ shoes.  

Sunday 3 April at 3.00 pm 

High Heel Heaven 

Professor Peter McNeil 

Professor Peter McNeil is Distinguished 
Professor of Design History at University of  
Technology Sydney. From 2008-18 he was 
the Foundation Professor of Fashion  
Studies in Sweden, and at the Academy of  
Finland in  Helsinki as Distinguished  
Professor. Dr McNeil was the main writer 
for Los Angeles County Museum of Art’s 
travelling Exhibition ‘Reigning Men’  
(2016-18) and has worked with  
communities and museums around the world. His much 
acclaimed book ‘Pretty Gentlemen’, on ‘Macaroni Men’ 
and the 18th century fashion world, was published  by Yale 
University Press n 2018.   



From the moment the railway made its  
appearance in Australia in the middle of the 
19th century, it became a magnet for artists 
seeking to inject life and action into their works. 
This lecture looks at how the railway has been 
portrayed in Australian art.  From Conrad  
Martens on the Great Zig-Zag and Arthur  
Streeton at the Lapstone Tunnel, to war artists  
Russell Drysdale and Donald Friend on the 
troop trains of WW2, through to Fred Williams 
and the quirky vision of Noel McKenna, trains 
and their stories have always found a  
fascinating place in Australian Art. 
 

   Sunday 15 May at 3.00 pm 

 Paint on the Tracks: 
 The Railway in Australian Art 

                            Gavin Fry 

Gavin Fry has fifty years of curatorial and  
management experience in  
museums, galleries and  
educational institutions. He has 
written twenty-five books on  
Australian art and history and 
many catalogue and journal  
essays. He designs and publishes 
books on behalf of other writers 
and artists. Gavin has a Bachelor of Arts Hons) and 
Master of Arts from Monash University, and a Master 
of Philosophy from Leicester University.  
An accomplished artist, Gavin has returned to his art 
training in retirement and exhibits his work  in   
Newcastle and Melbourne.  



Of the eight Bonaparte siblings, it was  
Napoleon’s stunning younger sisters, Pauline 
and Caroline, who resembled him most in  
ambition, drive and eccentricity, and whose  
tantrums unnerved the conqueror of Europe.  
Pauline survived the slave uprising on Saint 
Domingue, which killed her first husband, to 
become the Princess Borghese, famous for her 
jewels, naked sculptures, and scandalous sex life 
which extended to the Duke of Wellington.  
Caroline, married off to Murat, Napoleon’s  
charismatic general, became Queen of Naples, 
and betrayed her  brother to keep her crown. 

 

 

Sunday 26 June at 3.00 pm 

Napoleon’s Parvenu Princesses: 
A tale of beauty and betrayal 

Sylvia Sagona 

Sylvia Sagona studied Classics and French at  
Melbourne University and then 
gained her Maitrise-ès-Letttres in 
Comparative Art and Literature, 
and qualifications in Sociology in 
Aix-en-Provence. In Provence, she 
taught at the Université de Pro-
vence and the Ecole Nationale des 
Étrangers d’Aix en Provence. After 

living in Italy and Spain, she returned to Melbourne 
University lecturing in 19th century French art and 
literature, and Italian Romanticism. Sylvia has written 
documentaries on the development of the first Parisian 
department stores, the invention of shopping in 19th 
century Paris, and on Empress Josephine and the  
Australian flora at Josephine’s Malmaison. 



Sunday 24 July at 3.00 pm 

Australiana in a changing context: 
An infrastructure for contemporary  

crafts practice 

Dr Grace Cochrane 

This lecture reviews the history of the  
Australiana Society, an incorporated association 
of collectors, researchers, dealers and  
auctioneers  devoted to collecting, studying and 
preserving  Australiana, and its role in the  
development of contemporary crafts and design 
in Australia. Dr Cochrane discusses and illustrates 
the evolving changes in crafting practices,  
education, museums and galleries, organisations 
and events relating to Australiana: art,  
decorative arts, antiques, historic items,  
collectables, buildings and sites, and portable 
heritage made in, or relating to Australia. 

Dr Grace Cochrane, independent curator and writer, 
who before 2005, was a senior 
curator of Australian decorative 
arts and design at the Powerhouse 
Museum, Sydney. Author of ‘The 
Crafts Movement in Australia:  
A History’ (1992), Grace has spoken 
about crafts and design at many 
conferences, written for a range of 
publications and been a board 

member of several professional organisations. Born in 
New Zealand, she has a PhD from the University of 
Tasmania, and a D.Litt. (UNSW). Grace received the 
Australia Council’s VACB Emeritus Medal in 2001 and 
was awarded an Australian Medal (AM) in 2013. 



Sunday 21 August at 3.00 pm 

Fakes and Forgeries in Silver 
and how to avoid them 

Jolyon Warwick James 

To avoid forgeries, we need to know what form 
they can take. This lecture examines why people 
fake silver and what forms of faking there are. 
However, what is not fake, though legal, may still 
be highly undesirable. The role of hallmarking in 
preventing faking will be discussed as well as the 
weapons used in the war against the fakers. 
While initially a British perspective is taken, the 
lecture includes cases and instances of fakes 
outside Britain. What may be considered a fake 
in one country may not be so regarded in 
another. Examples and some well-known cases 
and instances of forging are discussed and the 
methods of detecting them explained.  

Jolyon Warwick James  is a professional consultant on 
antique silver. Now based in  
Sydney, he was educated at  
London University. He has been a  
lecturer, valuer and appraiser, as 
well as an adviser on English,  
European, Colonial and other  
silverware with museums, auction 
houses, government bodies,  
collectors, and educational  
organisations in Australia and over-
seas. Jolyon is a  widely published 

author on international silver collections  and practices. 
His publications include a reference manual on   
Australian gold and silver hallmarks.  



This lecture traces the hectic and complex life of  
Madame la Veuve Clicquot, one of France’s most  
celebrated women, being responsible for the 
development of the French champagne industry.  
Widowed young, she showed ingenuity and 
pluck, despite often overwhelming obstacles, to 
find a market for her champagne which is highly 
esteemed today. Her legacy – Veuve Clicquot 
champagne – will be discussed in detail. Other 
famous ‘champagne widows’ will be reviewed 
briefly to highlight what made Madame Clicquot 
so exceptional, immensely successful, and rich. 
She died at age 88 in 1866. 

Sunday 18 September at 3.00 pm 

Madame la Veuve Clicquot: 
A Toast to the ‘Champagne Widow’ 

John Broadley 

John Broadley is an historian of Australian colonial  
architecture, French culture, and  
relationships between Australia 
and Europe. John has collaborated 
with heritage architects on the 
management of conservation   
programs for many significant  
heritage properties in New South 
Wales. He has published widely on 
the historic houses of New South 

Wales. John holds an MA degree in Cultural Heritage 
Studies from Charles Sturt University. He has been 
chairman of ADFAS Mudgee and served on the ADFAS 
national executive. John was editor of the final edition 
of the ADFAS magazine, ArtLife, in 2019. 



Sunday 16 October at 3.00 pm 

Recent Events: 
Design for International Events 

Professor Michael Scott-Mitchell 

In this presentation, Michael Scott-Mitchell  
discusses his designs for some of the world’s 
largest international events. These include the 
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games, the Asian Games 
2006 Opening Ceremony, World Youth Day 
2008, the opening of CHOGUM, and most  
recently the UAE 48th National Day Celebra-
tions in Abu Dhabi and others. Michael will 
explain how he has approached the produc-
tions, and what they have meant culturally, 
with more than 3 billion people around the 
world having watched these spectacles. Hear 
what he has to say about the more than $US 
500 million spent on these collaborations. 

Professor Michael Scott-Mitchell, lecturer in  
Design at the University of NSW, 
was  a founding member of the 
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games 
Creative Team that designed 
and created the Opening and 
Closing ceremonies. Michael has 
also worked widely in theatre 
design for Opera Australia and 
the Sydney Theatre Company. In 

his current  design work and in his teaching,  
Michael explores the  potential of digital design, 
incorporating digital  technology to enhance  
dramatic effect on the  production side of  
performance.  



, 

ADFAS Sunshine Coast  

Our Young Arts Program in 2021 supported  
theatre performance activities that  encourage  
disadvantaged children, and young people with 
disability to develop their skills and self-confidence.  
Recipients of funding were the SunShine Troupe Inc 
and the Mountain Creek State School Arts Program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SunShine Troupe Inc is a performing arts group 
for artists with a disability. The Troupe creates  
original theatre performances and brings new and 
exciting dance pieces to the stage at gala and  
cabaret styled events each year. The group is  
supported by a volunteer committee and a profess-
ional creative team who co-create productions with 
the artists while advocating for inclusive communi-
ties within the arts. The grant contributed to the 
purchase of costumes for their performances.  

The Mountain Creek State School Arts Program 
assists disadvantaged  
children to express them-
selves and gain confidence 
through performance. The 
School will use the grant for 
a puppet theatre and relat-
ed equipment. The puppet 

theatre will provide vulnerable children with a non-
threatening situation, helping them to develop  
self-confidence.  

We were further able to support the 
School’s Arts Program by providing a big 
box of pre-loved teddy bears. The children 
make up a story about a bear and tell their 
stories to the group. This activity also 
helps build the children’s self-confidence.   



Dr Andrew Gillett 
Mosaics of Ravenna 

(November) 

Dr Amy Clarke: Big Things  
(October) 

Our lecturers who made it to 
ADFAS Sunshine Coast in 2021 

 

Robert and Catherine Ketton 
William Turner: the Explorer Artist 
                   (June) 

Dr Sally Butler 
Ian Fairweather: Artist & Scholar 

(May) 

Dr Alastair Blanshard  
Competition & Victory in Ancient Greece 

(April) 

Dr Jennifer Barker 
Contemporary Egyptian Textiles  

(March) 



AADFAS 
(the national administrative organisation) 

Association of Australian Decorative  
and Fine Arts Societies Inc 

 
ADFAS Sunshine Coast Inc 

(Australian Decorative and Fine Arts Society  
Sunshine Coast Inc) 

ABN: 91 792 901 750 

Established 1988 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Chairman: Dawne Clark  

Telephone:  

 

*** 

Membership & Visitor Booking: 
Merle O’Rourke 

Telephone:  
Email:  

 

*** 

Secretary: Anne Lyons 
Telephone:  

 

*** 
www.adfas.org.au/sunshine-coast 

ADFAS Sunshine Coast Inc 

Annual General Meeting 
will be held at 3 pm  

followed by our Christmas Party 
 on Sunday 4 December 2022 

at the Education Centre 

Hibiscus Retirement Village 
University Drive, Sippy Downs  

Programme cover image: The Tree of Life—traditional Islamic motif 

Programme printed by Push Productions, Maroochydore.  
www.pushproductions.com.au  

http://www.adfas.org.au/sunshine-coast
http://www.example.com/
http://ww.pushproductions.com.au/


2022 MEMBERSHIP FORM  

Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Society  
Sunshine Coast Inc 

ABN: 91 792 901 750 

 

Dr/ Ms/ Mr/ Mrs ____________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

_________________________________ Postcode _______ 

Home Phone _____________ Mobile __________________ 

Email ___________________________________________ 

In compliance with the Privacy Act: I consent to have my name and contact  
details added to the ADFAS database, and for them to be used to provide  
information to me on ADFAS lectures and news. 

 ________________________________________________ 
(Please enter your preferred name on membership badge) 

Signature________________________________________ 

Public liability Insurance of $20,000,000 is held by ADFAS Sunshine Coast Inc 
under the insurance policy of the Association of ADFAS.  

Membership Fee  $125                                            $ _________ 

(Membership is non-transferable.) 

Donation to Young Arts Program                          $ ___________ 
(Optional)         

TOTAL PAYMENT                                           $ ___________ 

      Bank Transfer        Cash        Cheque Attached   

 Bendigo Bank 72 Burnett Street Buderim QLD 
 BSB: 633 000 Account Number: 162 281 307  
 Account Name: ADFAS Sunshine Coast Inc 

 Reference: Your name, please. 

Friend Newspaper Radio Brochure  Other  

_____________________________________________ 
(If other, please specify.) 

Please complete and SIGN this form and RETURN it to  
the Membership Secretary by Tuesday 1 February 2022 

whether paying by bank transfer, cash, or cheque. 

Email: orourke.merlej@gmail.com 

ADFAS Sunshine Coast Inc, PO Box 1592 Buderim 4556 
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