
ADFAS Byron Young Arts 2021  
 

ADFAS Byron: Young Musician of the Year Award 
 
Background: 
 
ADFAS Byron has played a small but enduring philanthropic role in enhancing arts 
opportunities for young Australians for a number of years.     
 
From 2009 to 2017, it partnered with the Bangalow Lions Club in co-sponsoring the Susie 
Warwick Young Writers’ Award, a short story competition for young local writers conducted 
by the Byron Bay Writers’ Centre, producers of the Byron Writers’ Festival.  As this Festival 
grew in size and complexity, this Award was overshadowed by larger sponsorships and it 
became time to move on.  
 
Early in 2020, we donated takings from a fund-raising raffle to a small primary school in a 
local community ravaged by the 2019 Bushfires.   This donation was for the purchase of arts 
related resources at the school.   
 
ADFAS Byron: Young Musician of the Year Award 
 
In 2018, ADFAS Byron switched its focus to support young musicians and in 2019, initiated 
the ADFAS Byron Young Musician of the Year Award in partnership with the Annual 
Bangalow Music Festival.  This popular Festival is produced by Brisbane based Southern 
Cross Soloists – SXS, one of Australia’s pre-eminent chamber music ensembles.  
 
Our Partnership with SXS: 

• Provides financial support valued currently at $500, to a nominated SXS Next Gen 
young musician – preferably one from the local area;  

• Facilitates an opportunity for the recipient to perform at an ADFAS hosted function; 
• Provides a conduit to local businesses and assistance to SXS in promoting and staging 

the event;  
• Raises the profile and standing of ADFAS Byron within the local community.    

 
Regrettably, owing to COVID 19, the Bangalow Music Festival was cancelled in 2020 and 
2021 hindering our ability to demonstrate our Young Arts initiative and profile the Young 
Musician of the Year awardees – Francis Atkins (2020) and Reuben Flowers (2021).     
 
However, we did stage a special piano recital late in 2020 at which Francis performed before 
an invited group of long standing ADFAS Byron Committee members and supporters.   
Hopefully we can arrange something early next year, with Reuben as the star performer.  
 
ADFAS Byron had also planned to invite local secondary school students to attend our 
proposed Special Interest Day Michelangelo & Leonardo: Drawings & inventiveness with UK 
Lecturer Dan Evans in July 2022.  
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