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2022 Lecture Program – Embracing the Arts 

 
Australian Decorative and Fine Arts Society Byron Bay & Districts is a non-profit, volunteer-run 
organisation of Societies connecting people who share an interest in the arts and culture. 
 

The following lectures will be offered to members and guests during 2022.  Lecture are held at the  A & I 
Hall Station St, Bangalow, starting at 6.30pm.  Doors open at 6.00pm for a welcome drink.  Refreshments 
are served after the one hour lecture. 
 

Non-members are encouraged to pre-purchase lecture tickets on www.trybooking.com    Enter 
Bangalow, lecture title and date.  Cash payments at the door are also accepted.  Under current health 
orders, attendees are required to show proof of vaccination.     Non- Members: $25 per lecture 
 

• For membership enquiries, please contact: Peter Harden: peterharden@bigpond.com 
• For further information, please visit www.adfas.org.au 

 
 
  

  
Monday 21 March Kenneth Park   
A Tale of Two Cities – St Petersburg and Moscow 
 
This beautifully illustrated lecture profiles the contrasting cities of 
Moscow, the Russian capital with its impressive and world-famous 
landmarks, and Saint Petersburg, the artfully planned statement 
city of European sophistication that is a celebration of art and  
architecture.  Palace, St Petersburg Metro, Moscow 

 
  
Monday 2 May  Dr William Platz  
Working from Life: Puppets, Lay Figures and Strange Studios 
 

It was commonplace for artists to populate their studios with puppets called ‘lay 
figures’. These were beautiful pieces of ingenuity and craftsmanship, enabling 
artists to pose and study the body, or work ‘from life’ without the living.  In this 
lecture, Dr Platz will use his artwork and research to shine light into this obscure 
corner of art practice and to demonstrate the continuing relevance of studio 
puppets in contemporary art. 
 
  
Monday 23 May Gavin Fry   
War and Peace - Ben Quilty and George Gittoes 
 

Australians have served in many parts of the world in the role of peacekeepers, 
and the experiences of those at the front can be as dramatic and dangerous as 
any world war.  
 

Ben Quilty and George Gittoes have both worked as war artists with peace-
keeping forces, using high emotion and drama in their art to reveal human stories. 



  George Gittoes       
 
Monday 20 June  Robert Ketton  
Turner - The Explorer 
 

JMW Turner was a fascinating character; fiercely patriotic, driven, secretive  
and chaotic in his private life, and penny pinching yet generous. He lived at 
a time of great social change and scientific invention, and through his art, 
recorded the transition of Britain from a rural to an industrial society. 
 

Whilst Robert talks about the life and times of Turner, his wife Catherine will  
demonstrate Turner’s style and technique.  Catherine Ketton demonstrates Turner’s technique 
 
  
 Monday 18 July Ms Grace Cochrane   
Inspired! Design Across Time, and Smart Works: Design and the Handmade 
 

This talk looks at two Powerhouse Museum exhibitions. Inspired! 
Design Across Time (2005-2010) showed 300 years of decorative 
arts and design with a focus on Australian examples. Smart 
Works: Design and the Handmade (2007) considered the work 
of about 40 Australian and New Zealand designers. 
 
  
Monday 15 August Jolyon Warwick James   
History of Hallmarking in England    
 

This is an in-depth look at hallmarking. Why was it needed, how 
was it developed and implemented, and what is its 
relevance today? Historically interesting, it is also a practical 
lesson on how to ‘decode’ those strange looking symbols.   
 
  
Monday 12 September John Broadley    
The Chateau of Vaux-le-Vicomte: too magnificent for a king? 
 

Completed in 1661 for Nicolas Fouquet, the Chateau of Vaux-le-
Vicomte led to him being jailed and the building confiscated.  
 

This lecture will look at Nicolas Fouquet, the rivalries that led to his 
downfall, and the subsequent owners and occupants of the 
château.  
 
  
Monday 10 October Professor Michael Scott Mitchell *  
All you wanted to know about sets but were too afraid to ask 
 

This lecture will focus on a selection from about 200 stage shows, 
musicals and operas that Australian set designer Michael Scott  
Mitchell, has created over a 38-year career.  Set of ‘Carmen’, Sydney Opera House 

 
  
 

Public Liability Insurance of $20m is held by ADFAS Byron Bay & 
Districts under the insurance policy of the Association of ADFAS. 
 

Adfas    www.adfas.org.au 


