ADFAS Tamworth Region
2021 Lectures
Events will take place at the Passchendaele Room, Tamworth
War Memorial Town Hall unless otherwise indicated.
Meet at 5.45 pm for 6.00 pm start.
Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Societies are all about
the arts. Together they form part of a global network of
over 90,000 members connected by a shared interest in
fine art, design, music and travel.
Join one of 37 welcoming ADFAS societies to enjoy
customized access to the arts at home and abroad.

Friday 9 April – Dr Stephen Cunneen (Live)

Friday 13 August – Dr Kathleen Olive (Live)

Phillip, the Colony, the Convicts and the Arts

Decorating domestic spaces in medieval Europe

In January 1788 Governor Phillip,
together with 750 convicts, about
500 marines, sailors and medics
began a unique experiment in social
development on an unknown and
isolated shoreline. Despite the harsh
climate, floggings and executions,
a viable society slowly emerged
amid the high drama of crosscultural relationships. Under Phillip’s inspired leadership artistic
expressions such as engravings, theatre, dance, music and fine
arts were encouraged.

The growth of the middle class in medieval Europe – due in
part to brisk trade, guild reorganisation and more sophisticated
education – ensured that by the 15th century a new type of
consumer culture had developed. Well-to-do merchants, bankers
and even artisans signalled their wealth and sophistication
through conspicuous consumption, much of it destined for the
interior decoration of their comfortable domestic spaces.

Open the website for an invitation to the program of
events:
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Friday 14 May – Lucrezia Walker (Digital)
Venue TBC Elizabeth Vigee Le Brun
Celebrated for her expressive
portraits of French royalty and
aristocracy, and especially of her
patron Marie Antoinette, Vigée
Le Brun exemplified success and
resourcefulness in an age when
women were rarely allowed either.
Because of her close association
with the queen Vigée Le Brun was
forced to flee France during the French Revolution. Her work
and her life make her an extraordinary woman working in
dramatically changing times.

Friday 10 September – Dr Nick Gordon (Live)
The Venice Biennale: Modern & contemporary art in Venice
Venice is one of the world’s
great art cities, with its medieval
mosaics, Renaissance masterpieces
and wonderful collections of
modern art. It also has a rolling
series of biennales – of art,
cinema, architecture, dance and
theatre – which take up half
of each year, and which have
expanded phenomenally since the Biennale was invented in
Venice in the 1890s.

Friday 8 October – Nicole Mezey (Digital)
Jewel of the Crown – Sainte Chapelle

Just three women worked as Official War Artists during World
War Two – Nora Heysen, Stella Bowen and Sybil Craig. They
each made a significant body of work, bringing a fresh vision
to the official expression of Australia at War.

The Sainte Chapelle is a gem of
beauty and technical innovation
in the heart of Paris, possibly the
most perfect surviving medieval
ensemble. It was designed not
only to celebrate France and its
kings, but as a life-size reliquary,
a worthy shrine for some of the
most significant and talismanic of
Christian remains, including the Crown of Thorns.

Friday 9 July – Julie Ewington (Live) Venue TBC

Friday 12 November – Dr Sam Bowker (Live)

Jewellery Today: Ancient Art in Contemporary Hands

Art of the Infinite Sky

Friday 11 June – Gavin Fry, M.Phil (Live)
Nora, Stella and Sybil – The Women at War

Jewellery may be the oldest
continuous form of art making
in the world, practiced in the
majority of human cultures.
Its appeal is enduring: today
jewellery is part of the flourishing
world of contemporary art,
sustained by the same social
settings and issues.

Artists, architects and cartographers have worked with
scientists to describe and predict the movements of celestial
objects. Through their pursuit of knowledge they created
extraordinary artworks. This lecture will survey some of
the most remarkable astronomical artefacts from the early
modern period, including Indigenous Australian, Indian,
Islamic and Renaissance astrological charts, astrolabes,
armillary spheres and orreries, as exquisite relics from the
history of art and science.

Public Liability Insurance of $20,000,000 is held by ADFAS Tamworth Region under the Insurance policy of the Association of ADFAS.
ADFAS Membership is Non-Transferable ABN: 42 943 596 020

ADFAS and the Tamworth Town Hall are both NSW Health registered COVID Safe
organisations. The health and safety of our audiences, staff and speakers is our focus and
as a registered COVID Safe venue, we have a COVIDSafe Plan in place to keep you safe.
For the most up-to-date version of this plan please see our website www.adfas.org.au/
societies/new-south-wales-act/tamworth/ or our Facebook page ADFAS Tamworth
Region.
Memberships are available online and members must also register separately for each
event. This can be done by filling in the online form for each event or by emailing adfas.
tamworth@gmail.com
Patrons will be required to sign in to assist with the contact tracing upon entry using the
QR Code or by providing your contacting details to staff.
If you are feeling unwell, please don’t attend ADFAS lectures.
If you have experienced any identified COVID-19 symptoms in the last 14 days, have
travelled to an identified COVID-19 hotspot and/or have been in contact with a confirmed
case of COVID-19, it is our right to refuse you entry to our events. The health and safety of
our membership is a key priority for ADFAS Tamworth Region.

