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Dear Members, 

Our first lecture is next week on Thursday, 18th March with Jenny Bowker. You will see in this newsletter 
that we are still asking you to email or phone us if you will be attending or not attending on the night.  
Although Covid rules are more relaxed, we still need to know exactly who is attending and all of you to sign 
in on arrival.  If you would like to bring along a guest, again please email us and we are very happy to 
accommodate them if we have available seats. 

If you haven’t already renewed your membership, please do so.  We would love to see you next Thursday 
and we have some very interesting lectures this year! The Membership Form is included in this newsletter. 

We look forward to seeing you all next week. 

Peter Schneider  

Chairman 

March Lecturer - Jennifer Bowker, BVA (Hons)  

Jennifer has been working with textiles since receiving her Bachelor of Visual Arts (Honours) from ANU, 
Canberra. Married to a diplomat with the Department of Foreign Affairs, Jennifer has been fortunate to live 
for a total of eleven years in Arab and Islamic countries. The influence of the Middle East can be seen in her 
lectures and subject matter. Her solo exhibitions have been held in the U.K., Australia and the Middle East. 
Jennifer has also lectured in countries where she has travelled and is a sought-after lecturer at Quilt 
Conventions and Universities. Jennifer’s lectures include her own work [Pack and Follow], The Tentmakers 
of Egypt, Textiles in Syria, Egypt or India, and The Ramallah Project.  

March Lecture - The Tentmakers of Old Cairo  

Jenny lived for four years in Cairo and worked closely with the Egyptian Tentmakers – men who do superb 
fine appliqué panels which were originally used for lining tents. The art is dying and the Tentmaker’s Street 
which had 247 skilled masters in 1979 is now down to 45. Collections are not held anywhere in Egypt, yet 
the work is stunning and beautiful. Jenny took exhibitions to Australia, France, and Spain and will talk about 
the history and development of the Tentmakers’ appliqué. 

 

Members Tickets for Jennifer Bowker’s Lecture 

Due to continued seating constraints, please confirm with a Yes or No for attendance by email or 
phone as soon as possible for the March lecture: 

Susan Powne at susanpowne@bigpond.com  (tel:  0408 458 745) 

It is really important that even if you are unable to attend, we are informed so that we can make 
sure that everyone has received this email.  Also, we cannot accept any member on the night who 
has not confirmed in advance by email or phone. 

mailto:susanpowne@bigpond.com


Guests 

At present, we are offering this lecture to Members only.  Once we have confirmed attendee 
numbers and if there are any available seats, we will offer these to Member’s guests on a first 
come first served basis. If you would like to invite guests, please include their names when 
confirming your attendance, so that we can put them on a waiting list. We will confirm nearer the 
date if we have seats available for your guests. 

Venue - Burke and Wills 

The lecture will be held again at the Burke and Wills on Thursday 18th March at 6pm in the Allan 
Cunningham Room (1st floor).  Burke & Wills is large enough for social distancing and can hold a 
maximum of 70 people.  Parking at Burke & Wills is strictly for hotel guest so please park on the 
street or in nearby carparks. 

Covid-19 Regulations 

As you are well aware, there are still Covid-19 regulations.  Burke & Wills have an approved Covid-
19 Plan.   

Drinks 

A bar in the Allan Cunningham room will be open between 5.15-6.00pm if you would like to buy a 
drink.  Drinks will be available to buy after the lecture and there will be platters of food. 

Supper at Burke and Wills 

As mentioned previously, we are unable to provide supper under Covid-19 rules.  However, Burke 
and Wills will take bookings if you wish to eat in the Restaurant downstairs after the lecture.  
Please be aware that you MUST make a booking in advance if you would like to eat in the 
restaurant as it is very busy on a Thursday night. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all on Thursday 18th March to welcome Jennifer Bowker for what will 

be a fascinating lecture on the Tentmakers of Old Cairo. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Peter Schneider, Chairman 
 

 

For additional information about your society  

  and activities in the Art World of Toowoomba.  

 Like us and make a comment please. 

 
   facebook.com/adfastoowoomba   

 


