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Dear Members, 

Following an excellent start to our 2021 program with Jenny Bowker last month, we look forward 
to hearing from Professor Alastair Blanshard on 15 April. In accordance with the present Covid 
regulations, masks are to be worn except when eating and drinking. The feedback about our 
venue, the Burke and Wills Hotel has been very positive. 
 

On Thursday 25 March I attended an online National Council and AGM for ADFAS. The National 
Chairman, Sue Drummond was very pleased with the healthy state of the organisation considering 
all that has been happening with the pandemic. 
 
Lastly, I would just also like to say thank you to the members who donated $625 towards the 
Youth Arts Scholarship.  This is very much appreciated. 
 

See you on the 15 April at the Burke and Wills for our next lecture. 
 

Keep safe and well. 

Peter Schneider, Chairman 

 

March Lecture - The Tentmakers of Old 

Cairo  

What an excellent start to our ADFAS year to be 

enthralled and entertained by Jenny Bowker talking on 

The Tentmakers of Egypt.   Jenny last came to 

Toowoomba in 2012.  That lecture made a lasting 

impression on me and this one was just as inspiring. 

Her topic of “The Tentmakers” is of brilliantly coloured 

appliqued patchwork, used to line tents, screens for 

weddings, funerals and other celebrating occasions.  In 

one covered narrow street of Old Cairo men can be 

found sitting cross legged, sewing their designs.  

Their hole in the wall shops are richly displayed 

with intricate and beautiful designed work, hung 

on the walls around them. It was never intended to 

be fine or beautiful work, but with crude and 

noticeable stitching. (Suits this patch worker)  

This art is dying in Egypt and Jenny spoke on how 

she is working with the Tentmakers to showcase 

their work to the rest of the world.  I thoroughly 

enjoyed this lecture and I do hope the rest of you 

did also.                                                        

                                                                      Susan Powne 



 

 

April Lecturer – Alastair Blanshard, BA, MA (Qld), PhD (Cantab) FSA 

Professor Alastair Blanshard is the inaugural Paul Eliadis Professor of Classics and Ancient History 
at the University of Queensland. Alastair ‘grew up’ in Brisbane, where he was an undergraduate 
before heading off to Cambridge to undertake his doctoral studies. Following his studies in 
Cambridge, he was a college lecturer at Merton College, Oxford and taught at the University of 
Reading. Prior to returning to Australia in 2005 to take up a position at the University of Sydney, 
Alastair held visiting fellowships at the Centre for Hellenic Studies in Washington and Corpus 
Christi College, Cambridge. He is the author of a number of books including Hercules: A Heroic Life, 
Sex: Vice and Love from Antiquity to Modernity, and Classics on Screen: The representation of 
Greece and Rome in Cinema. His latest book is entitled All the Matters in the Classical World. 
Alastair hosts a weekly radio slot of Sydney's 2GB discussing the relationship between the ancient 
and modern world.  

 

April Lecture - The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World  

For the Greeks, to see the marvellous was to touch the divine. The Greeks loved stories. about 
fabulous works of nature and feats of engineering and compiled many lists of “must see” 
monuments. This lecture focuses on the most famous of these catalogues of marvels, the Seven 
Wonders of the World. It describes the various monuments on this list and why they were so 
important. It also looks at the mentality of the ancient tourist that came to visit them and the 
industry that grew up to support their endeavour. 

 

Members Tickets for Alastair Blanshard’s Lecture 

Due to continued seating constraints, please confirm with a Yes or No for attendance by email or 
phone as soon as possible for the March lecture: 

Susan Powne at susanpowne@bigpond.com  (tel:  0408 458 745) 

or 

Val Watson at paywat@bigpond.net.au 

 
It is really important that even if you are unable to attend, we are informed so that we can make 
sure that everyone has received this email.  Also, we cannot accept any member on the night who 
has not confirmed in advance by email or phone. 

Guests 

At present, we are offering this lecture to Members only.  Once we have confirmed attendee 
numbers and if there are any available seats, we will offer these to Member’s guests on a first 
come first served basis. If you would like to invite guests, please include their names when 
confirming your attendance, so that we can put them on a waiting list. We will confirm nearer the 
date if we have seats available for your guests. 

mailto:susanpowne@bigpond.com
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Venue - Burke and Wills 

The lecture will be held again at the Burke and Wills on Thursday 15 April at 6pm in the Allan 
Cunningham Room (1st floor).  Burke & Wills is large enough for social distancing.  Parking at Burke 
& Wills is strictly for hotel guest so please park on the street or in nearby carparks. 

Covid-19 Regulations 

As you are well aware, there are still Covid-19 regulations and you must wear a mask when 
entering Burke & Willis and only take off while eating or drinking.  Burke & Wills have an approved 
Covid-19 Plan.   

Drinks 

A bar in the Allan Cunningham room will be open between 5.15-6.00pm if you would like to buy a 
drink.  Drinks will be available to buy after the lecture and there will be platters of food. 

Supper at Burke and Wills 

As mentioned previously, we are unable to provide supper under Covid-19 rules.  However, Burke 
and Wills will take bookings if you wish to eat in the Restaurant downstairs after the lecture.  
Please be aware that you MUST make a booking in advance if you would like to eat in the 
restaurant as it is very busy on a Thursday night. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all on Thursday 15 April to welcome Alastair Blanshard for what will 

be a very interesting lecture on the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 

 

 

 
 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Peter Schneider, Chairman 
 

 

For additional information about your society  

  and activities in the Art World of Toowoomba.  

 Like us and make a comment please. 

 
   facebook.com/adfastoowoomba   

 


