
KENDRAH MORGAN 
Kendrah Morgan is Senior Curator at Heide Museum of 
Modern Art, Melbourne, where she joined the staff in 2003. 
She began her curatorial career at Auckland Art Gallery in New 
Zealand, after previous roles in the commercial gallery sector 
and as a lecturer in art and design history. 
Since 1998 Kendrah has curated more than forty exhibitions, 
with Charles Blackman: Schoolgirls, (2017); Arthur Boyd: 
Brides (2014); and Fiona Hall: Big Game Hunting (2013) 

among her major projects. She has also co-authored four books on aspects of Heide 
history, including Modern Love: The Lives of John and Sunday Reed (2015), which was 
shortlisted for the Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for non-fiction and the Colin 
Roderick Literary Award. Her most recent book, Mirka and Georges: A Culinary Affair, 
the story of the Mirka and Georges Mora’s transformation of Melbourne’s culinary and 
cultural landscape, was released in 2018.

DR KAREN PEARLMAN PhD MA BFA 
Karen, senior lecturer in Screen Production at Macquarie 
University, is the co-director of the multi-award winning 
Physical TV Company, through which she has been responsible 
for development, production of numerous highly acclaimed 
and award winning dance-films, documentaries and dramas. 
Karen is the author of Cutting Rhythms, Intuitive Film Editing 
published in many countries by Focal Press, and now in its 
2nd edition. She held the post of Head of Screen Studies at 

AFTRS for 6 years and was a long serving member of the editorial board of Lumina, the 
Australian Journal of Screen Arts and Business. Karen was the 2009-2010 President of the 
Australian Screen Editors Guild and enjoys her ongoing association with the guild as a 
full member and frequent public speaker. She is a five time nominee and two time winner 
of Best Editing Awards from the ASE, as well as an Australian Teachers of Media (ATOM) 
Award for best short fiction and numerous film festival awards.  Before taking up 
filmmaking, editing and film studies, Karen had a distinguished career as a professional 
dancer - performing on the Opera House stages of the world and directing two dance 
companies. She holds a Doctorate of Creative Arts from UTS, two MAs – one from UTS 
and one from AFTRS, and a BFA in dance from NYU Tisch School of the Arts.

2021 LECTURE SERIES

2021 LECTURERS
SUSANNAH FULLERTON BA OAM MSc (Arts) 
Susannah has been passionate about literature for as long as she 
can remember. She has a BA from the University of Auckland 
NZ and a post-graduate degree in Victorian literature from the 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland. 
She currently teaches literature courses in Sydney and lectures 
regularly at the State Library of NSW and the Art Gallery of 
NSW. In 2017 Susannah was awarded an Order of Australia 
Medal for Services to Literature and was made a Fellow of 

the Royal Society of NSW. This is primarily a scientific body, but they have extended into 
the arts and Susannah was the first recipient. She has been president of the Jane Austen 
Society of Australia for the past 18 years and has spoken about Jane Austen to many 
schools, community groups and adult classes.  Susannah is the author of several books 
– Jane Austen – Antipodean Views, Jane Austen and Crime, Brief encounters: Literary 
Travellers in Australia, A Dance with Jane Austin and Happily Ever After: Celebrating 
Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. She has also written and recorded an audio CD, 
Finding Katherine Mansfield, about the life and works of New Zealand’s greatest writer.
Susannah leads literary tours to the UK, France and the USA. These tours are run by 
Australians Studying Abroad. Susannah has lectured regularly for ADFAS for many years.

GAVIN FRY BA (Hons) MA  MPhil 
Gavin Fry is a writer, artist and museum professional with 
fifty years experience working in curatorial and management 
positions in Australian museums, galleries and educational 
institutions. He is the author of 25 books on Australian art 
and history and a large number of catalogue and journal 
essays. In retirement Gavin has returned to his art training 
and exhibits as a painter in Newcastle and Melbourne. As 
well as working as a professional writer, he also designs 

and publishes books on behalf of other writers and artists. Gavin holds the degrees of 
Bachelor of Arts [Hons] and Master of Arts from Monash University and Master of 
Philosophy from Leicester University.

DR. GRACE COCHRANE AM BFA MFA PhD D Litt
Now an independent curator and writer, until 2005 Grace 
Cochrane was senior curator of Australian decorative arts 
and design at the Powerhouse Museum, Sydney. Born in New 
Zealand, she received the Australia Council’s VACB Emeritus 
medal in 2001, and in 2010 was appointed an Adjunct 
Professor at the Charles Sturt University, Wagga Wagga, and 
Visiting Professor, University of Lincoln, UK.

DR. KATHLEEN OLIVE PhD
Kathleen’s PhD was a study of artisanal culture in 
Renaissance Florence, through the lens of a goldsmith’s 
commonplace book known as the Codex Rustici. She lived 
and studied in Italy for a number of years, and then taught 
Italian language, literature and history at the University of 
Sydney. Kathleen now works with Academy Travel, leading 
tours to Europe and, particularly, Italy.

DR. NICK GORDON PhD
Dr Nick Gordon holds a University Medal (2003) and PhD 
(2009) in history from the University of Sydney. He has taught 
European history at the University of Sydney (2004-2009), 
the history of political thought at Western Sydney University 
(2009-14), and architectural history at the University of NSW. 
He has lectured regularly on art and history topics for the 
Nicholson Museum, Hazelhurst Regional Gallery, the WEA 
Sydney and Sydney’s Centre for Continuing Education. He 

has led art-focused tours for Academy Travel since 2007, principally to Europe and 
Australia. He is also an artist and brings his deep knowledge of materials, techniques 
and the insights of his “artist’s eye” to his analyses of art in his lectures.

ADFAS Pokolbin Inc is one of 38 similar societies in Australia. We 
offer eight quality lectures each year by recognised experts in the 
visual arts, theatre, film and literature. 

Each lecture is presented in the modern state-of-the-art Cessnock 
Performing Arts Centre.
Becoming a member of our society is far more than simply “buying” a 
number of lectures. Being a member of ADFAS Pokolbin means being part 
of a special community that supports local arts, increases access to arts 
education, and enables volunteer projects. 
We are particularly proud of our Young Arts Projects. We support around 
two thousand younger members within our community. Our aim is to 
inspire younger members with an appreciation and enthusiasm for the Arts.
We encourage you to support our vital Society by renewing your 
membership or joining as a new member. We hope you can continue to show 
your support while we come out of the other side of this pandemic.

For more information, visit www.adfaspokolbin.org.au
Email: members2@adfaspokolbin.org.au 

Membership Secretary: Lucy Griffiths 0413 216 929
ADFAS Pokolbin Inc., Box 386, CESSNOCK NSW 2325

ABN 50 525 651 526
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'Japanese Wreckage Penfoei Airstrip' by Eric Thake



MondaY 1 February 
SUSANNAH FULLERTON
“And So to Bed...”: The Diary of 
Samuel Pepys and Restoration 
London
The diary of Samuel Pepys has long 
been considered the greatest diary 
in the English language. Historians 
have found it invaluable, but it is 
also a superb work of literature and 
the record of an extraordinary man. 

Susannah Fullerton’s talk on Pepys tells of his experience of the 
Plague and the Great Fire, his constant womanizing, his theatre-
going and his dinners. Susannah loves to share her enthusiasm for 
this most human and delightful of diarists.

Monday 8 March
GAVIN FRY
Three Artists in East Timor
Three very different Australian artists 
have worked in the former Portuguese 
colony of East Timor, bringing back 
images of conflict and Australian 
service. Eric Thake ventured to Timor 
on behalf of the RAAF in 1945, to be 
followed a generation later by Rick 
Amor and Wendy Sharpe. They all 
produced work at once very personal, 

but also telling of Australia’s role in conflict.

Monday 12 April
DR. GRACE COCHRANE
White Gums and Ramoxes: The 
Ceramics of Merric and Arthur 
Boyd 
This is the story of the development 
of the exhibition, White Gums and 
Ramoxes, told by its curator, Grace 
Cochrane. The exhibition was from 

the Bundanon Trust Collection, the property Arthur and Yvonne 
Boyd gifted to the people of Australia in 1993. Grace Cochrane 
discusses how the exhibition was created, and how the relationship 
between Arthur and his father is revealed through their work. 

Monday 10 May
DR. KATHLEEN OLIVE
The Art of the Japanese Garden  
Expanses of raked white gravel; 
iconic trees, carefully twisted into 
sometimes torturous shapes; and 
the soothing drip of water onto 
stone: when you deconstruct the 
elements of a Japanese garden they 
seem so simple, yet their combined 
effect is undeniably engaging and 

soothing. In this talk, Kathleen Olive investigates the historic roots 
of Japanese garden design, which was developed in isolation from 
European influence, thus preserving something quintessentially 
‘Japanese’.

Monday 7 June
DR NICK GORDON
The Australian Landscape from 
Glover to Olsen    
It’s often said that the Australian 
landscape posed unique problems 
for artists trained in a European 
tradition. But the history of 
Australian landscape painting is 

far more complex. In this lecture Dr Nick Gordon shows how 
Australian landscape painters helped craft ideas of Australianness, 
from a specifically Australian national identity in the 19th century 
to a confident cosmopolitanism in the 1960s.

Monday 9 AUGUST
KENDRAH MORGAN
Modern Art and Modern Love: 
John and Sunday Reed
Melbourne art benefactors John and 
Sunday Reed led unconventional and 
complex lives. Their home, Heide, 
was an important creative gathering 
point for many celebrated artists - 

from Sidney Nolan, Arthur Boyd, Albert Tucker and Joy Hester to 
Charles Blackman and Mirka Mora. The Reeds are widely recognised 
for the influential role they played in the development of Australian 
art and intellectual culture from the 1930s until the early 1980s.

Monday 6 September
DR. KAREN PEARLMAN
Telling Our Stories: Images 
and Ideas in Three Waves of 
Australian Film
Australian film captured the world's 
attention in the 1970s and early 
80s with a series of beautifully 
shot period dramas such as Picnic 
at Hanging Rock and Breaker 

Morant. A decade later, Strictly Ballroom and Priscilla, Queen 
of the Desert painted Australia as rambunctious and gleefully 
spectacular. The distinctive work of Indigenous filmmakers has 
brought a new wave of attention. This lecture will look at these 
three 'waves' of Australian cinema.

October (date tba)
MEMBERS CAR BOOT PICNIC 
AT SCULPTURE IN THE 
VINEYARDS

October (date tba) 
MYSTERY LECTURE
We have been exploring a couple of 
options for this month and will let 
you know once the plans have been 
finalised. Watch this space!

ADFAS Pokolbin Lectures are held at:
Cessnock Performing Arts Centre,
Corner Vincent St and Aberdare Rd, Cessnock
Time: Entry from 6.15pm and fully seated by 6.45pm
(this is to allow for Covid Safe Compliance)

Prior notice of attendance to our 
Membership Secretary is necessary, 
especially during Covid 19 period.
Email: members2@adfaspokolbin.org.au
Please check our website for regular updates.

Annual Membership: $180 (8 lectures)
Visitors Welcome: $30 per lecture 
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