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lthough restrictions are easing, the future has never been more uncertain, with changes 
occurring rapidly. I am learning to be content with what I have around me; family, friends; a 
garden to watch the bees, local parkland to walk around, birds that arrive each morning shrilly 
demanding food and the ability to log into the wonderful world of art and creativity online. I 

only need a word to disappear down the ‘rabbit hole’ and resurface an hour later, full of energy at having 
learnt something new.  
 
This month I have learnt something new about Australia’s own Impressionist: John Peter Russell. Art 
Historian Lucrezia Walker was due to present this lecture in August and we have been liaising with her 
to produce an online version for our members. I have had the pleasure of having Lucrezia as a guide on 
art history tours at the National Gallery in London and she is a joy to listen to as she talks about and 
explains many aspects of art history.  
 
Our next online lecture is: John Peter Russell 

 
Lucrezia presents JP Russell as more than just a name on a plaque beside a painting. She fleshes out 
this talented artist, drawing details from his childhood in Sydney, his time studying in England before 
he goes on to meet the love of his life, Marianne Mattiocca in Paris. It was love at first sight and the 
couple who were very much a part of the Parisian art scene migrated between their home on Belle-Île-
en-Mer, Paris and visiting family members in Italy. Lucrezia brings in lots of details about their lifestyle, 
what the era was like around them and of course Russell as a painter.  
 
It is a pleasure to listen to and watch such a knowledgeable art historian and I know you will enjoy this 
online lecture as much as I did. When you click on the link it will open the video and you can watch it 
on your computer, iPad, or smart television.  
 
Vale 
Sue Drummond, National Chairman, passed on the sad news that Rear Admiral Andrew Robertson AO 
DSC RAN (Ret’d), husband of Patricia Robertson died 04 July 2020. Patricia is the Patron of ADFAS 
, the Founder of Sydney ADFAS and the Founding Chairman of Association of ADFAS.  
I never met Andrew but in a world of tight connections my husband Andy served under him when he 
was Commanding Officer HMAS Albatross, the Naval Air Station at Nowra New South Wales 
and again a few years later.  If you wish to read more about Andrew Robertson, click here on 
Navy Daily. 
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Stepping Back  
We have reluctantly farewelled Marg Brannock, our long serving Membership Secretary who feels that 
6 years is sufficient in one role. She is also using this year to have a knee replacement and we wish her 
a speedy recovery and full agility so that she can continue many ache free wanderings with husband 
John in future years. Marg did a magnificent job of managing a growing membership database. She was 
meticulous and thorough and the Committee both past and present are very grateful for her diligence. 
Collating and recording the following year’s memberships as they come in the period December to 
February of each year is a very time consuming activity and as many of our Committee members are 
still working part-time, this role is going to be shared between Jane Reasbeck and Georgia Jones. Both 
Jane and Georgia are new to the Committee and ADFAS and are looking forward to meeting our 
members in 2021. 
 

Young Arts Update 
As a Society we are delighted that despite the COVID-19 restrictions on attending events, we as a 
Society have been able to meet our Commitments to the Young Arts. We recently received this feedback 
from Julie and Kriss, our contacts within the QSO and the Qld Ballet Academy. 
QSO 

Queensland Symphony Orchestra musicians are responding to the needs of students and 
teachers affected by the changes to learning situations imposed by COVID-19 
restrictions.  Musicians are filming duets for every orchestral instrument to assist more 
advanced students unable to attend ensemble activities at their own level.  Students will be able 
to participate in a “virtual” duet with a QSO musician and learn tips on musicality and sound 
production.  They will be able to record their own performance alongside the professional 
musician and use this recording for school concerts, examinations and auditions. 
Julie 
 
Qld Ballet Academy 
Thank you sincerely from all of us at QB for ADFAS ’ongoing support of QB Academy students 
via the ADFAS scholarship! Once funds are received, we can begin the usual process of 
awarding them to the students via the Academy’s artistic team. 
Kris Brian  

 

Christian Dior: Designer of Dreams 
Reading that Brooks Bros has filed for bankruptcy brings home how much our dress style has changed, 
particularly so while many of us work from home. Although I am rarely seen out of jeans and a jumper 
even during our Zoom meetings, I am so looking forward to wearing the many jackets and dresses that 
sit forlornly in my wardrobe. I am already planning the ‘gatherings’ on our deck at which I will 
encourage my guests to ‘dress up for the evening!’. We have birthdays to celebrate, births to toast and 
centenaries to mark.  
 

I was delighted therefore, to be sent a link to the behind the scenes video of a pre-Covid exhibition 
Christian Dior: Designer of Dreams. held at the V&A and the Musée des Arts Décoratifs in Paris. This 
video which provides an insight into the man himself, is a tour not only of the exhibition with its glorious 
clothes but a behind the scenes tour with the professionals putting together the exhibition.  This video 
takes us out of the ordinary and the mundane, it is to fall in love again with colour, beauty, desire, 
ourselves and most importantly our dreams. It is a glorious way to spend an hour. 
The link below is to the video produced with Harpers Bazaar. 
 

Harper’s - https://www.harpersbazaar.com/uk/fashion/fashion-news/a32186886/dior-designer-
of-dreams-virtual-tour/  
 

The link below is to the gorgeous outfits in the exhibition.   
https://madparis.fr/en/about-us/exhibitions/recent-exhibitions/christian-dior-couturier-du-
reve/#&gid=1&pid=1 
 
We hope that soon we will be able to chat face to face,  
 
Susie Craig 
Chair 
ADFAS Brisbane 
 


