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FROM THE CHAIR 
 

Dear Valued Member, 
 

We all miss the camaraderie of our usual lecture gatherings and the chance to converse with the 
lecturer.  However, in this time of social distancing your committee is working on how best to bring you our 
lectures for the remainder of 2020, or until this crisis is over.  We are working closely with the national ADFAS 
Executive and the Lecturer's Committees and will be keeping you updated through our monthly newsletter. 
 

To begin with, the ADFAS Association has agreed to have Ian Cockburn record a lecture especially for our 
members.  You will be sent the link and password later in May with a window of 3 weeks in which to watch the 
lecture. We may have other lectures recorded for you during the year, depending on members’ response to the 
Ian Cockburn lecture, so will be asking you for feedback after the link expires.  This is our way of continuing to 
engage with you during this difficult time.  An opportunity (albeit digitally) to enjoy quality lectures from the 
comfort of your home, delivered by accredited lecturers from Australia and the UK recorded especially for us.  
They too are in lockdown and have suddenly lost their income.  While we appreciate that not everybody will 
want to watch lectures online, we would like to offer the option to everyone.  We thank you for your support.  
 

The coronavirus has brought a massive change to all our lives in 2020 but we will live through this and again 
enjoy our wonderful program of lectures, outings and travel options in the company of the convivial Members of 
ADFAS Bowral.  Your committee is already planning our 'coming out' celebration when the lock down is 
over.  Stay safe and well. 
          Sincerely,  Kirstie 

 
 

Ian Cockburn       -     lecture 
The Beginnings of Moorish Architecture: 

Experiencing and Understanding the Exotic 
viewed from the comfort of your own home 

 

 

When entering an architectural space designed by an unknown culture, there are two main questions we must 
ask ourselves.  How do we experience it, and how do we understand it.? 

 The first significant structure built by Moorish 
 invaders who conquered the Iberian 
Peninsula in the early 8th century was the 
Friday or communal mosque at Córdoba.  
This lecture looks at the impact this 
stunningly beautiful building has on the 
visitor and how that impact is achieved.  It 
also examines the details of the structure 
and decorative elements, to show how they 
can be understood, both in terms of the 
hidden messages that tell the story of the political, social and religious turmoil 

that embroiled Córdoba in the tenth century, when a Caliphate was declared and the Great Mosque was finally 
completed.  
 

 

For more information contact Rebecca Reid                         membership@adfasbowral.com   0407 065 557 
 

 

 


