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This is a travel tale with a difference because it comes from our Committee member Annie Hall. 
 

In early January, Annie travelled with her husband, Philip to Pitcairn Island where he had accepted a relief 
position as a GP for what he promised would only be a two-month secondment.  However, COVID-19 
changed those travel arrangements and Annie and Philip are still living on Pitcairn Island as the incoming 
GP wasn’t able to arrive as planned. They hope to board the small freight ship from Auckland and travel 
back to Brisbane in the next few weeks.  
 

I asked Annie what life was like on Pitcairn where their arrival coincided with a significant holiday. 
 
“Our stay here in Pitcairn Island has been the fulfilment of a long ambition.”  
 

 
 
We arrived just in time for Bounty Day, 23rd January. The Anniversary of the burning of 
the Bounty is a public Holiday. With the long boat setting off for some fishing to provide 

for the Celebration. I was invited 
to go as well. We caught 3 tunas 
and 2 Wahoos along with an 
almost Marlin. But it broke off 
it’s line with a huge leap from the 
sea and then away! This was 
traditional Pitcairn hand line 
fishing. Thank goodness they 
were wearing gloves! 
 

This fish supplied the community 
gathering and the ritual burning 
of the Bounty.
 

 
 

The Pitcairners stood around singing the beautiful 
hymn…’in the Sweet Bye and Bye’, as the model Bounty 
was set alight. 
 
Isolated in crystal clear waters of central South  
Pacific lies the Pitcairn Islands. This an UK Overseas 
Territory, consisting of 4 Islands: Ducie, Oeno, 

Henderson and 
Pitcairn. It lies 
midway between 
South America and 
Australia more than 
7,000 km away. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pitcairn is the most beautiful island with NO Beaches 
only rocky cliffs and transport is by Quad-bikes. Life 
here is simple with generator supplying power from 
6am till 10pm. Then it’s lights out for everyone! The 
Islanders grow their own fruit, vegetables and along 
with fishing the Ocean, they have very few wants or 
needs. 
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Only Pitcairn is inhabited. Ancient relics and cliff 
petroglyphs suggest the first inhabitants were 
Polynesian but Pitcairn is best known as the home to 
the descendants of the infamous Bounty Mutineers who 
lived here, together with their Polynesian partners, 
undiscovered for 20 years. The sailors who moved 
ashore in 1790, found Pitcairn to be uninhabited, 
fertile, warm and above all else, safe in its isolation. 
They unloaded the Bounty, burnt it to hide any trace 
of their existence and set up camp. 
 
 
Adams led the community, 
ensuring the children were 

educated and that the animals, stocks and ‘gardens’ were 
well looked after. 
 
Ultimately John Adams became the only one of the eleven 
original European settlers left, dying at the age of 60 and 
was buried like the others on the island.  
 

Pitcairn’s dramatic 
history is evident at 
every turn with place 
names like ‘oh dear’, 
‘Break I’m hip’ and 
‘Christian’s Cave.  
 
These are evocative 
reminders of the past 
events. On Pitcairn you can see the relics of the 
Bounty with its ship’s anchor, cannon, Bligh’s Bible 
and the remains of the ship in shallow waters in 
Bounty Bay, remnants of 230 years settlement.

 
Pitcairn Island 

today has a population of fewer than 50 people, most 
of whom are the descendants of the original Bounty 
setters and English is the official language. Although 
Pitkern is spoken in local conversation.  

 
The islanders work, carving, weaving and making 
jewellery to sell to the passengers on the passing 
cruise ships and all jobs are part time including the 

doctor, postie, 
Immigration 
Officer and 
teacher. Many 
are employed 
as Council workers by the UK government. 
 
The Currency is the New Zealand Dollar The 
general store is only open three times a week for 
2 hours.  Church is every Saturday in keeping with 
the Seventh Day Adventist tradition and with lots 
of hymn singing in Pitcairn style!  
 
 
The world-famous Pitcairn honey is now exported 
from the island to countries all over the world 
along with their organic coffee beans to a select 
market in Europe. 
 

 

Most 
people 
live in or 
around  
Adamstow
n with it’s 
general 
store, 
church, 
post 
office, 
school, 
library, 
Museum 
and 
medical 
centre. 
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Although Pitcairn can still only be reached by Sea, a satellite link allows instant 
communication with the rest of the world and the island’s supply ship regularly brings 
goods and material from New Zealand.  

 
Life on this 5 square kilometre island is still 
physically challenging.  
 
Everything shipped is unloaded at sea on the 
long boats then brought to into Bounty Bay to be 
unloaded onto the dock by 10 able bodied 
islanders.  
 
 

Pitcairn’s 
colourful stamps 
[printed in 
Dunedin New 
Zealand] along 
with curios/ 
souvenirs, fresh 
fruits and 
veggies are sold 
to passing ships 
and yachts. 

This island is a unique and beautiful place and shows 
us how a community can work together, in caring and 

sharing. 
 


