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hank you to those members for letting me know 
how much you enjoyed Matthew Laing’s first 
lecture. I found it fascinating to learn of the 
philanthropic activity of men and women from 

humble and privileged backgrounds who wanted to 
make their city a beautiful place to live. It was also 
interesting to learn of the similarities between 
Australia’s Parliament House in Canberra and the 
architecture of churches in Columbus. It is a small 
world with close links.   
 
Matthew responded very quickly to the request from the 
ADFAS Lecturers’s Committee for an online video. It 
was a learning exercise for him with his laptop and in 
his home away from the expertise of a professional 
video recording studio. We are exceedingly grateful to 
him for his remarkable effort in producing the video on 
Columbus, Indiana that we bought for our Brisbane 
members.  
 
Here are some of the comments about our first video… 
 

‘I just watched the lecture – it was great! Thanks so 
much for bringing the lecturers into our homes. Hope 
there are more to come – or even better, if we can return 
to the regular program sometime soon.’ 
Rebecca 
 
‘I did so much enjoy Matthew’s talk & an interesting 
topic indeed! I studied Modernism some 40 odd years 
ago so knew the icons/signs that depicted this style…! 
Matthew knew his stuff!’ 
Sally 
 
‘A note to say how much I enjoyed the lecture on 
Modernist architecture by Mathew Lang.  The 
commentary re the design of Australia’s current 
parliament house in relation to designs of other 
buildings in Columbus, Indiana I found most 
interesting.  It made for a pleasant way to while away 
Sunday lunch hour during these times of Covid 19.  
Thank you and the ADFAS team for this innovative 
approach.  I look forward to the next presentation.’ 
Jill  

 
 
Now for the next video… 
We have another treat for you with an online lecture from Ian Cockburn, who is a well-known Australian lecturer with 
ADFAS. Ian is an art historian with a BA (Birkbeck College) in Art History and an MA (Courtauld Institute of Art) in 
Medieval Spanish Art History. He is fascinated by the nearly 800 years of Moorish occupation and Christian reconquest 
of medieval Iberia. Ian is a highly regarded lecturer at the V&A and the London Art History Society on textiles and 
ivories from Al-Andalus and has also spoken to academics from Madrid University on these same topics. Ian has been 
lecturing in Spain to customers of his travel business since 1984.     The lecture we bring you is….
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The Beginnings of Moorish Architecture: Experiencing and 
Understanding the Exotic 

 
Ian invites us to address two question when entering an architectural 
space designed by an unknown culture.  
How we experience this space and what we understand of it? 
 
The first significant structure built by the Moorish invaders who 
conquered the Iberian Peninsula in the early 8th century was the 
Friday or communal mosque at Córdoba. Commenced in 785 and 
completed in distinct stages over the next two hundred years, it 
became the template for virtually all monumental Moorish 
architecture on the peninsula.  

 

I wish all our members a wonderful May and hope they are keeping 
well and safe and able to spend time with their families. 
 
Memories of Afternoon Tea on my deck with my mother. Vintage 
cups, pink roses, macarons – what does this tell us about 
ourselves? We discover this further in our newsletter.  
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Ian has given us the link and says it is able to be used until 08 June 2021. Once you have clicked on the link: 
https://vimeo.com/12798904 it will ask for a password which is: Cord01 
  
 
Meet the Committee continued… 
Earlier this year we had promised we would profile our Committee members and even though you cannot yet meet 
them in person, I would like you to know them through our words.  
 

 
 
Frankie counts herself fortunate to have been able to be immersed in different cultures, meet new friends and have the 
opportunity to wander through some of the world’s finest galleries, dragging the children behind her. She loves fashion, 
designs her own clothes and finds food and cooking both relaxing and a challenge; the latest being a 35 cm high 3D 
Godzilla birthday cake for her oldest grandson.  
Frankie’s ability to examine new situations calmly and from a different perspective has meant that she took on 
responsibility for Try Booking very successfully.  
 
 

 

This lecture looks at the impact this stunningly beautiful 
building has on the visitor and how that impact is achieved. 
It also examines the details of the structure and decorative 
elements, to show how they can be understood, both in 
terms of their origins and in terms of the hidden messages 
that tell the story of the political, social and religious 
turmoil that embroiled Córdoba in the tenth century, when 
a Caliphate was declared and the Great Mosque was finally 
completed. 
 
Córdoba’s architecture was of such skill and beauty that the 
Christian crusaders brought the design concepts back with 
them to England where it influenced the architecture of 
many of its great cathedrals including Durham. 

Frankie Fallon 
After a happy childhood in Brisbane, the last thing Frankie 

thought about when she married John was moving - fifteen houses 
later they are back in Brisbane, having lived in Canberra four times, 
Ontario and Paris. Is Brisbane permanent? Who knows?  

This latest challenge of Covid-19 self-isolation is nothing 
compared to relocating to a city where you know no-one with a new 
baby and no furniture. During all this moving they raised 5 children 
which Frankie says has taught her to be adaptable with resources. 
On arrival in Paris at the height of summer, her 6-month baby son 
slept in the bottom drawer of a chest of drawers while his cot sat on 
the docks.   
 

Dr Jane Reasbeck 
Jane brings many interesting qualities to our Committee. Although a member for 
some years work commitments as a Radiologist meant she only had time to attend 
lectures.  However, with retirement planned for later this year, she has dived into 
committing herself to joining our Committee.  
 
Jane completed her medical training in England then early in her career, travelled 
for 6 months, landing in New Zealand where she qualified as a Diagnostic 
Radiologist, practicing there, in the UK and finally in Brisbane. Here she married 
Michael, a Queenslander, and acquired a wonderful Brisbane family, including 
four children, all now in their 30’s.  
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Teatime with the family – what does it reveal about 
us? 
Instagram photos see a wine glass in the hand rather 
than the tea cup yet once the art of taking tea was a very 
special moment in a family’s life. I thought this small 
piece from the Getty newsletter might intrigue you as it 
is about families being together having tea.  

It will only take about 4 minutes of your time to read 
it.  
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/what-a-portrait-of-a-british-
family-reveals-about-18th-century-england-and-
tea/?utm_source=egetty226&utm_medium=email&ut
m_campaign=egetty226   
 

What a Portrait of a British Family Reveals about 18th-Century England and Tea 
 

 
 
 
 
Afternoon tea…. 

 
 
 

A contented family enjoying each other’s company 
but what does it say to the world. Do you dress up 
for special occasions or is the time meant to be 
more about the company than first impressions? 
 
 
John, Fourteenth Lord Willoughby de Broke, and 
His Family, about 1766, Johann Zoffany. Oil on 
canvas, 40 1/8 × 50 1/8 in. 96.PA.312. Digital 
image courtesy of the Getty’s Open Content 
Program 
 

Dr Jane Reasbeck, cont. 
Like many of ADFAS members, Jane ‘s interest in art is combined with a creative streak. She has studied at The 
Goldsmith’s School and designs and creates jewellery. Jane’s adventurous spirit intrigued her take up scuba diving 
while working in Dunedin, where she braved the local cold waters known for their Great White population. Jane and 
Michael are keen walkers and most of their annual leave adventures include hiking experiences of one kind or another. 
 
The Committee is exceedingly grateful that Jane stepped in to help us with the Membership role earlier this year when 
Marg Brannock was delayed whilst holidaying in France. 

One of the activities many of us have been doing 
during this time is cataloguing and tidying up our 
photos.  
Do you have a favourite teatime photo? I have 
two; one of my Grandmother with her older sister 
and their mother having tea in the garden circa 
1906.  
 
If you have a favourite tea-time photo and are 
happy to share it send it into us and we will put it 
in our next newsletter. 
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You might remember Leslie Primo who was here in 
2019 and spoke  on Michelangelo and Foreigners in 
London. He recently worked with dkpublishing as 
an art history consultant for a children’s book on 
Leonardo da Vinci for 7-11 year olds.  

The author, Stephen Kransky, writes in the 
acknowledgements that Leslie’s role was to make 
sure that Leonardo would approve of what was 
written about him in the book.  

 
 

.      
 
 
In June, Robin Haig was to be our lecturer speaking on Anna Paavlov and Isador Duncan. Sadly we have had to 
cancel that lecture at present. I am hopeful that we can have Robin come up in the future but in the meantime 
Sandi Fuelop from the Gold Coast found two excellent programmes that relate very closely to some of Robin’s 
suggested topics.  They are on YouTube.  
 
  
The programmes are: 
Here is the address to watch: Diaghilev and the 
Ballet Russes (length  29 minutes) 
Produced by the National Gallery of Art – 
Washington 
Narrated by Tilda Swinton 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmsR8eR2-MI 
  

 
Here is the address to watch: Margot Fonteyn, a 
documentary  (Length 1 hour 27 minutes) 
Narrated by Margot Fonteyn among others 
including  Rudolf Nureyev, Robert Helpman and 
Robert Ashton. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95N4J7B2XWI

 
 
Susie Craig 
Chair   ADFAS Brisbane 

  


