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ADFAS Brisbane Newsletter 
February - March 2020 

 
Chairman's Message  

I couldn't help noticing how wonderful the Allamanda flowers are looking as  
they tumble elegantly over Brisbane's fences. This is on the corner of our 
block and our neighbour's fence. A ray of sunshine on dark cloudy days.  
  
 Welcome to the start of our 2020 Lecture season, with Paul Atterbury 
returning to Brisbane to talk about The Canal Age from its beginnings as a 
transport route for commerce until its transformation as a leisure network and 
its impact on architecture, the landscape, the decorative arts and the families 
who lived on the canals. I am sure we will get a wonderful blend of romance 
and reality. I wonder what jacket he will wear this year? 
 
 New Members Lunch 
After this lecture we are hosting a lunch at the GOMA café for all new 

members to join us.  We have reserved a few tables and ordered salads and quiches  for those who would like to join 
us.  If you haven’t already booked, please phone me and I will see if I can reserve some additional spaces. 
 
Our Committee has already started reading the synopses of the proposed lecturers for 2021.  As always, the variety 
and quality of the topics is so interesting that  we will have trouble deciding on our preferred choice. We make our 
selection, bearing in mind previous years’ topics and lecturers to ensure that we offer our members as much variety 
as possible. Once we make our choices, the Lecturers’ Committee begins correspondence with these chosen lecturers 
so we won’t know of the outcome until much later in the year. 
 
Jann Scott, the Young Arts Coordinator, and I attended 
the Qld Ballet ‘Meet the New Artists’ evening last 
week and it was a delight to hear these young 
18-23 year-olds talk briefly about themselves and their 
aspirations. Also present were a number of ADFAS 
members who are supporters of the Qld Ballet, 
including Barbara Duhig, Barbara Bedwell and 
Rachael Walsh, plus a few Brisbane River members 
who made themselves known to us. We also learnt 
about the new Ballet facility slowly coming out of the 
ground which will include a 400-seat theatre. It is 
wonderful to see these young people morph into 
serious dancers determined to make their way in the 
world of ballet. 
 
Lastly, we were given a tour of Old Government 
House and the William Robinson Gallery.  Both Dr 
Katie McConnel and Sarah Barron were generous with 
their time in taking us around the house and I thank them on behalf of those who joined me on the tour. 
 
 Do introduce yourself to our new Committee on Thursday. We have a very new team who have been rising to the 
challenge of becoming familiar with the process and organisation required to make these days a success. I have 
introduced two members in this newsletter. 
 
The first lecture morning is always busy but with new members unfamiliar with the process of finding their badges 
and signing in, and our distributing the guest passes which this year have your name on them, it will be a busy 
morning. However, don’t hesitate to introduce yourself to me and the team on the desk. We would like that. 
 
See you at the Lecture, 
Susie 
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Introducing the Committee: 

 Susie Craig,    2020 Chairman                                           
British by birth, of French, & Irish descent, Italian Grandparents and Australian parents, Susie loves 
being a blend of European, British and Australian cultures. The arts and food are her passions 
although her garden comes a pretty close second. She enjoys gathering friends and strangers around 
her table, feeding them and teasing out their life stories.  
Susie trained as a midwife and worked at the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital. She later 
expanded her communication skills working in organisational change and public relations for 

international and Australian companies. 
Susie has lived and worked in Los Angeles and London both in the 70s and later with her husband Andy where she 
also taught English and worked in the tourism sector. She and Andy have seven children between them and 12 
grandchildren.   
When Susie isn’t greeting ADFAS members, she is busy creating woven structures from wisteria and jasmine 
growing in her garden as well as recycling old fabrics into clothes and rugs. It is a busy life and she finds the best 
way to wind down is either over a glass of wine or swimming laps at the local pool where she hasn’t yet learnt to 
talk underwater. 
 
Sandra (Sandy) Howard, Committee 
 

  
  
 In her spare time, Sandy plays tennis at UQ, does yoga, and travels. She is ideally suited to being a Committee 
member as she loves classical music and the Arts – Ceramics being a special interest and Dance, particularly the 
Ballet which she has attended since she was four. 
  
Sandy’s gregarious nature means she is looking forward to meeting and getting to know our ADFAS members so 
please make yourself known to her as she has taken on the role of assisting at the evening lectures and Interest Days. 
 
Georgia Jones, Committee  
Georgia is a Brisbane girl who went to Loretto, before studying teaching at the Catholic University.  She now 
teaches art and drama at the Holy Spirit School in New Farm.  
Georgia and her husband Paul have lived and worked in Melbourne and Rotterdam. They returned to Australia to 

raise their son, Paris.  
  
Georgia is by nature a collector and her interest in art and design has led her to collect 
glassware, in particular mid-century and Scandinavian, which she uses rather than 
leaving it on the shelf. 
 
Georgia’s interest lies in natural textiles and she likes sewing, knitting, crocheting and 
felting which she used to sell at a pop up stall. Her creative streak means that she draws 
the textiles that she collects.  
 
Although naturally reserved Georgia throws herself into whatever she does with 

determination and energy, thus she has joined our Committee and is already proving to be a valuable member, 
assisting with preparations for the visiting Lecturers and in welcoming the evening members as they sign in.  
 

Sandy trained in Early Childhood Education at Melbourne Kindergarten Teachers’ 
College and has taught in Qld, NSW, Victoria and Hong Kong. 
She has worked in Kindergartens, Pre-schools, Day Care Centres and Private Schools, 
as a Teacher and a Director. She loves being a parent, with Mike her husband, of two 
children who live in Sydney and has one granddaughter, Isabella who is five. 
Sandy settled in Chelmer working as Co-Director both at Staverton Kindergarten then 
at the Chelmer-Graceville Kindergarten. Since retiring Sandy has enjoyed relief 
teaching locally, tutoring and helping organise the Sherwood Community Festival. 
She also works at Lifestyles of Corinda a couple of times a week. 
 



 3 

She joined ADFAS as a way to ‘fill in the dots’ or to make connections with what she knows with new ideas thus 
giving her a broader perspective on the FineDecorative Arts 
 
ADFAS Brisbane Private Tour   
William Robinson Gallery and Old Government House  
 

A group of ADFAS Brisbane members were treated to a very special experience 
last Friday.  Dr Katie McConnel, House Historian/Curator for Old Government 
House gave us a short guided tour of Old Government House that for me could 
have gone on all day.  Katie, an historian, gave us wonderful intriguing facts, 
particularly about two of our first ladies of Queensland, Lady Diamantina Bowen 
and Lady Lamington and made us eager for more.  Katie was a bundle of 
enthusiasm and truly brought the house alive as a home. 
  
The second half of our tour of the William Robinson paintings with Sarah Barron 
was just as enlightening as she encouraged us to delve into the depths of our 
understanding of colour, motion and perspective. Looking at the William Robinson 
paintings was like tumbling down a wombat hole filled with whirling images of 
trees, mountains, landscapes, waves and the sky.  Perspective on all four sides at 
once, night and day at the same time, land and ocean all meeting in a crescendo of 
colour and movement. It was joyful and unsettling at the same time and I loved it. 
 

 Afterwards we adjourned for lunch at The Pantry and it occurred 
to me that this morning wasn’t all about learning about a 
Queensland artist and the early Queensland Governors’ home, it 
was also about friendship. I had the chance to talk with interesting 
people whom I hadn’t met, and share the pleasure of their company 
with lively conversation. I hope we become friends. 
 
 This tour reminded me that ADFAS is about bringing people 
together, creating friendships and learning new experiences and 
ideas. So do join us at lectures and on other tours. 
 
 
 
The National Gallery of Australia 
 
The Know My Name National Art Event is a nationwide event presented in partnership with oOh!media. For six 
weeks, starting from 24 February, 1500 static and digital locations across metro and regional Australia will feature 
images of works by Australian women artists from the national collection, reaching more than twelve million 
Australians. 
 
Read More  
 
Young Instrumentalist 2020 
On Saturday, 14 March I was treated to a very special event to which sadly I was unable to invite guests as spatial 
distancing had already been implemented.  I went to the QSO Young Instrumentalist 2020 audition. It was a lovely 
evening and thought provoking to watch these young musicians play so beautifully. Their dedication and 
determination to work towards achieving such a high standard is an amazing show of personal strength of character. 
Not many of us do this. Sadly we were asked to leave immediately after the audition and thus I was not able to chat 
with any of the finalists. However, I present them to you below. They were all a joy to listen to.  
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Winner 
Theonie Satzuki Wang, (third from the right),  violin – Samuel Barer, Violin Concerto Op. 14, Accompanist: 
Muzusa Wang, piano, Brisbane State High School. 
 
 
2020 Finalists 
Joshua Jones, cello – Antonín Dvorák, Cello Concerto, Accompanist : Alex Raineri, piano, Brisbane State High 
School. 
Jennifer Lin, snare drum – Áskell Másson, Konzertstück, Accompanist: Kathy Sander, piano, Mansfield State 
High School. 
Anna Suzuki, violin – Jean Sibelius, Violin Concerto in D minor, Accompanist: Tim Li, piano, All Saints Anglican 
School. 
Johanna Ide, saxophone – Paul Creston, Concerto for Alto Saxophone, Accompanist: David Mibus, piano, 
Mansfield State High School.  
 
 
Finally,  
I hope that we will be able to meet up again at one of the lectures in the future but please keep in mind we will most 
likely have to cancel the May lecture as the State Library has closed the Auditorium to minimise the chance of 
contracting the corona virus and our May lecturer was coming in from overseas and will now not be able to come. 
We are hopeful that we will be able to source Australian Lecturers but this depends very much on what happens in 
our immediate future. I wish you all good health and please look after yourself.  Don’t hesitate to phone me if you 
have any questions. 
 
Susie  Craig,   M : 0467 55 66 59.     susie.craig@gmail.com,  
 


