
 

 

                                                     

 

 

     ADFAS CANBERRA   2/2020 

AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 
 

From The Chair 
 
 
After closing its venues during April and May, the National Library informed us 
that they would also be closed in July and August. On the same day, we 
learned that our UK lecturers for July and August would not be coming to 
Australia. This left us with only the possibility of lectures in September and 
October, (assuming the NLA re-opens and the UK lecturers come here or local 
lecturers are available)  and many questions about whether we could (or 
should) do anything at all for the remainder of the year.  
 
The committee recently met to ponder all the possibilities (by Zoom, thanks to 

the skill and patience of our secretary, Janet Lynch). We agreed that it was probably unlikely we 
would be able to hold any lectures this year. However, we don’t expect to be able to make any 
definite decisions until June/July. 
 
The defining factors will be whether overseas lecturers are able and prepared to travel both to and 
within Australia and whether the NLA re-opens its venues.   And even if the NLA does re-open 
(and the UK lecturers are replaced with local lecturers), the committee was concerned about 
whether members would be willing to mix in a large group of people, in the likely continuing 
absence of a vaccine. We know that this has been a concern of at least one other ADFAS branch.  
 
We are, of course, monitoring the situation and will continue to hold our monthly meetings to 
discuss it. Your comments and feedback are welcome.  
 
The committee also decided that once we know what is happening for the rest of the year, we will 
offer refunds on your membership fees.  (This will take into account that we had a lecture in March 
and that the capitation fee towards the expenses of our national body is due in July). 
 
We will send you the Winter and Spring newsletters and any other material that we come across 
which might be of interest to you.  
 
 
 
Sally Petherbridge 
Chair/Membership Secretary 

sally.petherbridge@grapevine.com.au  
0420 536409 
 
 

SUPPORT HUDSON’S CATERERS 
 
Just as we had sorted out our catering issues, having contracted Hudson’s to keep us fed and 
watered for the year, we have had to suspend our arrangements. However, Hudson’s have a 
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shopfront in Higgins where you can buy gourmet ready-made food and you can order over the 
phone. They do deliveries (free) in Belconnen and the Old North suburbs.  
 
I have been ordering their offerings and recommend their pies, filo pastry parcels, salads, lasagna, 
cannelloni and cottage pies. There are many other choices. I don’t mind cooking, but I don’t mind 
not cooking, too! So please think about supporting Hudson’s during this period.  
 
http://www.hudsonscatering.com.au 
 
 

CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE 
 
Giles Ramsey was to have presented our July lecture on Christopher 
Marlowe.  
 
You can still enjoy this lecturer as it is on his website: 
https://gilesramsay.co.uk/lecturing. It’s a very intriguing story!  
                                  

 

 

 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR WHEN THE WEATHER BECOMES 

COLDER 
 
What to Do or What Not to do? The possibilities are 
endless. I imagine at this beautiful autumnal time of year 
many of you are outdoors or in the garden enjoying the 
last of the summer sun before winter draws in. When we 
went on a DFAT posting to Austria I imagined winter in 
Vienna would be a time to pursue lots of indoor activities 
whiling away the long winter days. Perhaps I had read too 
many Russian novels. And how wrong I was! In Vienna 
winter was a time of balls, dinners, concerts and as many 
cultural activities that you had enough stamina to attend.  
 
In some ways in our present situation we also have a surplus of entertainment brought to us by 
technology. I am not going to list everything – you can easily find many things to see online by 

googling all the cultural institutions, small galleries and arts 
organisations. However just a few ideas….. CraftACT, GOSH 
(the gallery of small things in Watson) and Beaver Galleries 
have very good shops online for craft items. If you missed the 
Hugh Ramsey exhibition or the Matisse and Picasso 
exhibition, the National Gallery of Australia has a tour of each 
exhibition and talks by Simeran Maxwell and Deborah Hart. 
(follow the links on the NGA website to videos).  
 
 

 
Goulburn Gallery has a busy online program including talks and 
exhibitions. The Portrait Gallery has all the works online from the latest 
portrait prizes - the Darling Portrait Prize and the National 
Photographic Prize until 23 May. Karen Quinlan was going to lecture 
to us at ADFAS last month. Hopefully she will be able to do this 
sometime in the future.  
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For virtual tours of overseas art galleries just google the Louvre, the 
V&A in London, the Vatican, the British Museum  etc. and see what 
these wonderful places have on offer. Tours without the tourists and the 
ubiquitous smartphone! 
 
Gail Tregear, our music enthusiast on the committee, suggests you 
google music organisations in Australia and overseas such as the 

Australian Chamber Orchestra and the Metropolitan Opera Company in NY.to see what they have 
in the way of concerts on offer. The Met has recordings of past operas for you to watch free online.  
 
The webpage of Susannah Fullerton, (President of the Jane Austen Society) offers several virtual 
talks on literature, with more to come.      
 
And best of all ADFAS South Australia suggests a good website for lectures and talks is 
https://www.connected.theartssociety.org/talks-lectures. It is an invaluable resource for those who 
miss ADFAS lectures. 
 
And if you get tired of virtual reality perhaps you could 
follow the lead of Newcastle artist Vivienne Nelson who 
draws the houses opposite from her balcony at different 
times of the day. She is pleased when washing days make 
for a change of scenery!!  
 
        
Kerry-Anne Cousins, Newsletter Editor 
 
 
 
 
 

ADFAS on Facebook and Instagram 
 
Liz Campbell, ADFAS’s new social media manager, informs us that she is rejuvenating the ADFAS 
National Facebook page, which now has over 480 followers. This also includes URL links to each 
of the ADFAS societies. If you’re on Facebook, please ‘like’, ‘follow’ or ‘share’ to help get our 
message out there and encourage new memberships.  
 
Liz has also started an Instagram page which already has ‘follows’ from some of our overseas 
lecturers. When our lectures resume, we will provide photos of our events which should also help 
promote ADFAS, both nationally and locally. 
                  
 
 

Christopher Marlowe photo provided by the Lecturer’s Committee. Other photos by Ian Cousins 

 

********************************************************************************** 

A reminder about our webpage: there is more information about our lecturers, lectures and other ADFAS 

matters on the ADFAS webpage - www.adfas.org.au and just click on the Canberra site. 
************************************************************************************ 
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