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We certainly live in strange times. It would be 
easy to vegetate or ruminate on the strange 
goings on about us or to contemplate more of 
the contents of that bottle of wine over there. 
We are very fortunate to be living in the 
Northern Rivers which seems to be (so far) 
relatively free of the virus. 
 

However, ADFAS is here to assist you to make 
good use of the time and contribute to your 
mental wellbeing. This is able to be done 
courtesy of our wonderful Lecturers 
Committee at a National level working flat out 
to provide some entertainment and brain 
food for the next couple of months. 
 

Additionally, ADFAS@HOME contains some 
very high quality lectures which will keep 
ADFAS well in your mind until we can again 
mingle and swill wine at the A & I Hall (amid 
intellectual stimulation). 
 

 
We want you to enjoy the five virtual lectures 
that will be available progressively, over 
coming months. Each lecture is assessed via a 
hyperlink which we will e-mail to you at the 
start of the lecture's allocated viewing 
period.  My understanding is, we will have 
access to each lecture for a period of four 
weeks. The links can be passed to your friends 
and family - the price is that they promise to 
come to physical ADFAS lectures and join us 
for our full program in 2021. 
 

One of the saviours at this time is the Internet - 
often derided and used in many disagreeable 
ways but for many of us it is proving a window 
on the world and adding colour to out 
isolated lives at the moment.  
 

All the best to our members - we are here to 
entertain you and enthuse you during this 
period.    

 John Griffiths 
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ADFAS at Home in 2020  
The following lectures have been selected by the Committee to replace the scheduled 
programme cancelled because of the Covid-19 pandemic. While we will all miss our friendly 
gatherings, we trust you will enjoy these offerings in the comfort of your own home. 
 

ADFAS at Home is available to all Byron Bay and Districts members. The lectures will be viewable 
for a four-week period, so you can select a time to watch them that best suits you. 

 
April  
Lecture presented by Susannah Fullerton 
‘Thomas Hardy and Tess of the D’Urbervilles’ 
 

Thomas Hardy trained as an architect, wrote novels for money, 
but his greatest love was poetry. His life was long and 
controversial, with two marriages, novels that shocked the 
public, and an amazing range of poems. But he was also a 
writer who hoped for change and he fought against the strict 
morality of his day, and called for better treatment of women, 
in books such as Tess of the D’Urbervilles.  
 

Hear the story of his rise from poverty to fame, his controversial 
funeral, and enjoy some dramatic readings from the novel 
and his poems. 

 
April  
Lecture presented by Susannah Fullerton 
‘Jane Austen: her life and works’ 
 

The six most polished, controlled and elegant social comedies 
to be found in English literature were written by a woman 
whose personal life was unexciting and confined. Jane 
Austen’s cool judgment, ironic detachment and her genius 
gave her novels depth and charm and made them some of 
the most popular novels ever!  

 
May 
Lecture presented by Ian Cockburn 
‘The Beginning of Moorish Architecture:  
Experiencing and Understanding the Exotic’ 
 

When entering an architectural space designed by an 
unknown culture, we must ask ourselves ‘how do we 
experience it’, and ‘how do we understand it’?  
 

The first significant structure built by the Moorish invaders in 
the early 8th century was the Friday or communal mosque  
at Córdoba. This lecture examines the details of the structure 
and decorative elements, to show how they can be 
understood, in terms of their origins and of the hidden 
messages that tell the story of the political, social and 
religious turmoil of Córdoba in the 10th century. 
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June 
Lecture presented by Matthew Laing  
‘Touching the Sky: the invention of the skyscraper’ 
 

If there is any paradigmatic contribution America 
has made to the modern urban form, it must be 
the skyscraper. From their humble origins, 
skyscrapers are in many ways the architectural 
symbol of the 20th century and a genuine turning-
point in the long and complex histories of cities, 
life and work. Yet the skyscraper did not happen 
overnight. It was the culmination of many forces -  
economic, industrial, technological and 
architectural. And it was the boomtowns of 
Chicago and New York which provided the 
unique conditions and pressures that made it 
possible, and ultimately necessary, to start 
building skywards.  
 
This lecture will tell that story of the first half-century of the skyscraper era, from their formative 
years in the 1890s, to the crowing achievements of the Chrysler Building in the 1930s and the 
Seagram Building of the 1950s. It will explore the unique conditions that led to their 
development (and enduring popularity) in the United States, and the key visionaries who 
made them possible.  
 
June 
Lecture presented by Kathleen Olive  
‘Renaissance Italian Villas and Gardens, and their Afterlives’ 
 

Andrea Palladio, the Italian 
architect whose constructions 
inspired a new building culture 
in England and North 
America, theorised that 
beauty results ‘from the form 
and correspondence of the 
whole’. Since Antiquity Italian 
villas and their gardens have 
been designed harmoniously, 
making valuable agricultural 
and economic contributions.  

 
They also provided spaces for intellectual 
reflection, architectural innovation, aesthetic 
appreciation – and relaxation in some of the 
most picturesque locations imaginable!  

 

This talk examines the Renaissance 
rediscovery of classical texts on villas 
and their impact on gardens and trace 
the exportation of this Italian style in the 
work of designers such as Cecil Pinsent.  
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More of ADFAS @ Home 
The following is a recap of suggestions presented by the ADFAS National Executive that you 
might like to add to you viewing list. To see a youtube.com channel at its best, simply copy 
and paste the web site into your browser. 
 
F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 

The centenary of Fitzgerald's marriage and scandalous debut 
novel is being honoured with online mass reading of his book, 
This Side of Paradise. Its key character inspired by his future wife, 
Zelda, who only agreed to marry him after his first novel was 
published. The infamous marriage did not run smoothly, but it 
did kick off in style with Fitzgerald cartwheeling through the 
lobby of New York’s Biltmore Hotel. 
 

This Side of Paradise has been described as a bold, almost 
cocky novel, set in America which was preparing to enforce 
prohibition. it blasts a hole through 19th-century morality. It is 
really about teenagers having sex, and that was a bit of a 
shocker. All his later novels were measured against it, because  
it had broken the mould.” 
 

Hyperlink:  https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/apr/04/fans-pay-tribute-to-f-scott-fitzgerald-in- 
 worldwide-facebook-gathering 

 
Venice: Island Treasure Documentary  
 

Behind the splendour of a unique artistic and 
cultural heritage, there lies hidden a real city, with 
its inhabitants and lifestyle organised to meet the 
site’s geographical limitations. In going out to meet 
real Venetians while unveiling the incredible riches 
of the “La Serenissima”, Pierre Brouwers has 
produced an exceptional documentary film to 
help you discover a host of unsuspected treasures. 
 

Hyperlink:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKUd8QbLp3U 

 
Italy Unpacked: The Art of the Feast 
 

Andrew Graham-Dixon and chef Giorgio Locatelli travel through Italy exploring the country's 
history, culture, food, art and landscape. Their journey begins in Bologna, where they 
experience the social and friendly atmosphere of the region.  
 

They move on to Ferrara where they discover the 
legacy left by the famous dynasty d'Este, and to 
Modena, home of balsamic vinegar and Ferrari. 
Finally, Giorgio reveals the source of modern 
Italian cuisine in Parma with an original copy of 
the first cookbook of the newly united Italy - while 
Andrew admires Correggio's magnificent fresco  
in the dome of Parma Cathedral. 
 

Hyperlink:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BW9-b3J3-DY 
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The Hermitage Museum 
 

This is a five-hour tour, one-take cinematic tour of 
Russia's Hermitage Museum, shot entirely on an 
iPhone by filmmaker Axinya Gog. Viewing about 
600 works of art spread across 43 galleries 
Hermitage Museum is captured without the usual 
crowds, but with the addition of skilled dancers 
and musicians. This is a band new aesthetic 
experience that merits the length of its duration. 
 

Hyperlink:  http://www.openculture.com/2020/03/a-5-
 hour-one-take-cinematic-journey-through- 
 russias-hermitage-museum-shot-entirely-on- 
 an-iphone.html 

 
A History of the World in 100 Objects 
 

Director of the British Museum, Neil McGregor retells humanity’s 
history through objects via the BBC Radio4 FM podcast. You can 
download, or just listen while viewing the objects on the website.  
 

Hyperlink:    
https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=a+history+of+the+world+100 

 
Home is Where the Art Is  
 

Art historian and ADFAS lecturer Leslie Primo talks to Bart Chan 
about how he entered the world of art, discussing his early life, 
challenges, and how he defied expectations to become an 
established lecturer at London's National Gallery, and an 
authority on early Renaissance and medieval art. Primo also 
gives an exclusive lecture on Peter Paul Ruben's masterpiece, 
'The Judgement of Paris'. 
 

Hyperlink:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHXIXnxSUUs&t=207s 
 
 
Monty Don’s Gardens 
 

Netflix has a three-set series of the entertaining  
British gardening expert: 
 Monty Don’s French Gardens;  
 Monty Don’s Italian Gardens and;  
 Monty Don’s Big Dreams, Small Spaces. 

 

Resignation  

 
 
Susie Bayard has resigned from the ADFAS Committee because of 
unforseen circumstances. Susie and partner Chris have been a great help 
to the committee over the past few years and will continue to lend a 
hand once our normal lecture program resumes.  We thank Susie for her 
time and willingness to participate in the organisation of our Society.  
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Explore of the World 
 
While we confine ourselves, it’s lovely to know that the wide world is still there, waiting for us to 
explore when we are able. Just to whet your appitites, below are lists of sites that you might like to 
visit.  
 

Museums and Galleries 
• British Museum, London   https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/ 
• Guggenheim, Bilbao, Spain   https://www.guggenheim-bilbao.eus/en 
• Louvre Museum Paris   https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne 
• Musée d’Orsay, Paris  https://m.musee-orsay.fr/en/home.html 
• National Gallery, London   https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours 
• National Museum Of US Air Forces  https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/ 
• Uffizi Gallery, Florence, Italy   https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/uffizi-gallery 

 

Tourist Destinations 
• Buckingham Palace, London   https://www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-buckingham-palace 
• Colosseum, Rome   https://tinyurl.com/thrprzf  
• Machu Picchu  https://www.youvisit.com/tour/machupicchu?pl=f 
• Street Art with Google  https://streetart.withgoogle.com/en/ 
• Taj Mahal, Agra, India   https://tinyurl.com/qpz7vmt  

• Tour of Rome, Italy  https://tinyurl.com/s5vlzbc  
 

 

 

Margaret Olley Arts Centre, Murwillumbah 
 
Having the opportunity to peruse the wonderful museums throughout the world, I thought we 
might also take a peek at our own little gem. Within the Tweed Regional Gallery at 
Murwillumbah is the Margaret Olley Arts Centre, a multi-million-dollar extension built to honour 
the artist and her legacy.  
 

Officially opened in 2014, the 
Centre features many of 
Margaret Olley’s paintings and a 
faithful and fascinating 
recreation of some of the rooms 
from her home studio in 
Paddington, Sydney, 
photographed on the morning 
she died by photographer Greg 
Weight. Featuring original 
architectural elements and filled 
with fabulous clutter, including 
over 20,000 items she collected 
over many years, the rooms 
reflect the eclectic character of  

Margaret Olley in her home studio the artist.  
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I once read a statement by Olley that claimed whenever she felt guilty about not doing her 
housework, she appeased herself by adding another vase of flowers. Such is obvious when 
you view the floral wonderland of her home. 

 
Margaret Olley, born in nearby Lismore, was Australia’s most celebrated painter of still life 
and interiors. She moved to Sydney to study in 1943 and gained an Art Diploma with A-class 
Honours in 1945. Two years later she won the inaugural Mosman Art Prize. In 1991, she was 
made an Officer of the Order of Australia, and in 2006 she received Australia's highest civilian 
honour, the Companion of the Order. That same year she was awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate of Fine Arts by the University of Newcastle.                                                                           

  
As Margaret Olley’s star rose, her 
portrait was painted by many of her 
artist friends, including William 
Dobell, Russell Drysdale and Ben 
Quilty. Twice she was the subject of 
winning Archibald Prize paintings. 

 

Olley met her long-term 
companion, artist David Strachan, 
in Sydney during the 1940s. They 
travelled together in Europe in the 
1950s and lived near each other in 
Sydney until Strachan died in  
a car accident in 1970.     
                                                                      A recreation of Margaret’s marvelous clutter 
 

Olley died at her home in Paddington in 
2011, aged 88. She never married and 
had no children. Over the years she 
donated more than 130 works worth $7 
million, to the Art Gallery of New South 
Wales. 

 
Marion Pescud 

 
 

Left: Margaret Olley  
‘Still Life with Flowers and Fruit’ 

 

 
 

 

Open Studios – Ballina, Byron and Beyond  
 
Unfortunately as with most cultural events, this year Open Studios, the Ballina, Byron & 
Beyond Arts Trail which was organised for the last two weekends in May, has been 
postponed to when the world resumes its usual orbit. 
 
This year promised to deliver the biggest Arts Trail yet with 32 participating studios 
providing the opportunity to discover the diversity of local artists and artisans. We will 
advise you when the event has been rescheduled. 


