
                               SOCIETY SUGGESTIONS for ADFAS@HOME 
 
 
As an inevitable consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic, ADFAS lectures for April, May and June have 
been cancelled.  
 
Societies are working on a staged approach to the programme from July onwards and are awaiting 
advice from State and Federal governments and updated information from the Lecturers Committee. 
 
In the meantime, here is a collated list of some of the things that Societies are doing to keep the 
ADFAS community engaged with the Arts until normal service resumes. If you or any of your 
members have some good ideas to add to the mix, let us know: chairmanmentor@adfas.org.au 
 

 
Ø Live streaming lectures. The LC is investigating this further and more resources may become 

available from The Arts Society. 
 

Ø Deferring their Australian lecturers to later in the year rather than cancelling outright. 
 

Ø Compressing lectures to end of year if able to go ahead. 
 

Ø Continuing into November and early December. 
 

Ø Having a special Christmas lecture. 
 

Ø Throwing a big party at the end of it all. 
  

Ø Keeping members involved via newsletters and with links to interesting articles, videos etc. The 
Association will create additional material for sharing. 
 

Ø Small societies with a larger proportion of members without email might think about setting up a 
lending library for those older members who need to stay confined. Dropping off sanitized books 
at the doorstep could be an option. The virus can survive for 24 hours on paper, so they will need 
to wait a day before reading. 

 
Ø Running a free online ‘raffle’ and dropping off/mailing the prize. If your society has a numbered 

membership list go to: http://numbergenerator.org/randomnumbergenerator 
 

Ø Society Committee Meetings ideas: create small sub-committee responsible for forward planning, 
use video-conferencing, tele-conferencing, skype. 

 
 Please ask if you would like some help with IT.  Email: chairmanmentor@adfas.org.au 

 
Silver lining:  Our enforced down time is a golden opportunity to investigate new technologies 
and digital information sharing platforms.  When this is over, we will all be significantly ‘digitally 
upskilled’. 
 



And finally: 
 
The ADFAS spirit of community service has found another outlet in Armidale. Read all about it: 

One of our caterers had decided, in the wake of losing thousands of dollars’ worth of orders 
for her normal offerings, to branch out into oven ready or frozen meals for home delivery. 

I indicated that I would be happy to send out her menu to our membership  

She told me that they had already had a tremendous response from housebound customers 
(Jane and I have just added a weekly order of our own) so her flyer would be a few days 
coming to me.  I responded: 

“That’s fine, we will do our normal pre-lecture mail out in early April (we have been lucky 
enough to secure our April lecturer to present via You Tube so people can watch from 
home!) so if I can get something by then that’ll be great, just be aware though it will go out to 
200 + people!!  If that is too much, I can just start with our Committee of 14.” 

To which she replied: 

“Yes. I’ll send out a menu…let’s go full throttle. If we get lots of orders we can hie staff 
and there’s lots of those needing work at the moment!” 

 I thought you’d like to see this as another example of the potential influence a group like 
ADFAS can have, even at a time like this. 

Perhaps your local society might have a similar opportunity. 
 

 
 


