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Chairman’s Address 
 

Dear Members, 
  
Firstly let me thank you for your patience, understanding and loyalty at this 
very trying time. It has been so disappointing to cancel our lectures due to the 
pandemic. I was so looking forward to this year, as I believe the topics chosen 
by your committee are outstanding. 
 

Charles Dickens famous opening line in his book “The Tale of Two Cities” in 
my opinion sums up the situation remarkably, and when we are able to look 
back on these months of chaos and trauma, you too may agree.   
 

“ it was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of 
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity ,it was 
the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it 
was the winter of despair …. “    
 

During this period of inactivity we are going to produce the newsletter every two months and I know Dennis is 
on the lookout for titbits to keep you informed. Perhaps, even some YouTube links so that you can keep up-to-
date with the art world in lockdown. Don’t forget to view our Facebook page, just type into your browser, ADFAS 
Sunshine Coast and click on ADFAS Sunshine Coast – Home Facebook, to see what is happening.  And, there is 
the ADFAS website as well, which has some interesting information. 
 

In this trying time, I would like to ask you to consider, as we move closer to a shutdown situation, keeping in 
touch with your ADFAS buddies. Maybe ring one person a day. Talking to someone on the phone each day can 
make a huge difference to those of us who are isolated from family and friends. 
 

Please stay safe, and look out for each edition of the newsletter, to keep you up to date with what is going on 
in the art world from the comfort of your couch. And, if you have something interesting to share please send it 
to Dennis, his email is hoylepanchaud@hotmail.com. 
 

Cordialement,  
Dawne 

 

Chairman 
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Lecture Reviews  
 

February Lecture 
Those Mitford Girls ? - Susannah Fullerton 

  

Why are we still intrigued by the Mitfords? Susannah 
Fullerton’s entertaining and fact-filled lecture was able to 
answer the question in her February lecture, presented in her 
warm and enthusiastic style. How could one set of parents 
from an aristocratic English family produce such extraordinary 
and politicially opposing offspring? Two became fanatical 
Hitler supporters, another a rabid communist. The answer, it 
would seem, lies partly in the nature of those parents, 
bohemian and eccentric in their child-rearing methods. 

However, more influential would be the clash of two raging ideologies on the 20th century – fascism 
and communism. For all the scandal and upset played out in public, Nancy is the sister with the 
enduring reputation through her novels, The Pursuit of Love and Love in a Cold Climate being among 
the best known.  

  
March Lecture 
Desert Island Antiques - Paul Atterbury 
 

Imagine most television celebrities having the opportunity to 
talk about themselves for an hour to a captive audience! Paul 
Atterbury could have delivered a self-indulgent discourse on his 
passions, but instead, he presented a riveting lecture about 
eight objects he would take with him if he were exiled on a 
desert island. The eight objects he chose were many and varied 
objects, some valuable and others of purely intrinsic value. Paul 
cleverly wove stories about these items into a narrative about 
his own life and his experiences as a presenter on the BBCTV’s 
Antiques Roadshow over three decades. This fascinating presentation included trains and railway 
memorabilia and oddly enough, the white Portland stone used throughout much of inner London and 
on iconic buildings such as St Paul’s Cathedral (as well as Paul’s own kitchen floor). He described a 
behind-the-scene production of an early television children’s program Andy Pandy, created by his 
puppeteer mother, who had based the endearing little character Andy Pandy on her five-year-old 
son, Paul. For the writer, the most interesting aspect of the lecture was the historical and social 
context of Paul’s illuminating and entertaining stories. 

 

April Lecture 
Touching the Sky – Dr Matthew Laing 

 

 
Sadly, due to the coronavirus outbreak this and all future lectures, until 
further notice, have been cancelled. However, it may be possible to access 
some of these scheduled presentations via the net or YouTube and we will 
try to keep you updated regarding these provisions when they are 
available. 

Artison 
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Arts Quiz 
 

1. Acting, the art of portraying a story by trained thespians to an audience, dates back to which era in history? 
(a) Ancient Greece    (b) Ancient Britain    (c) Early Polynesia    (d) Ancient Rome 

 

2. Buskers have been referred to by this term since approximately 1860 in European countries. Up until that time 
however, by what were these street performers commonly known as? 

(a) Live wires    (b) Minstrels    (c) Spontanes    (d) Vagrants 
 

3. Originally titled Le Bain (The Bath), which nineteenth century French artist painted Le Déjeuner sur l'herbe (The 
Luncheon on the Grass) ? 

(a) Claude Monet    (b) Pierre-Auguste Renoir    (c) Édouard Manet    (d) Edgar Degas 
 

4. Opera is a performance skill described as art, music, theatre, text and materials all combined to produce a 
story for an audience; but in which country did opera, as we know it today, first begin? 

(a) Russia    (b) Greece    (c) Italy    (d) France 
 

5. Which famous actress said “You only live once, but if you do it right, once is enough” ? 
(a) Marilyn Monroe    (b) Mae West    (c) Bette Davis    (d) Sophie Tucker  

 

   6. The skill of acrobatics has been entertaining audiences for centuries. In the art of which ancient culture have 
acrobats been portrayed performing their skills on the backs of bulls? 

(a) Mongolian    (b) Spanish    (c) Native American    (d) Minoan  
 

7. Magic is another of those performing arts that has fascinated people for several thousand years. What is 
another name for a magician? 

(a) Illusionist    (b) Predestinator    (c) Conjugator    (d) Trickster 
 

8. Which of Charles Dickens’ novels was originally entitled 'The Parish Boy's Progress'? 
(a) David Copperfield    (b) Martin Chuzzlewit    (c) Oliver Twist    (d) Nicholas Nickleby 

 

9. In which country did the art of ballet first develop? 
(a) France    (b) Russia    (c) Sweden    (d) Italy 

 

10. Juggling has been around for several thousand years. During the decline of the Roman empire, however, this 
art was banned because jugglers were accused of one of the following ;- 

(a) poisoning Roman officials    (b) practising sorcery    (c) being bigamists    (d) spreading the plague 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

…. extra puzzle …. 
 

Each line, vertically and horizontally, must contain the letters A,B,C,D and E only once per line. 
Each coloured shape, outlined with a thick line, must also have each letter in it…. Can you fill in the grid ? 
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Some Reading Suggestions 
to while away the time  

 

My recommendations this month are all a little quirky and are not recent publications,  
but they are particular favourites of mine and all still available in paperback from Amazon, 

 or all but one can be downloaded on Kindle. 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ART FOR BEGINNERS 
By Dani Cavallaro & Carline Vago-Hughes 

 

ART THEORY FOR BEGINNERS 
By Richard Osborne & Natalie Turner 

 

These are both documentary comic book style publications covering the development of art and art theory from 
Paleolithic cave-painting to postmodernism. They are concise and entertaining surveys of the major historical periods, 
movements and current debates on art. Painters, theorists and philosophers are all included to show how art and the 

idea of art have developed over the last 5,000 years. 
 

THE PAINTED WORD 
Tom Wolfe 

 

In 1975 Tom Wolfe wrote this incisive critique of contemporary art, and the world that surrounds it, which he lambasted 
for being too heavily dependent on verbiage. His style has never been more dazzling, his wit never more keen. He 

addresses the scope of Modern Art, from its founding days as Abstract Expressionism through its transformations to Pop, 
Op, Minimal, and Conceptual. 

 
WAYS OF SEEING 

John Berger 
 

This is one of the most stimulating and the most influential books on art in any language. First published in 1972, it was 
based on the BBC television series about which the London Sunday Times critic commented: "This is an eye-opener in 

more ways than one: by concentrating on how we look at paintings . . . he will almost certainly change the way you look 
at pictures." By now he has. 

 
A COMPLETE AND UTTER HISTORY OF ART 

John Farman 
 

A light hearted and amusing look at art from the days before paint was invented via Egypt and the Dark Ages and 
speeding on towards Modernism and a pile of bricks in the Tate Gallery, this ‘guide’ to art contains no silly jargon and 

makes no assumption of genius. A highly entertaining read. 

The Editor 
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Hidden Meanings  

 

As we may be lacking our scheduled lectures for some time, I thought it would be entertaining and vaguely 
relevant to introduce a new regular feature during the interim, namely the aforementioned Hidden 
Meanings. 
 
A great deal of art from the past contains allegorical imagery or symbols which at one time were easily read 
by a largely illiterate public, particularly works of a religious or moral nature. These days much of this visual 
language has been forgotten and, with it, much of the enjoyment and understanding of many works of art 
has been lost. So, for the next few issues of our Newsletter a number of works by generally well-known artists 
will be featured, with an explanation of their hidden meanings and messages, in the hope that they will give 
added interest to your next visit to an art gallery or museum.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first of these featured works is Sandro Botticelli’s Adoration of the Magi, which was a popular religious 
theme in the Renaissance Florence and a confraternity of the Magi was attached to the church of San Marco 
there, celebrating the Feast of the Epiphany with spectacular processions about the city. 
 

At first glance this appears to be a fairly typical Renaissance history painting on a religious theme, though, on 
closer inspection, history has been changed a little in this particular scene, since the artist’s patrons, the 
Medici, figure prominently as the three Magi. Cosimo the Elder, the principal founder of the family’s fortune 
and power, is dressed in fur trimmed black and gold robes kneeling at Christ’s feet. Whilst his two sons, Pierro 
the Gouty, in the red mantle, and Giovanni, in white, are the other two Magi. Also featured are Cosimo’s 
grandsons Lorenzo the Magnificent, standing beside Giovanni in a black mantle with a red stripe on the 
sleeve, and Giuliano, to the left of Cosimo, wearing a hat and white and pale blue robe. Also featured is 
Guasparre di Zanobi del Lama the wealthy banker who commissioned this work for his chapel in the church 
of Santa Maria Novella, he is the elderly man to the right of Lorenzo, in the pale blue robe, and Botticelli 
himself is thought to be the figure on the extreme right in the long, yellowy/tan robe. 

. 
 

 
 

Adoration of the Magi (c.1475-1476) 
Sandro Botticelli 

Tempera on panel (1110 x 1340) 
Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence 
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Hidden Meanings  
 

Note how the three Medici are bare-headed, with their cap or crowns on the ground beside them in 
recognition and deference to one who is more elevated and greater than themselves. Though, judging by 
their elevation to positions of magi and their central role in the composition, this smacks somewhat of false 
modesty. 
 
The painting also contains a number of floral symbols which have specific Christian connotations and were 
not included simply for decoration :-  
Daisy  –  A symbol of the innocence of the Infant Christ, especially in scenes of the Adoration in Italian 
Renaissance painting. 
Wild Lily – Denotes virginity and is the pre-eminent symbol of the Virgin Mary. 
Cyclamen – Dedicated to the Virgin Mary, the red spot at the centre of the flower denoting her sorrows and 
indicative of the blood of Christ shed for the sins of man. 
Olive – Another attribute of the Virgin Mary, sometimes as a substitute for the lily. 
Hemlock – This is associated with treason, betrayal and death. A reminder of Judas’s role in Christ’s life and 
death and the playing out of His ultimate destiny. 
 
Finally, notice the peacock perched in the upper right of the composition. This has a double meaning. One is 
connected to the sin of pride and vanity, the other is associated with the Resurrection and immortality. 
Thereby reminding the viewer of what the future held for this newborn child whose arrival was being 
celebrated in such a flamboyant manner.  The latter meaning and association was because it was believed 
that to eat the flesh of a peacock was an antidote to poison, particularly snake bites, an erroneous belief 
springing from the fact that peacocks will attack and devour snakes with no apparent ill-effects. 

 

 
Alessandro di Mariano di Vanni Filipepi, better known as Sandro Botticelli (c.1445-1510was an Italian 
painter of the Early Renaissance. He belonged to the Florentine School under the patronage of Lorenzo de' 
Medici, a movement that Giorgio Vasari characterized less than a century later in his Lives of the Most 
Excellent Painters, Sculptors, and Architects, as a "golden age". Botticelli's posthumous reputation suffered 
until the late 19th Century; when his work was reassessed as representing the linear grace of Early 
Renaissance painting. 
 
As well as the small number of mythological subjects which are his best known works today, he painted a 
wide range of religious subjects and also some portraits. He and his workshop were especially known for 
their Madonna and Child works, though Botticelli's best-known works are The Birth of Venus and Primavera, 
both in the Uffizi in Florence. He lived practically all his life in the same neighbourhood of Florence, with 
probably his only significant time elsewhere being the months he spent painting in Pisa in 1474 and 
the Sistine Chapel in Rome in 1481–82 

 

Dennis   
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Text Box 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

If you are stuck indoors and craving some artistic input check out 

our National Galleries to find out what they have to offer on-line, 

like this example from the Art Gallery of New South Wales. 



Member of the Association of ADFAS  

Volume 12, No 2. March 2020                   ADFAS Sunshine Coast Newsletter         8 

 

Dear ADFAS Members 
 

Just a brief note to remind readers that now the Newsletter will be going out bi-monthly to keep you 
entertained during our current tribulations, I would welcome contributions from all and sundry. So, if you 
would like to tell us about your talents and interests, provide reviews or recommendations about books 
or local exhibitions, or regale the rest of us with travellers’ tales and amusing anecdotes, put pen to paper 
(or finger to keyboard) and mail your results to hoylepanchaud@hotmail.com !                          

 

 

 

I don't like to say I have given my life to art.  

I prefer to say art has given me my life. 
 

Frank Stella 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Check your answers!... Did you get them all ? 
 (1) Ancient Greece    (2) Minstrels    (3) Édouard Manet    (4) Italy    (5) Mae West 

(6) Minoan    (7) Illusionist    (8) Oliver Twist    (9) Italy    (10) Practising sorcery 

 
…. And for the extra puzzle …. 

 

 

The Editor 

Disclaimer: The information presented in this newsletter is based 
on information provided by the members and friends of ADFAS 
Sunshine Coast, every care has been taken to trace and 
acknowledge copyright. The publisher tenders its apology for any 
accidental infringements. The editor and volunteers involved in the 
production of this newsletter do not accept any liability for any 
errors or omissions in the content of the newsletter.  

 

Dennis Panchaud - Newsletter Editor 2020 

 

    Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Society 
    Sunshine Coast 
    ABN:  91 792 901 750 
    Postal address: PO Box 1592, Buderim Qld 4556 
    Email: sunshinecoast@adfas.org.au 
 

    Chairman :  
                               Dawne Clark : Ph 5448 6234 
    Membership Secretary :  
                                Brian Smith  : Ph 5445 4439 

mailto:hoylepanchaud@hotmail.com
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STOP PRESS 
 

This may be of interest to all you culture vultures missing the theatre 

 

The National Theatre is going to stream a free play every Thursday night 
 

 

 
As numerous theatrical institutions across the world have opened up their archives in response 

to increasing lockdown restrictions, all eyes have remained on one organisation: the National Theatre in 
London, which has the greatest archive of cinema-quality recordings of stage plays of any theatre on the 
planet, thanks to its formidable NT Live programme. It’s designed to beam productions from the NT into 

cinemas across the country, but there are of course no cinemas in operation at present. So the NT is 
switching to its YouTube channel. From April 2, under the banner of National Theatre at Home, every 

Thursday (7pm GMT/2pm EST) will see a new National Theatre play released – free to watch for one week 
– along with bonus content including cast and creative Q&As and post-stream talks. 

 
There’s a definite emphasis on family-friendly good cheer for the line-up so far, which kicks off with a big 

hitter: Richard Bean’s beloved farce ‘One Man, Two Guvnors’, starring a pre-chat-show-days James 
Corden. Over the next few weeks you can expect a string of family-friendly titles, though naturally there 

will be those hoping for some of the real NT Live blockbusters, notably ‘Hamlet’ and ‘Frankenstein’ 
starring Benedict Cumberbatch and ‘Coriolanus’ starring Tom Hiddleston. 

 
The initial programme is: 

April 2 ‘One Man, Two Guvnors’ by Richard Bean, starring James Corden.  
April 9 ‘Jane Eyre’, adapted by Sally Cookson.  

April 16 ‘Treasure Island’, adapted by Bryony Lavery.  
April 23 ‘Twelfth Night’ by William Shakespeare, starring Tamsin Greig.  

 
Text : Andrzej Lukowski                                                                                                  Photograph : Johan Persson 


