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 ADFAS Camden  
Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Society, Camden Inc. ABN 49 917 925 347                

Member of the Association of ADFAS   (Group Associate Member of NADFAS) 

NEWSLETTER       
 
 

  From the chair 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Sincere thanks to our recently retired committee member, 
Peter Claxton, who spent a morning teaching Susan, 
Gaylene, Linda, Pam and myself his fool proof system for our 
membership mail out. Those of you who have renewed your memberships 
should already have received your 2020 Program Cards, name tags, booklets 
& receipts.  If you paid your membership before 31st January and haven’t 
received anything in the last week or so could you please contact our 
Membership Secretary, Susan Zamudio, as soon as possible?     

Our first Special Interest evening is rapidly approaching and it’s time to book.   
Only $45 for members and $50 for non-members to enjoy two lectures with a 
light supper in between.  If you haven’t been to a Special Interest evening 
before you have missed out on an additional ADFAS experience.   It isn’t a 
late night – you can be home by 9pm, having enjoyed two lectures, supper 
and fellowship with other members and friends.    

Each year Camden Council participates in the Australia Day National Awards 
Program which is reported on later in this newsletter.  You will notice a 
familiar name amongst the awardees -  yes, our very own Gaylene Feld, who 
received her Arts & Culture Award for her many years’ voluntary work as 
President of the Camden Art Prize and her more recent Vice Chairmanship of 
ADFAS Camden.  Congratulations Gaylene and all the 2020 award winners & 
nominees.   Congratulations also to Camden Council and the Camden Civic 
Centre team for organizing and staging a successful ceremony.       

Our Young Arts Program continues and we are again sponsoring the Marjory 
Baker Memorial Youth Award in conjunction with Camden Art Prize in May 
and will be asking members to become involved in delivery & collection days.   
Also, our Camden Kiddies’ Concert at Camden Civic Centre, featuring the 
Fisher’s Ghost Youth Orchestra will take place on Sunday 21st June, a little 
later in the year than usual.       

I look forward to seeing you in March when our first lecturer for the year will 
be Charles Harris.          
.                                            Sincerely,              

                                           Carla                                  

                                                          Carla Hill, chairman 

COMING PRESENTATIONS 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST PROGRAM 1: 

ALPHONSE MUCHA and the 
CREATIVE PROCESS 

 
Presented by: 

CHARLES HARRIS (T.A.S.) 

Friday 13 March 2020 
5.30 for 6.00 pm 

Carrington Recreation Centre 
Gate 2, 90 Werombi Road, Grasmere 

NSW 2570 

******************************* 

LECTURE 1: 

ROMANCING THE RAILS: 
British Railway Posters 

Presented by: 

CHARLES HARRIS (T.A.S.) 

Saturday 14 March 2020 
4 for 4.30 pm 

Carrington Recreation Centre 
Gate 2, 90 Werombi Road, Grasmere 

NSW 2570 
 
 
 

For more information & bookings,
contact: 

Secretary: Linda Inglis  
Mob: 0428 825 386 

Email: linda.inglis@westnet.com.au 

Number: 2002            (115) 

February 2020 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
 

Many thanks to those members who have already 
paid their subscription for this year.  It really makes 
it easier for both Treasurer Pam and me if you 
manage to pay before our February mail-out date.  

For those of you who have not already paid for this 
year, if possible, could you pay before the first 
lecture on 14 March?  This simplifies our records 
management and also alleviates the problem of 
Pam being inundated on the afternoon of the first 
lecture.  

If, for one reason or another, you will not be 
renewing your subscription, would you also please 
let Pam and me know. 

Once again we have a great year of lectures and 
we hope that you enjoy them.  Our first event is our 
SIP which sounds really interesting so we hope 
many of you will ‘sign up’ for the evening of 13 
March. 

I am looking forward to catching up with everyone 
next month. 

Susan Zamudio 
Membership Secretary 

Mob:  0499 636 885, Email:  scherbs@bigpond.com 

  
Camden Council participates in the Australia Day 
National Awards Program each year. The awards were 
developed to recognise outstanding citizens and 
organisations in our community who have made a 
worthwhile contribution, given outstanding service and 
whose actions inspire and encourage others. 

The winners of the Australia Day Awards for 2020 are: - 

COMMUNITY GROUP OF THE YEAR 
Macarthur Lions & Turning Point Camden 

ARTS AND CULTURAL AWARD 
Gaylene Feld 

SPORTS ACHIEVEMENTS AWARD 
Lily Hreszczuk 

YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
Rebecca Halcomb 

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
 Brett Atkins 

 

Mayor of Camden, Councillor Theresa Fedeli and the 
2020 Australia Day Ambassador Josephine Peter 
presented the awards to the recipients. 

The mayor commented that Australia Day is a significant 
day in our nation’s history and that it is a time to come 
together and celebrate all the great things about our 
nation and being Australian. Councillor Fedeli 
congratulated the winners and nominees and thanked 
2019 Citizen of the Year, Steve Cooper and Young 
Citizen of the Year, Joann Kolevris for their Contribution 
to the community. 

The Citizenship Ceremony followed the presentation 
of Awards where a number of citizens were 
naturalised. 
 

Congratulations to the recipients of all of the awards. 
They have all made outstanding contributions to the life 
of your local community and thoroughly deserve this 
community recognition. 

It gave particular pleasure to see that our vice-chairman 
Gaylene Feld has been recognised for her years of 
dedicated service to the Arts and Cultural life of our 
community. For many years, Gaylene has been the 
driving force behind the very successful Annual Camden 
Art Prize and in recent years has become a staunch 
supporter of ADFAS Camden and now serves on our 
committee. Well done, Gaylene! 
 

AUSTRALIA DAY 2020  
CIVIC AWARDS AND CITIZENSHIP 

CEREMONY 
SUNDAY 26 JANUARY 2020

GAYLENE FELD receiving her ARTS & CULTURAL AWARD  from 
Mayor Cr Theresa Fedeli and 2020 Australia Day Ambassador, 

Josephine Peter 

BRETT ATKINS receiving his AWARD as CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
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A NEW OFFERING FROM THE ARTS 
SOCIETY 

TAS is delighted to announce a new offering for 
members and newsletter subscribers; a monthly Instant 
Expert e-newsletter.  

Instant Expert will feature a different Arts Society 
Accredited Lecturer each time, offering their expertise 
and opening a window on a topic close to their heart. 
The first (due out next week) will feature Antiques 
Roadshow favourite, Mark Hill on his chosen subject of 
20th-century glass. 

You will also receive our Monthly Highlights e-
newsletter which features exclusive online content such 
as offers, upcoming events, courses and study days, 
book reviews, arts features and interviews as well as 
articles highlighting the work and impact of our member 
Societies. 

To enjoy this new offering you will need to either 
become a member of TAS or subscribe to the TAS 
Monthly Highlights Newsletter. For more information 
log onto https://theartssociety.org 

 

 

Holiday in Canberra this year! 

There has been overwhelming goodwill and support for 
local communities impacted by the recent bushfires. 
Now Canberra’s attractions, hotels, restaurants and 
more need your help. Whether you are a passionate 
local, or interstate and curious, we’re joining with our 
friends in the region and asking you to play tourist in 
your backyard or help get the word out to encourage 
others. 

Better still, share your favourite Gallery memory on 
Instagram with #holidayhereCBR. We’ll select the most 
creative entry and fly you to Canberra for the Botticelli to 
Van Gogh: Masterpieces from the National Gallery, 
London exhibition later this year. 

Capital Hotel Group can make you feel at home in 
Canberra with packages starting from $141 per night.  

Packages include: 
 Priority access to Matisse & Picasso (two tickets) 
 One night’s accommodation for two 
 Free parking and WiFi 

While in Canberra there is much to see at the NGA: 

EXHIBITIONS 

Matisse & Picasso 
Until 13 April | Ticketed 

 

The relationship of Matisse 
and Picasso is one of the 
most important stories in 
modern art. Exclusive to 
the NGA, this major 
exhibition features works 
never before seen in 
Australia. 

 

Hugh Ramsay 
Open | free 

For the first time in more 
than 25 years, a major 
retrospective celebrates the 
legacy of Australian artist 
Hugh Ramsay (1877-1906), 
whose portrait paintings 
achieved remarkable 
success before his untimely 
death at 28. 

 

 

Francesco 
Level 1 Foyer | Free 

Urs Fischer’s Francesco 
2017, a larger-than-life wax 
sculpture of Italian art 
curator Francesco Bonami, 
has now lost his head. 
Alight during Gallery hours, 
Fischer’s candle continues 
to melt and break down in a 
slow-burn performance 

 

EVENTS 

Enlighten Festival – 28 Feb – 9 March 

Skywhale – 6 & 9 March 

Club Muva – 7 March 8pm-late (Free) 

 

And more – check the NGA website 
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TRAVELS IN NORTHERN THAILAND 

Recently appointed ADFAS Camden committee 
members Cliff Reece and ‘Jo’ Wong recently returned 
from a visit to NORTHERN THAILAND and had this to 
say about that fascinating part of the world. 

Northern Thailand is a great place to visit, the people are 
friendly, it’s easy to get from place to place, everything is 
relatively cheap, the food is fantastic, and the climate 
during their winter (December - February) is cool and dry. 
There are also few if any flies during that time, littering is 
banned and non-existent, and mosquitoes are rarely 
encountered except in areas where there is still water.  

We flew Thai Airways and all four flights were on time and 
the food, seating and service were all excellent. 

We hired a car in Chiang Mai and drove up to Chiang Rai 
and the Golden Triangle and back without incident. Driving 
in that part of Thailand is easy as they drive on the left and 
there is a fairly high degree of discipline compared to other 
countries such as India and the Philippines. It’s really no 
harder to drive there than it is in Australia. However, it’s 
really important to have a GPS device as road signs are 
often only in the Thai language and local people speak little 
or no English. 

In Chiang Mai we took tuk-tuks and songthaews (red taxis – 
see below) to get around - or just walked. It appeared to be 
quite safe although, as in every country, you do need to be 
careful especially in crowded markets. 

 
We spent a wonderful day in an elephant sanctuary – 
feeding them, bushwalking, and even in the river with them.  

Elephant sanctuaries are well controlled, the good ones 
don’t allow riding or any form of constraint. The elephants 
followed us because we were feeding them hundreds of 
bananas and watermelons! They stopped to eat bamboo 

etc. on the trail. We were told that eating occupies 18 hours 
of an elephant's day.  

We also visited a local 
village that is home to the 
Long Neck Karen people 
and Doi Inthanon, which is 
the highest mountain in 
Thailand at 8,415 feet/ 
2,565 m (‘Doi’ means 
‘mountain’.) 

Chiang Mai (population: 
160,000) is a city in 
mountainous northern 
Thailand. Founded in 
1296, it was capital of the 
independent Lanna 
Kingdom until 1558. Its 
Old City area still retains vestiges of walls and moats from 
its history as a cultural and religious centre. It’s also home 
to hundreds of elaborate Buddhist temples, including 14th-
century Wat Phra Singh and 15th-century Wat Chedi 
Luang, adorned with carved serpents.  

We then drove north to Chiang Rai visiting the magnificent 
‘White Temple’ (Wat Rong Khun) on the way (see below). 
The temple was built by well-known Thai artist Ajarn 
Chalermchai Kositpipat who wanted to build “the most 
beautiful temple in the world and to show the glory of 
modern Thai Buddhist art”. In order that he would not be 
influenced by financial sponsors he did not accept 
donations from government, politicians or wealthy 
individuals. (‘Wat’ means temple or place of worship – but 
not mosque or synagogue.) 

 
The magnificent portrayal on the next page of the Lord 
Buddha in repose is one of the many beautiful sights within 
the White Temple. The Lord Buddha represents purity and, 
in this depiction, he is shown as having escaped from the 
world to Nirvana.  

Chiang Rai (pop: 70,000) is about 4 hours’ drive north of 
Chiang Mai in the mountainous province of the same name. 

It’s near the borders of Laos and Myanmar (formerly 
Burma). Wat Phra Keow is a royal temple that once housed 
the jade emerald Buddha and now displays a replica. 
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 In Chiang Rai we 
visited the ‘Blue 
Temple’ (Wat Rong 
Seur Ten) and the ‘Big 
Buddha’ (Wat Huy Pra 
Fang) – both pictured 
below. 

We took an elevator 
and stairs to the top of 
the Big Buddha and 
looked out through the 
eyes! You can see how 
big it is by the size of 
the people at the top 
and to the left of the 
steps.  

An hour’s drive further north is the area known as the 
Golden Triangle which was once the center of opium 
production and trade in South East Asia although those 
days are now gone. The area is peaceful and tranquil 
dotted with hill tribe villages, ancient temples and markets.  

The Golden Triangle, locally known as Sop Ruak, is where 
Thailand, Burma and Laos meet separated by the Mekong 
River. The border between Thailand and Burma is marked 
by the Ruak River, which flows into the Mekong at Sop 
Ruak. Chiang Saen is a former Lanna capital. The Golden 
Triangle is known for its beautiful scenery.  

From the viewpoint you can see the three neighboring 
countries, the Mekong River and the hilly landscape with its 
small villages and hilltop temples. One of many sights in the 
area is the House of Opium Museum, which we visited. 

There were no free samples! 😉. We also took a long tail 

boat ride on the Mekong River along the shores of 
Thailand, Burma and Laos. 

Thailand is a wonderful place to visit especially the 
Northern provinces where there is a more relaxed attitude 
towards life compared to Bangkok and a far healthier 
climate. 

Cliff Reece 
 

We circled Longyearbyen Airport for the second time. From 
my window seat I was looking down at the moon, 
mesmerised. Surely that aspect could only be seen from a 
spaceship! It was the most astonishing sight and to confirm 
it on the second approach, I saw it again! 

We had arrived in Svalbard just two days before the 
shortest day of the year in 24-hour darkness on the most 
northerly habitation on our blue planet. And how, why?  

In February I received an email advising I had won second 
prize in a travel competition.  I hadn’t entered one. Straight 
to trash. Curiosity made me recover the trashed email. I 
emailed the Svalbard Tourist Information Centre to that 
signature name. She confirmed the offer as genuine. I was 
to choose the time I wished to travel and arrangements 
would be made. Was I surprised? Golly! 

I then remembered completing a survey in November. 
Obviously, it had prizes attached. I had won four days’ stay 
with return flights from Oslo and full accommodation in the 
best hotel in Longyearbyen … 14,650 kilometres from 
Sydney and a touch over 1,000 kilometres south of the 
North Pole. 

Decisions! When to go? 24-hour midnight sun or the dark 
time, 24-hour night. We would be at Longyearbyen for the 
shortest day of the year, the Winter Solstice in the northern 
hemisphere. We decided to combine it with Christmas on 
the Lofoten Islands just north of the 66th parallel, the Arctic 
Circle. Norway is pure magic under snow and a white 
Christmas is something most Australians would dream of.  

A Surprise Prize  

       Pauline Downing 
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We had left the hotel in Oslo at 4:30am, walked to the 
station and caught the first train. All airport trains carry flight 
information screens continually being up-dated and there 
was advice of our flight’s cancellation. Perplexed, we 
arrived at the check-in counter at Gardermoen airport to be 
told we should go home and return the next day as serious 
storms had closed the airport in Svalbard. We stood riveted 
to the spot. I advised the booking clerk that home was 
Australia.  His face froze with indecision and he dashed into 
the rear office returning with bus passes and 
accommodation vouchers for overnight at the Gardermoen 
Airport Hotel where we arrived in time for a hot and 
welcome buffet breakfast. 

Boarding Norwegian Air the next morning went smoothly. 
We had only one scheduled stop at Tromsø, a city that is 
just north of the Arctic Circle. We wondered at the delay in 
departing, noticing equipment on the tarmac being loaded 
into the hold. All the passengers were astonished to see 
emergency crews, Red Cross personnel and rescue dogs 
filing into the aircraft. Two young men behind us asked if 
we knew why? Not at all, we replied and they checked 
Google on their phones. There had been an avalanche in 
Longyearbyen, caused by the worst snowstorm in over 
three decades, people had been killed and many were 
feared trapped in their homes on the edge of the town. 

It was a very solemn plane-load of tourists that landed, the 
emergency crews first to disembark to speed across town 
to the disaster site. Nothing had been advised to us at the 
airport check-in, no announcements had been made.   

We disembarked and slid and slithered through the snow 
spindrift to the small building that is both arrivals and 
departures, to retrieve our luggage from the single carousel 
adorned with a fully sized polar bear as its rotating 
centrepiece. We boarded the shuttle bus in silence, we felt 
a long way from home. 

The town was smothered in snow, abnormal depths of 
snow. Roads were blocked. It was the worst snowstorm in 
over 30 years. When we reached our hotel, snow was piled 
half-way up the windows of the foyer. Shoes were removed 
and left in the lobby and we were booked into the very 
warm and pleasant Spitzbergen Hotel overlooking the 
glacier valley.  

Behind us reared the dense snow-covered mountains. We 
simply stared through the picture windows at the enormous 
snowed-in peak directly behind us. C’est la vie absolutely 
succinct in this situation.  That evening soup of the day was 
the most delicious we have tasted, a glass of wine and 
fresh, warm home-made bread, how can I possibly convey 
its exquisite taste? 

Less than a kilometre from our hotel is the Svalbard Global 
Seed Vault, the ’Doomsday’ vault that stores many 
countries’ agricultural biodiversity. Above the entrance is a 
phosphorus green artwork of fibre optic lights and highly 
polished steel shines eerily through the dark. I never 
dreamt I would ever see this place. 

We took a snowmobile tour hoping to see the Northern 
Lights. Longyearbyen needs tourists as the Norwegian 

government is closing the coal mines that have always 
sustained the residents of Svalbard.  At the edges of the 
town are signs warning of polar bears. The bear population 
in Svalbard is almost double that of the residential 
population of 2,000. It is illegal to leave the town limits 
without the protection of a rifle that is capable of killing a 
polar bear, especially since climate change has diminished 
the ice and bears may come looking for food. Starving 
bears that break into cabins outside of the town are darted, 
fitted with GPS receivers and relocated. The bear may have 
robbed the larder but could be in danger of gastronomic 
explosions … it has happened … in a helicopter … just 
imagine. 

We stopped to watch the Svalbard reindeer grazing on 
lichen in the moonlight. Natural evolution has dwarfed these 
reindeer, the females giving birth over millennium to smaller 
calves. We scanned the heavens for the lights and our 
guides dispensed steaming hot drinks from flasks. It was 
very cold and snow clouds had blocked out the moon. 

We had experienced a disaster, where avalanches are 
more dangerous than polar bears in one of the most remote 
places in the world. Life should be lived - take it up on 
whatever it offers you … and love it.  

 
If you haven’t already done so please fill in and 
return the attached booking form for our 
SPECIAL INTEREST PROGRAM on Friday 13 
March. These are always great events – and you 
get two lectures and a pretty good ‘lightish’ meal 
for your money!  

AND remember, we need to have at least 40 
attendees to break even, so think about bringing 
along a friend or relative (or two) to introduce 
them to some of the delights of ADFAS Camden! 

 

Editor  Honorary Secretary 
Peter Claxton  Linda Inglis 

4655 9781  0428 825 386 

pclaxton8@bigpond.com  linda.inglis@westnet.com.au 

               ADFAS CAMDEN Inc.     .PO Box 146 Camden  NSW  2570   

 

‘Go NORTH young man! - Colin with friend 


