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ADFAS Gold Coast Inc.      

NEWSLETTER  
Summer 2020 
  Member of the Association of Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Societies Group     
Associate Member of NADFAS     

      

Vignette: Wire Sculptor –Ivan Lovatt – Owl  

From the Chair 

 

   Welcome to the first edition of our 2020 ADFAS Gold Coast Newsletters. 

   As I am writing this message to you, I am aware of what a difficult beginning we have had to 2020. It has been 

such a series of catastrophic events which has affected not just our members here on the Gold Coast but our fellow 

members across Australia. On behalf of the ADFAS Gold Coast Committee, I send our best wishes to you and 

yours and sincerely hope that 2020 will be a year of peace, recovery and rejuvenation. 

   As the incoming 2020 Chairman, I welcome you back to ADFAS for another stimulating and enjoyable year. I 

also extend a special welcome to all our New Members. I am sure you will find the Programme of Lectures and 

other activities for 2020 as interesting and enriching as you have enjoyed in past years. I encourage you to visit the 

ADFAS Gold Coast website www.adfas.org.au for details.  

   I would like to introduce the members of your 2020 Committee, who were elected at the AGM held in 

December, 2019. I congratulate them on their election and thank them for their continued enthusiasm and 

commitment. They are a wonderful team of volunteers. 

 

                                                                                       
   Patricia Ruzzene   Ann McCallum        Carol Little     Maree Alexanderson    Sandi Fueloep          Peggy McKeon          Naomi Wright 

     Chairman                  Secretary                     Treasurer           Membership Secretary    Programme Secretary   Functions, Attendance,    Church Recording & 
                                        Immediate Past Chairman     Guest Booking    School of Arts Coordinator 

                                   

                                             
Margaret Hamilton Jacqueline Marchant      Val Shooter         Carole Byron       Wendy Spencer   Caroline Gordon    Narelle Flanagan 

       Badges & Archives              Raffle Table               Newsletter Editor         Publicity, Media             Coach Trip          Asst. Membership      Assoc. Committee                        

                                                                                                                       Liaison & Membership     Coordinator                Secretary                     Member 

                                                                                                                  
   Your 2020 Committee looks forward to working on your behalf to ensure your ADFAS Gold Coast experience 

continues to be an enjoyable and stimulating one in 2019. In doing so, we will build upon the work of previous 

ADFAS Committees to achieve the aims of ADFAS to foster the interest, appreciation and participation of people 

of all ages in the Arts and to encourage the preservation of our Cultural Heritage.  

   Our involvement in a wide variety of Young Arts Projects aimed at encouraging and supporting the artistic 

endeavours of young people in our community will be maintained with your generous support in the donations you 

have made with your membership renewals and in buying raffle tickets at our lectures and events. Julie Romanin 

our Volunteer Raffle Prize Organizer extraordinaire is well and truly on the hunt for some wonderful prizes for our 

raffles this year. Thank you all on behalf of the Young People of the Gold Coast whom we support. 

   On behalf of your ADFAS Gold Coast Committee we look forward to seeing you all during this exciting year. 

 

Patricia Ruzzene 

Chairman 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

 

CHAIRMAN, PATRICIA RUZZENE, and COMMITTEE 

Invite all members to join us for Morning Tea following the lecture on Saturday 29thFebruary to welcome 

New Members to ADFAS, Gold Coast Branch 

 

 

ADFAS GOLD COAST YOUNG ARTS PROGRAMME 

ADFAS Gold Coast, through your very generous donations, is able to 

support and sponsor a varied range of activities and arts-based organisations 

across the Gold Coast.  

We have recently published a report on our 2019 activities which we forward 

to the ADFAS National Executive Committee for their information. The 

report will soon be available on our website….WATCH THIS SPACE 

GOLD PALM THEATRE AWARDS - GOLD COAST 

   Patricia Ruzzene, ADFAS Gold Coast Vice-Chairman 2019 and a number of our ADFAS Committee and 

friends, attended the 10th Gold Palm Theatre Awards presented on Monday 2 December 2019 at Dracula's Cabaret 

Restaurant, Broadbeach, Gold Coast.  

   It is always such a sparkling and glitzy night for everyone involved in Community Theatre in the Gold Coast 

area. It is fantastic to see so many schools and young people involved in 

Theatre Arts participating and performing alongside more experienced 

actors, designers and directors. It’s great to be part of an event where our 

Theatre Arts community is rewarded for their talent, enthusiasm and 

commitment to excellence.  

   ADFAS Gold Coast is proud to have been a sponsor of this event for 

the past five years. We sponsor 

and present two awards – the 
Award for Best Set Design and the 

Award for Best Costume Design.  

  Both Awards were presented by 

our Vice-Chairman to the successful winners on the night. The winner of the 

2019 ADFAS Gold Coast Award for Best Set design was Joshua McIntosh, 

Ipswich Musical Theatre Company.  
The winner of the 2019 ADFAS Gold Coast Award for Best Costume Design 

was Shirley Whitehouse, Gold Coast Little Theatre. 
Congratulations and best wishes to the Awardees.  

 

ADFAS QUEENSLAND COLLEGE of ART HONOURS AWARD for 2020 - REVIEW and RENEWAL 

   Since its inauguration in 2013, during current National ADFAS Vice-Chairman Ann Dean’s 

chairmanship of the Gold Coast Society, the ADFAS Queensland College of Art Honours Award 

has become the ‘Jewel in the Crown’ in our society’s ADFAS Young Arts Programme. Now in its 

sixth year, it has already assisted five outstanding, talented QCA graduates towards achieving 

their lifetime goals and in further enhancing their already impressive skills. 

   During 2019 we underwent a process of review and renewal of the award with the QCA, to 

ensure the continued commitment to academic excellence and relevance. The review fortuitously 

also coincided with a change to the QCA Academic Year. The result of the review is a 

change to the time for the awarding of the Honours Award. 

Normally the award is presented at our AGM in December. The 

presentation of the 2020 ADFAS QCA Honours Award will now 

occur during morning tea at the ADFAS Lecture Saturday 28 March 

2020.    
   The 2019 Joint awardees were Kirsty Gordon (right) and Riley 

Sheehan (left). Kirsty presented the outcomes of her research at our 

2019 AGM. She also presented on behalf of Riley who was unable 

to attend. Both were outstanding presentations and we applaud them. 
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VIGNETTE: IVAN LOVATT, WIRE SCULPTOR 

 

   Ivan Lovatt (pictured left creating You’re terrible 

Muriel! for the 2018 Gold Coast SWELL Sculpture 

Festival, Currumbin Beach) is a professional 

sculptor who has been creating sculpture for public 

exhibition, private collections and corporations for 

the past 14 years. Right: the finished sculpture 

painted with pigmented resin 

   Born in Nairobi, Kenya, Ivan acquired from an 

early age, an enduring appreciation of Africa’s 

natural environment and the creatures inhabiting it. 

He sketched birds and wildlife and found he loved 

being creative and had promising artistic talent. He 

has also lived in England, Wales and Germany but 

in 1994 he immigrated to Australia and now lives 

in the Gold Coast Hinterland. 

   Although earning a living as a construction worker, art was always his passion, so in his spare time he studied 

and experimented with diverse mediums and imaginative ways in which to use them, including creating sculptures 

from galvanised chicken wire, driftwood and reclaimed timber. His early driftwood birds and wildlife sculptures 

(see below) were very popular and profitable but he kept returning to galvanised chicken wire because of its innate 

strength, flexibility and creativity.  Below: Gull Dimensions: 26 x 47 x 16cm; Kingfisher; Aberdeen Angus 

 

     
   He found by layering, twisting, shaping and pinning, galvanised chicken wire could be sculpted into both abstract 

and realistic forms and its strength was due to the hexagonal structure of the wire. He also found by using multiple 

layers and different gauge wires, it was possible to create very large sculptures up to 3 metres and still maintain the 

lacy delicacy of things like feathers. The resulting sculptures are surprisingly light to pick up and move. 

 

  
Above: The versatility of chicken wire, from small and dainty Fairy Wrens to the large and powerful Eagle Landing 

   As his skills developed, Ivan took delight in increasingly challenging creations and one of those was a 

commission to produce 16 busts of famous people for Melbourne’s Jackman Gallery. The layering, compression 

and stretching of the wire structure to shape and contour very well-known faces is remarkable and clearly evident 

in a couple of close up images below, as is a comparison in size between the artist and his sculpture of Sir Edmund 

Hillary (next page). 

   Ivan Lovatt’s success continued with commissions to create a series of portraits for Ripley’s Believe it or Not 

Museums in Australia, the USA and London (for which he sculpted individual busts of the four members of The 

Beatles). His art is represented in Campanart Gallery, Tamborine Mountain, Qld; 19 Karen Contemporary 

Artspace, Mermaid Beach, Gold Coast; and Lion Pride Lands at Taronga Western Plains Zoo, Dubbo, NSW. 
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         Andy Warhol             Sir Edmund Hillary         Detail of Ned Kelly            Albert Einstein           Ivan Lovatt and his art 

   More recently Ivan has been recognised for his wire 

representations of wild life (especially Australian) which have 

won him numerous prizes and fans including People’s Choice 

Awards (2004, 2006, 2008, 2014 & 2018) and the Peer Award 

(2015) at the Gold Coast SWELL Sculpture Exhibition for his 

super-size owl Merlin (left), bee Macro, emu Curious Bird, 

Wolf, lion Magnificent (right, a salute to the wildlife from his 

country of birth) and galah You're Terrible Muriel!. Apart from 

SWELL, Ivan has won many awards from festivals, shows, 

competitions and exhibitions around Queensland, the 2009 

Sculptures by the Sea in Bondi, NSW and Cottesloe, WA and 

the 2008 Toorak Village Festival, Victoria. 

   Inspiration for art can be delightfully quirky at times. When a wild galah decided 

to call Ivan Lovatt’s place home, it quickly decided to attach itself to Ivan and his 

then 5 year-old son but jealously rejected the presence of Ivan’s wife – hunting her down and initiating squawking 

and screaming matches. Luckily no harm occurred, just a lot of noise and aggravation.  

   Ivan says, ‘I would have to run in and save either my wife, or Muriel. Then we would say, “You’re terrible 

Muriel!”.’ He goes on to say, ‘One day Muriel took flight and she never came back. I don’t think my wife minded. 

She wasn’t too keen on Muriel.’ Muriel however, in challenging posture and ruffled plumage, lives on in Ivan’s 

sculpture (see photos on the previous page) and now watches over the canals from the home of a private collector 

in Surfers Paradise.  

   A visit to Ivan’s workshop/studio reveals how skilfully chicken wire can be manipulated in the hands of an 

expert– graceful twists to the body to capture moments in time during flight or action; tight compression to create 

claws beaks, nostrils, eyes, eyebrows and eyelids; a predatory stare from the eye of a hunting cat; the affronted 

glare of a possessive parrot and the sweetness of tiny birds. But how are two dimensional sheets of wire 

transformed into three dimensional sculptures?  

   The wire is cut, shaped and attached to a galvanised metal framework and layer by layer, a 3D creature with fur, 

luxuriant mane or feathers emerges (see Muriel on the previous page, Magnificent above right and Cat below). 

Although the sculpture looks soft and fluffy, it feels stiff and spiky – but that’s due to the talent of the artist. 

   Below are studio photos of a wire sculptor’s tools of trade and some of Ivan’s works in progress. Sitting on 

benches but not photographed, were heavy duty gloves needed when cutting and handling wire or applying resin.  

      
Above: Pliers, side cutters and brushes; rolls of varying grades of galvanised chicken wire; Cat; A Murder of 

Crows dropping flowers at the grave of their victim; one of the popular Hummingbird sculptures; Kangaroo 

   Also scattered around benches and hanging from beams are experiments using wire as a creative base. Ivan says 

he wonders which direction these will lead him in the future, but wherever it does it will be memorable.  

  Through his continuing exhibitions and entries in competitions, Ivan Lovatt has established rapport with the 

public and especially children. He has visions of taking his art west on tour, teaching and sharing his talent with 

children so the craft and all he has learnt about it is passed on and not forgotten.  
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   Some of Ivan Lovatt’s wildlife artistry now performs a purpose completely unintended at the time of its creation 

– beautiful and poignant memorials through sculpture, of the more than one billion native creatures which perished 

in our country’s devastating 2019-2020 bushfires. 

     
               Cockatoo                        Wombat                      Baby Koala                 Kookaburra                        Bat 

Val Shooter 

ADFAS Coach Trip to REDLANDS ART GALLERY and ORMISTON HOUSE – Tues 26 May 2020 

   Announcing our first ADFAS coach trip for 2020 to the Redlands Shire just north of the Gold Coast!  

   Bordered by Brisbane, Logan and Southern Moreton Bay and including a number of islands such as North 

Stradbroke and Coochiemudlo, Redlands boasts a proud connection with the Quandamooka people who have 

cared for this region for the past 21,000 years. We see one of Queensland’s oldest lighthouses and the state’s 

oldest licensed hotel. We visit historic Ormiston House, built in the 1860s by Captain Louis Hope who was to 

become known as the Father of the Australian Sugar Industry and we view the exhibitions at Redland Art Gallery 

(RAG) which will be held in conjunction with National Reconciliation Week 2020.        

                                   Ormiston House (from Ormiston House website) and the Redland Art Gallery     

Fragments (L & R): A Printed Environment - Tamika Grant-Iramu Images from 

Redland Art Gallery website 

The day trip will include a Devonshire morning tea and guided tour of 

Ormiston House, lunch at a restaurant by the bay, and a visit to the Redland 

Art Gallery with a guided tour of the exhibitions.  

Cost and final details are still to be sorted. SAVE THE DATE and register 

your interest now with Wendy on wspencer@onthenet.com.au   or   0414 

751831.  Please mention any specific dietary requirements. 

Wendy Spencer   

                             SRI LANKA and the MAGIC OF GEOFFREY BAWA 

   On a recent trip to Sri Lanka we discovered the 

magic of Geoffrey Bawa.  

   Bawa (left) is sometimes said to be among the 

most influential Asian architects of his generation 

and the principal force behind what is today 

known globally as "tropical modernism”. His 

followers include Singapore-based Australian 

architect, Kerry Hill. 

   Bawa was born in Sri Lanka in 1919 and died 

in 2003. His work was mainly in Sri Lanka, but 

included several other countries as well – India, Indonesia, Mauritius, Japan, 

Fiji, Pakistan, Egypt and Singapore. The scope of his architecture ranges from 

houses, hotels, schools, clubs, offices and government buildings, to his most 

notable accomplishment, the Sri Lankan Parliament Building. 

mailto:wspencer@onthenet.com.au
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   His designs are said “to break the barriers between inside 

and outside, between buildings and landscape, and he 

characteristically links a complex series of spaces – rooms, 

courtyards, loggias, verandas”.  

   Bawa spent much of his life 

outside Sri Lanka but in 1948 and 

following a stay in Italy, he bought 

an abandoned rubber estate at 

Lunuganga on the south-west coast 

of Sri Lanka between Colombo and 

Galle, with plans to create out of a 

tropical wilderness, his own 

residence with an Italian garden. 

Bawa achieved this goal over a 

period of 50 years and it is said to be one of his most impressive 

achievements.  

   We visited this magnificent estate on a hot, wet day in October 

and it was a highlight of our trip to 

Sri Lanka. It comprises a series of 

outdoor rooms with a touch of Italy, 

in a tranquil tropical garden setting. 

Its 50 year garden is said to be a 

“civilized wilderness set within the 

greater garden of Sri Lanka”.   

   The estate was a refuge for artists 

during Bawa’s life and two tables 

(one photographed left) created at that 

time are still on display.  

   Lunuganga is today maintained by 

The Geoffrey Bawa Trust and now 

also functions as a country hotel with 

six suites dotted around the estate.  

We experienced the 

magic of Bawa at 

the Jetwing 

Lighthouse Hotel 
in Galle as well. The hotel was designed by Bawa to include a 

beautiful blend of indoor and outdoor areas (left). The spiral 

staircase at the entrance to the hotel (right) 

recounts the story of the battle with the 

Portuguese through a series of spectacular 

metal figures you pass as you ascend the 

staircase.  

   You must experience the Bawa magic if 

you are planning a visit to Sri Lanka. 

Ann McCallum 
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* OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY 2020  

Bookings are now open for the world’s biggest, most famous and spectacular, once-

in-a-decade Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany. Performances begin on May 

16 and continue until October 4. 

 

PHOTO GALLERY – 2019 AGM and COCKTAIL PARTY 

    

    

    

   

   

   

Thank you to Vignette Artist, Ivan Lovatt, our ADFAS photographer, Karl Fueloep, Ann McCallum and others 

who have kindly shared their photographs with us. 


