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Perth, Western Australia  Newsletter 004: Summer 2019/20 

 

JOIN US AS THE JOURNEY CONTINUES INTO OUR SECOND YEAR 
 

Message from ADFAS Perth Chair, Fiona Johnson:  

I hope 2019 delivered what you wanted, and perhaps a little more. For 
ADFAS Perth, there have been many highlights; our greatest achievement 
was admission as a society into the national body at the ADFAS national 
conference in September and the ratification of our constitution at the 
Special General Meeting held in late November at the Art Gallery of WA. 
The completion of our inaugural lecture series with a tally of 155 members, 
exceeding our forecast by fifty percent, is also something of which we are 
very proud. 
 

I’d like to specially thank Christina Backus and her sister, Trish Wall for their 
generous donations of stunning works for our end-of-year raffle. 
Congratulations to lucky winners Debbie Thornton and Mary Ann Wright. 

 

Looking back, I have really enjoyed joining like-minded people for lectures that illuminate one’s day (and often inspire 
future travels and education). The lecture topics in our first programme were diverse and I am thrilled to say that our 
2020 programme is equally thought-provoking boasting a broad appeal catering for a wide range of tastes and interests. 

Our add-on events this year - like the Venice Biennale lecture and the WA Ballet VIP-access occasions - also proved be 
great successes. Wait until you hear what we have lined up for you in 2020! 

As we plunge into our second year, with most setting-up matters complete, the pressure is off (a bit) so I am really 
looking forward to relaxing into enjoying our quality programme. I do hope you will join us in ensuring ADFAS Perth is 
here to stay. And remember, membership or lecture tickets make a great Christmas present!  

It is timely to thank everyone who have assisted in the success of ADFAS Perth, including the inaugural steering 
committee, the many volunteers and the national association who provided us with guidance and assistance. I also 
congratulate and welcome the inaugural eight committee members of the new ADFAS Perth Incorporated who were 
elected at the SGM.  Have a safe and happy festive season, I look forward to seeing you soon. 
 

ADFAS PERTH YOUTH ARTS AWARD by Mariana Atkins 

The inaugural ADFAS Perth Youth Arts Award, announced at our Special General Meeting in late November, is 
designed to assist a young artist/s in furthering the pursuit of their artistic practice.  

 

The initiative will also create an industry  profile given the calibre of the judges, which 
include: Kevin Jackson, formerly of Jacksons Drawing Supplies, Digby de Bruin who 
headed up Head of the Art School at Central Institute of Technology , Felicity Johnson 
from Art Collective WA, and Tristan Parr, a cellist with Tura New Music. Full 
application details are available online here.  Applications close on 31 March 2020 
with the successful applicant announced on 30 April.  

This is a new and exciting initiative for the ADFAS Perth community. The $1500 award 
will be funded by ADFAS lectures raffle ticket sales and philanthropic donations. 
Please assist us in raising awareness of this opportunity by promoting it out to your 
friends and networks. We look forward to your support. 

 

https://www.adfas.org.au/societies/western-australia/perth/
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2020 LECTURE PROGRAMME: 13 new lectures available to BOOK NOW! 
 

 

 

 
Our 2020 lecture programme offers something to 
satisfy all tastes and interests: 
 
Saturday 15 February:  CHARLES HARRIS  

13:00 -14:15 
ALPHONS MUCHA AND THE CREATIVE PROCESS 

Alfons Mucha wrote the definitive text on Art 
Nouveau; Documents Décoratifs covered the 
elaborate ornamentation that typified the style 
with themes from nature, fine draftsmanship, 
idealised feminine subjects, symbolism and 
allegory. He was a master of the decorative panel, 
and one of the four great exponents of the poster 
in the Belle Epoque period.  

15:00 -16:00  
CASSANDRE STYLE: FROM KHARKOV TO POIROT  
Adolphe Jean-Marie Mouron (A M Cassandré), was 
a style guru in an age full of style – the Art Deco 
era. Highly influential, his work was at the polished 
centre of Modernism. His designs were a 
playground of sweeping curves, bold zig-zags, 
sumptuous streamlining and stunning high-fashion 
posters promoting the finer things in life before the 
austerities of a WW II. So, what do Fibonacci 
numbers have to do with this? 

 

 

Saturday 2 May: KARIN FERNALD  
13:00 -14:15  
VIRGINIA WOOLF ON ART, LIFE, LONDON AND BUYING 
SUSPENDERS 

15:00 – 16:00 
FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE: LETTERS AND DIARIES 

Saturday 4 July: GILES RAMSAY 
13:00 -14:15  
OSCAR WILDE: UP CLOSE 

15:00 – 16:00  

SHAKESPEARE: THE BIRTH OF MODERN SHOW-
BUSINESS 

Saturday 1 August: IAN GLEDHILL 
13:00 -14:15 
THE ORIGINS OF ART NOUVEAU ARCHITECTURE  
15:00 – 16:00  
ART NOUVEAU ARCHITECTURE AROUND THE WORLD   
 

 

Saturday 29 August: BRIAN HEALEY  
13:00 – 14:15 
PIONEERS OF THE NEW AMERICA: Artists of the Hudson 
River School 
15:00 – 16:00  
NEW YORK! NEW YORK! The Ashcan Experiment 

Saturday 26 September: PATRICIA LAW  
13:00 – 14:15  
THE FRENCH JEWEL HOUSES FROM 1900 

15:00 – 16:00  
THE EASTERN INFLUENCE IN EUROPEAN JEWELLERY 

Thursday 29 October: SUSANNAH FULLERTON  
18:30 – 19:30 
DICKENS OF LONDON: THE LIFE AND WORKS OF CHARLES 
DICKENS 
 

  S P E C I A L    A D F A S    M E M B E R S  -  O N L Y    O F F E R 
5 - 6:00pm: Happy Hour 1/2 price drinks + 20% off dinner on lecture nights  

at the DoubleTree Hilton, 100 James Street, Northbridge. 

To redeem this offer, just show your ADFAS membership card. 

FFOSSFFFFFFFSE 

 

If you can’t make a lecture; 
remember your ticket is 

transferrable. 

Lecture location: 
North Metropolitan TAFE 

25 Aberdeen Street, Northbridge.  
NB. On Saturdays, only the Museum 

Street entrance will be open. 

 

BUY MEMBERSHIP which covers all 13 
lectures here or individual lectures here.  
Why not give an ADFAS membership to that 

special art lover in your life for Xmas!  

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=574722
https://www.trybooking.com/book/search?keyword=adfas%20perth&location=6162
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T R A V E L   T A L E S 

 
This edition’s contributor is our secretary, Denise-Ellis Brice who offers 
some great insights into the Portuguese capital, Lisbon. 
 

Bem Vindo a Lisboa – welcome to Lisbon; a vibrant, lively, 
colourful and cultural city that is a delight to the senses and 
artistic sensibilities. 
   
The second oldest capital city in Europe can challenge the most 
energetic of travellers with its seven steep hills however, if you 
don’t do all the hills in one day (on foot), you will find it 
energising particularly using trams and tuk-tuks to get you 
around.  
 
Lisbon’s architecture, museums, galleries and monuments are 
a blend of its tumultuous past seamlessly integrating with the 
modern artistic present; where cobblestones merge with the 
paths of the future. 
 
These three museums were favourites of mine: the MATT, a 
modern architectural structure; Museo do Fado for the history 
of the Fado, a style of Portuguese music; and the National 
Azulejo, dedicated to the art of Portuguese tilework.  
 

You shouldn’t miss the Baixa district, especially the Parque Eduardo VII 
with stunning views at the top; the Santa Justa Lift found in the centre of 
the restaurant area; the Parcques das Nações the modern side of Lisbon; 
the funicular known as Elevador do Gloria, which takes you to 
Restaurandores Square, another of the older neighbourhoods Bairro Alto; 
and Alfama the oldest part of the city.  
 
I’d highly recommend a visit Belem on the outskirts of Lisbon to see 
Mosteiro dos Jerònimos, that boasts 16th century “Manueline style” 
architecture; this is where Vasco da Gama is entombed. Be sure to go for 
a walk on the riverfront and be delighted by the Monument to the 
Discoveries, an amazing piece celebrating the age of explorations in the 
15th and 16th centuries. Continue along on the riverfront to the Torre de 
Belem that guards the entrance to the harbour. Further along you find the 
MATT museum. 
 

 

Make sure you visit the imposing Castelo de 
Sao Jorge, a medieval castle and fortress 
home to peacocks and a panoramic-views 
encompassing the old city’s pastel-coloured 
buildings.  
 
If you need a shopping fix, visit LX Factory a 
former industrial building converted to 
house quirky shops and unique restaurants. 
And for a pick-me-up, I’d suggest a coffee 
and a pastéis de Belem (de Nata elsewhere) 
a custard tart said to have been invented in 
Belem.  
 
Viagens sugura – safe travels! 
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SGM and CHRISTMAS PARTY  

 

Both the SGM and the Christmas party were resounding 
successes; thanks for coming. See full album here. 

 

END-OF-YEAR FINANCE  

At the Special General Meeting on 30 November, 70 
members and guests received a financial report for the 15-
month period 1/9/2018 to 30/11/2019 highlighting:  

• Net income $20,819   

• Net assets $20,819 

• Cash at bank and term deposit $25,737 

Treasurer, Peter Farr reported that the surplus was helped 
on the income side by good marketing (i.e. 155 
memberships in the inaugural year combined with high 
sales of guest tickets to lectures); excellent raffle tickets 
sales; and a seed grant of $2,000 from the national ADFAS 
Association. Peter explained that expenditure was lower 
than it will be in future years due to being exempted from 
paying an annual capitation fee to the national ADFAS 
Association. Costs were also contained by economical 
lecture venue hire from North Metropolitan TAFE; 
economies with lecturers’ fees with the double lecture 
scheduling on Saturday afternoons; and negotiated hotel 
accommodation rates. Peter stressed the importance of the 
Society’s new Constitution for good fiscal governance. 

A high retention rate of 2019 members and guest ticket 
buyers taking up annual membership is crucial to our 
ongoing success.  

Once we are formally incorporated and registered with the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC), 
at our first AGM next year, we will provide members with a 
full financial report along with an Annual Statement to the 
ACNC; the latter will be publicly available. 

In the meantime, we are seeking someone to join the 
Committee to learn our fiscal processes in view of taking 
over from Peter. If this is something you’d like to explore, 
please contact Fiona Johnson or Peter.  

ADFAS PERTH INFORMATION 

This newsletter is quarterly. For more regular 
news, subscribe to our eNews here and/or join 
the ADFAS Perth Facebook group here. 

Buy membership here. 

Contact us: 
ADFAS Perth  
PO Box 7072 
Shenton Park WA 6008 
Email: perth@adfas.org.au 

 

ABOUT US 

ADFAS Perth Committee members are:  
Chair:  Fiona Johnson 
Vice Chair:  Kay Campbell 
Treasurer:  Peter Farr 
Secretary:  Denise Ellis Brice 
Marketing:  Leanne Casellas 
Committee members: Mariana Atkins, Phillida Preston, and 
 Pippa Lightfoot. 

Outgoing Vice-chair and raffle King, Kevin Jackson has a full schedule 
in 2020 so he has stepped back from the committee but never fear, 
he hasn’t relinquished control of the raffle! 

New members (and sponsors) are always welcome so please make 
yourself known to us at events or email us here. 

ADFAS Perth is a wholly volunteer run organisation. If you’d like to 
help, then please get in touch: many hands make light work! 

If you have some arty travel tales to tell or recommendations from 
your latest jaunts, we’d love to hear them! Please send 350 words 
maximum with 4-5 jpg format photos to:  perth@adfas.org.au.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.923911047991211&type=3
mailto:fionajohnson72@bigpond.com
mailto:farr.peter@farr.com.au
http://eepurl.com/dGdIz9
https://www.facebook.com/groups/647781272270858/
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=574722
mailto:perth@adfas.org.au
mailto:perth@adfas.org.au
file:///M:/My%20documents/ADFAS/Newsletter/2019%20Autumn/perth@adfas.org.au

