
Student Conservator of the Year Awards 

This award recognises a student conservator who has high academic achievement and made 
a contribution to the conservation profession.  
 

AICCM Student Conservator of the Year (University of Melbourne) 

Daniel Schwartz  

Daniel is a committed and strong advocate for cultural materials conservation and during his Masters 
of Cultural Materials Conservation, achieved high academic results and facilitated conservation 
programs with broader communities.   

In particular, Dan led a RE-ORG project in Bathurst, New South Wales with support from a Grimwade 
Centre’s Willem Snoek Conservation Award in 2018. With a desire to work on a regionally relevant 
and hands-on project, Dan together with conservation and curatorship students conducted a 
reorganisation of a museum’s storage facility and Mr Sherley from the Council said the project 
provided a ‘systematic, step-by-step approach to improve access to, and management of, council's 
museum and gallery collections’.  
 
Such leadership and concern for the conservation profession is also shown by Dan’s role as the 
President of SCAM (Student Conservators @ Melbourne) and representation on the AICCM’s 2019 
National Conference Conservation Skills Summit Panel.  

Through Dan’s minor thesis research on ‘Repatriation as Conservation: Toward a Decolonised 
Conservation Ethic’, he has fostered a strong interest in social justice and cross-cultural issues 
central to the profession through historical enquiry and reflexive thought.  

Dan has demonstrated a high level of commitment to volunteer projects alongside academic 
achievements, with placements at the Jewish Holocaust Centre, the University of Melbourne 
Cultural Collections and Museum of Anthropology in Vancouver.  

Dan’s ongoing participation and collaborations have enabled him to gain real experience working 
with broad community groups and the public in a range of conservation related projects.  

Lastly, Dan is tenacious, creative and his technical problem solving, and conservation skill set are 
worthy of high praise. It is the Grimwade Centre’s belief that Dan demonstrates a high level of 
commitment and reflexivity in cultural materials conservation and strong future leadership.  

AICCM Student Conservator of the Year (University of Canberra) 

Rebecca Negri  

Bec has been student representative on the AICCM local council for over a year. She has been 
active and provided a good link between the organisation and the student body. 

Bec has been actively involved in the conservation profession and has undertaken 
internships with the Australian War Memorial and has undertaken significant work on a 
family portrait outside her regular studies. As well as treatment, this project has involved 
sympathetic liaison with the family to ensure their needs are met.  



  
Bec has high academic achievement and is an outstanding student. She researches 
everything she does in depth, conducts extensive trials to determine the best materials and 
methods to use for her treatments, and has actively explored new areas of conservation 
methodology such as gel cleaning systems.  
 
Bec is a leader in her chosen area of paintings conservation, and has actively contributed to 
the conservation profession both amongst her student peers and also with the professional 
conservators she has worked with. Her desire to explore and evaluate new techniques has 
inspired everyone around her to experiment and innovate.  

 
Bec’s willingness to go beyond the “norm”, as well as her excellent organizational abilities, 
mark her out as a graduate to watch. We look forward to Bec’s future leadership in the 
conservation profession.  
 

ADFAS Mid-Career Scholarship 

Elizabeth McCartney has been awarded the scholarship to attend the course ‘Conservation 
and Repair of Architectural and Structural Metalwork’ at West Dean College of Arts and 
Conservation (UK) in February 2020.  West Dean College is an internationally recognised and 
widely respected conservation education institution.   
 
As Manager, Conservation, Elizabeth directs the conservation program that looks after the 
Victorian State Collection.   
 
In particular, she is the project conservator for the Great Melbourne Telescope (GMT) 
Restoration. Erected at the Melbourne Observatory in 1869, for three decades the GMT was 
the largest operational telescope in the world.  In 1945 it was sold for reuse at Mt Stromlo 
Observatory near Canberra and after modernisation it continued to be used for 
astrophysical research.  In 2003, the parts of the GMT still in use were burnt in the Canberra 
bushfires.  In 2008 these parts were returned to Museums Victoria and the restoration 
project began. This is a complex project to restore an object of great state, national and 
international significance.  The restoration project has recently arrived at a critical juncture 
and further development of knowledge of metals conservation at this point would be of 
great and very timely benefit to the work on the project. 
 
Undertaking this course at West Dean College is necessary as there is no metals-specific 
mid-career conservation training in Australia.  Receiving this specialised training would 
benefit the conservation of a number of objects and structures of high national and 
international significance, the preservation of the Victorian State Collection in general, and 
the support that Elizabeth if able to provide to her team and the other organisations who 
come to Museums Victoria for advice. 
 

ADFAS Armidale Mid-Career Scholarship 

Wendi Powell has been awarded the Armidale ADFAS Mid-career Scholarship to secure a 
place in the 7 week-long Preservation & Conservation of Photographic Materials Course 



held by The Centre for Photographic Conservation in London, England in 2020. This is a 
seven week ‘Certificated’ career and professional development course held annually for 
experienced conservators seeking to increase and develop their knowledge, skills and 
experience in the field of photographic conservation.  
 
This course will help Wendi to broaden her knowledge and skill base in the field of 
photographic conservation. The course entails the history of photography and the theory of 
photo-chemistry and as well teaches practical hands-on skills for the preservation and 
conservation treatment of photographic materials. It will also enable Wendi the opportunity 
to assemble a collection of comparative images for the identification of different types of 
photographic materials.  
 
Wendi wishes to share the information she gains from attending this course with the 
greater community of conservators within Australia and therefore proposes to hold an 
overview workshop at an AICCM event in Sydney, NSW upon her return.  
 


