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Dear Members 

In my final report for this year, I express my thanks to a dedicated committee who 
have diligently worked as a team to ensure that we offer a professional, exciting and 
at times, amusing array of topics and lecturers to the ADFAS Hobart community. 

We welcome as new committee members, Tony Coleman, Tiina Sexton and Sherryl 
Stephensen who bring a wealth of experience and enthusiasm. 

I trust that our 2020 brochure will capture your interest as it includes an eclectic mix 
of topics covering a wide period in history and taking us to places such as Britain, 
Russia and Hobart Town. 

We will continue to offer special interest days throughout the year as these have 
proven to be very popular with members. 

Best wishes 

Lorraine Polglase 

Chairman 

  



October 

Marilyn Elm 

'Less is More' - In the Garden 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Jennifer Reid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barb Edwards, Margaret Davies, Vicky Willis 

 

  



 

  

Markree Special Interest Morning 

Markree House Museum was the focus of 

September’s ADFAS visit. The charming 1920’s 

garden was explained by Ann Cripps. Scott Carlin 

walked us through Markree’s story and built history. 

The 1926 home designed by Bernard Walker, built for 

the Baldwin family, is a perfect example of its era, 

right down to 1920s  furnishings.       

  

 

1 All prospective lecturers must undergo an extensive process of scrutiny, before being selected. 
Initially, each lecturer must present before a panel of the Art Society Committee in the United 
Kingdom. In order to qualify as a lecturer for the Arts Society, each potential lecturer must: 

 Have approximately three years' experience of lecturing to adults 

 Be confident with audiences of 100 or more 

 Use high quality digital images 

 Lecture on a range of arts subjects - as defined: "The study of the history, social history, 
techniques and materials, design and manufacture and collections of: architecture, 
archaeology, painting, prints, sculpture, textiles, furniture, furnishings, costume, glass, 
jewellery, ceramics, enamel, metalwork, garden design and installation art; as well as 
the lives and influences of the artists, architects, craftsmen and patrons involved. We 
also include music, dance, theatre, literature and film." 

2 There are over 380 accredited lecturers listed by the Arts Society. 

3 During an event known as Directory Day, each potential lecturer has three minutes to 

convince the committee of their abilities 

Jenny Holmes, ADFAS Committee member, attended the ADFAS 

National Conference in September in Sydney, as an observer.  

Her report follows: 



4 The ADFAS National Committee in Australia receives a report, listing lecturers and their 

area of interest, compiling a list of 30 lectures. After checking whether each lecturer is able 

to come to Australia and viewing their presentations, the list is sent back to the Arts Society. 

5 Once the lecturer is chosen, each society receives a list of topics. Individual societies 

consider such things as lecture scores; topics not previously covered; what the lecturer is 

most passionate about; a balance of male and female presenters and topics that provide a 

balance across the year. 

6 A list of six topics is sent back to the lecturer for his/her approval. Contracts are signed by 

each society. 

N.B. Individual ADFAS societies across Australia, with the assistance of the Australian 

Lecturers Committee, find the Australian lecturers, not the ADFAS National Committee.  

Whilst on a two day stop over in Abu Dhabi in October, I visited the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque after a 

recommendation by Christopher Bradley, one of our lecturer’s this year. 

Syrian architect, Yousef Abdelky began the design in 1996 with instructions to establish a structure that would 

unite the cultural diversity of Islamic world with the historical and modern values of architecture and art 

Built between 1996 – 2007, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan wanted the mosque to be built using 

natural materials such as marble, stone, gold, semi-precious stones and ceramics sourced from many 

countries around the world. I visited in the evening and marvelled at the Swarovski crystal chandeliers 

reflecting the phases of the moon.  The mosque has the largest carpet in the world.  

It is free to visit. After exiting one of the domes and walking along an underground corridor a food-hall awaits 

  

Lorraine and Larry Polglase visited the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque 

in Abu Dhabi 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Strathmore Special Interest Day 

On Wednesday 9th October twelve Hobart members 

ventured north to the historic homestead of 

Strathmore.  

Lectures by Marilyn Elm, an interesting ‘conversation’ 

with owners Sue and Graham Gillon, a delicious lunch, 

and a wander through the beautiful gardens were 

enjoyed by all.  

Thank you to Launceston ADFAS for their invitation.  

 

 

Are You Going to Sydney? 

An Exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Sydney has opened, exhibiting works of Cornelia 

Parker who was the subject lecture topic delivered to us by Rosalind Whyte last year. It is on until February 

2020. 

 



October 30 Visit to TMAG 

Thirty lucky members of ADFAS enjoyed a behind the scenes visit to the Tasmanian Museum 

and Art Gallery to see and hear Jennifer O'Connell (Senior Conservator, painting) talk about her 

conservation work  

Above the TMAG café is a beautiful light-filled space where the conservation studios are. Jennifer 

gave a fascinating insight into way art works are cleaned and repairs made using art from 

TMAG’s collection to illustrate various aspects of her work.   

TMAG also provided two more talks. Firstly Dr Mary Knights (Senior Curator of Art at TMAG) took 

us to the Tasmanian Aboriginal artist Julie Gough exhibition “Tense Past”, which interrogates 

colonial history and the impact of colonisation on Tasmania’s first people—then and now. 

https://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/whats_on/exhibitions/current_upcoming/info/julie_gough_tense_past 

Our third group was led by an ADFAS member Peter Hughes who is TMAG's Senior Curator of 

Decorative Arts. He talked about some wonderful ceramic works on current display. 

ADFAS Hobart is grateful to the staff of TMAG. 

 

 

https://us13.mailchimp.com/mctx/click?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tmag.tas.gov.au%2Fwhats_on%2Fexhibitions%2Fcurrent_upcoming%2Finfo%2Fjulie_gough_tense_past&xid=e0cf5d7651&uid=55313561&pool=&subject=


 

 

November 

Jennie Jackson 

Sculptures of the Ross Bridge 
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Penny Brown, new life member, Jill 

Bale and Robyn Jackson 
Jennie Jackson, lecturer, Alastair 

Douglas and Joanna More 
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