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                                  ADFAS Camden, Inc. 
ABN 49 917 925 347      

                                                                                                      Member of the Association of ADFAS   (Group Associate Member of TAS) 

NEWSLETTER       
 

  
      From the chair 

 

 
Dear Members and Friends,  

Thank you to all who attended our Annual General Meeting on 23rd 
November.  For those who were unable to come along on the day, 
my annual report is printed later in this newsletter and, yes, you 
have me as Chairman for one more year.      

Gaylene Feld, Linda Inglis and Pamela Hartley, accepted nomina-
tions again for Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer respectively and 
Paul Gregson, Colin Howie, Linda Kable, Robert Wheeler and Susan Zamudio are all 
continuing in Committee Member positions for 2020.  I sincerely thank them all for their 
continued support.      

I am pleased to announce that Gay Wilson and Judy Vermeulen accepted nominations for 
committee again and Jeanette Testoni also accepted a nomination and the three were all 
voted in as Committee Members at the AGM.  This left us with two casual vacancies 
which have since been filled by members, Jo Wong and Cliff Reece who were invited by 
Executive to join our committee.  So, welcome back to Gay and Judy and welcome for the 
first time to Jeanette, Jo and Cliff.  I hope you will all enjoy your time on committee.    

Peter Claxton retired from committee after 16 years where he involved himself in every 
facet of ADFAS life.  His development of our newsletter over the past 10 years is nothing 
short of magnificent.  Peter’s IT expertise has been invaluable and his corporate 
knowledge is irreplaceable.  There are simply not enough superlatives to describe Peter.   
Peter leaves an indelible imprint on ADFAS Camden and, on behalf of the Committee, I 
thank him most sincerely not only for the work he has done but also for the support and 
sage advice he has given me and all the chairmen and committees he has worked with.    

Knowing Peter’s love of poetry I thought I should pen an Ode to Peter Claxton.  On looking up the Macquarie Dictionary defi-
nition of “Ode” as “a lyric poem typically of elaborate or irregular metrical form and expressive of exalted emotion” I realised I 
was totally out of my depth.  My pathetic offering of Owed to Peter Claxton covers it all.   We owe a great debt to Peter for 
the legacy of his brochures, program booklets, newsletters, posters, booking forms, etc etc.   Fortunately, although no longer 
on committee, he has agreed to continue with our newsletters into 2020 until we can find another editor.  Thank you, Peter.      

On behalf of all our committee, I wish you a happy, healthy and safe Christmas/New Year and we look forward to seeing you 
all in 2020.        

Sincerely,              Carla 

                                         Carla Hill, Chairman 
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Chairman’s Report 
AGM   2019 

It’s difficult to believe that my second year in the chair is 
almost over.   I hope you will all agree that we have, once 
again, enjoyed another broad range of topics across the 
spectrum of decorative & fine arts.    

Our second year on Flinders Circuit was not without its 
issues.  I was on holiday overseas when a call came 
through from the Lecturers’ Committee Liaison asking 
would we consider changing our position on the circuit in 
2020 & 2021.   We were asked to change from the last 
society on the circuit to a middle position.   The committee 
had to weigh up the pros & cons very quickly and thank 
you to Gaylene, Linda & Pam who guided committee into 
staying with our last position on the circuit.  We had al-
ready booked our 2020 dates with Carrington and it was 
agreed that a middle position on the circuit would be of no 
benefit to us at all.       

This year was the first year that Perth had been added to 
the beginning of our circuit.  This of course meant adding 
an extra 2 days to the length of the circuit.   Some lectur-
ers found the length of the circuit a bit tiring but all in all 
the quality of the lectures delivered was not affected.      

Three of our overseas lecturers chose to stay in Sydney 
this year and travelled out to us for the Saturday lecture.  
Pam Hartley home hosted Sue Rollin and her husband in 
August, Anthony Russell in September and our June Aus-
tralian lecturer, Jenny Bowker.   Thank you to Pam for 
home hosting as this really helps our bottom line.   

Our largest attendance at a lecture this year was for our 
own, Dr Rodna Siebels who entertained us with a recent 
addition to her topic list – Description de L’Egypte: Napo-
leon in Egypt 1798-1801.  We were also very pleased at 
the attendance at both Special Interest evenings.  These 
evenings always add an extra dimension to our program 
and it is pleasing to see them well attended, which puts a 
smile on treasurer Pam’s face.   

Our Young Arts Programme continues to flourish with 
Fisher’s Ghost Youth Orchestra performing the Camden 
Kiddies’ Concert in the Ferguson Gallery and the Marjorie 
Baker Youth Award in conjunction with Camden Art Prize 
both benefitting.   Thank you to Linda Inglis who presented 
this year’s Marjorie Baker Youth Award winner, Jade 
Stein, with her prize money in my absence.   I commend 
you to the Young Arts Report in the November newsletter. 

Our Church Recording on St Paul’s Anglican Church, 
Cobbitty is creating continued interest with the Hassall 
medicine chest having repairs carried out to some of its 
frailer parts.  I commend to you Patricia Johnston’s report 
in the November newsletter.     

In March and September I represented Camden at ADFAS 
National conferences in Sydney.  I previously reported that 

Artlife magazine had its last publication this year due to 
the expense involved and the current Executive are now 
looking into developing an updated Strategic Plan for the 
future growth and prosperity of our organization.  A similar 
document was created in 2005, entitled ‘Towards 2010’.  
With 2020 looming, it would certainly seem time to update 
our strategies.  I look forward to the paper to be presented 
at the 2020 March Conference. 

I sincerely thank all committee members for their contin-
ued support throughout the year.   I also sincerely thank 
those past committee members who we have called on 
during the year whilst current committee members have 
been away.   Ray Herbert, Ian McKenzie and Gay Wilson 
have all happily taken on duties when asked.  Your hard-
working committee makes it possible for you to enjoy all 
our lectures.  Peter Claxton is retiring after 16 years on 
committee.   Peter has been a valued committee member 
who has created for us a wonderful legacy of his posters, 
pamphlets, name tags, newsletters, booking forms for var-
ious events, the list goes on and on.  More about Peter 
later.          

Sincere thanks to you, our members, for your continued 
support too, as without your membership, raffle support 
and visitors you bring along, we simply could not exist.  If 
you read my 2018 report you will know that I finished with 
this exact same sentence and I’m sure I will finish next 
year’s with it as well.  It is absolutely true that your support 
is imperative to our existence, so keep coming and invite 
friends and family to join us too.             

Carla Hill 
Chairman, ADFAS Camden    

 

 

Gaylene Feld and Gay Wilson with the ‘Goodies’ on the reception desk 
at the AGM 
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Committee 2020 
Chairman: Carla Hill 

m: 0439 807 628; e: carlamhill@bigpond.com 
Vice Chairman:  Gaylene Feld 

m: 0417 659 587; e: gjfeld@bigpond.com 
Treasurer: Pamela Hartley 

m: 0412 311 194; e: hartraff@bigpond.com.au 

Secretary: Linda Inglis  
m: 0428 825 386; e: linda.inglis@westnet.com.au  

Membership  Susan Zamudio 
Secretary:  m: 0499 636 885; e: scherbs@bigpond.com 

Committee: Paul Gregson 
p: 4647 9368; e: vicgregson@gmail.com   

Colin Howie 
m: 0419 248 565; e: howiecolin19@gmail.com 

Linda Kable 
m: 0413 224 601; e: lkable@dodo.com.au 

Cliff Reece 
m: 0412 508 860; e: creece@acenet.com 
Jeanette Testoni 
m: 0427 580 458; 
e: jeanettetestoni@bigpond.com 
Judy Vermeulen 
p: 4655 1045; e: judyvermeulen@bigpond.com 

Robert Wheeler 
p: 4658 0008;  e: r.m.wheeler@bigpond.com 

Gay Wilson 
m: 0413 591 043;  e: tocalong@bigpond.net.au 

Jo Wong 
m: 0488 877 888;  e: jo88877888@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Programme 2020 

March 13 
Special Interest  

ALPHONSE MUCHA & the CREATIVE 
PROCESS - Charles Harris  (T.A.S.) 

March 14 
     Lecture 

ROMANCING the RAILS: British Railway 
Posters - Charles Harris  (T.A.S.) 

April 18 
Lecture  

WORLD TRADE ROUTES DEFINE the MAP: 
Our Story– Prof. Robert Clancy (Aust) 

May 30 
Lecture 

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE: Letters & Dia-
ries – Karin Fernald (T.A.S.) 

June 27 
Lecture 

The LIFECYCLE of the ARTIST in RENAIS-
SANCE FLORENCE – Dr Kathleen Olive (Aust) 

July 31 
Special Interest 

The ROAD to SHAKESPEARE (800AD – 1616) 
Giles Ramsay (T.A.S.)   

August 1 
       Lecture 

IBSEN, STRINDBERG & CHEKOV, THE 
TRINITY – Giles Ramsay (T.A.S.)   

August 29 
Lecture 

OFFENBACH – The KING of OPERETTA 
Ian Gledhill  (T.A.S.) 

September 26 
Lecture  

The REAL DA VINCI CODE  
Brian Healey  (T.A.S.) 

October 24 
Lecture 

RUBY: PASSION & DESIRE 
Patricia Law (T.A.S.) 

November 21 AGM and CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON  
Ferguson Gallery, Camden Civic Centre 

Scenes from the AGM & Christmas 
Function 

 

 

Above:  
Attendance at the 
AGM 

 
 
Right 
Peter Hennings 
and Harry Stait 
Gardner solving 
the world’s prob-
lems 
 
 
 
Below: 
Display of the 
Archives at the 
AGM 
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From the EDITOR 

 This is the last edition of our Newsletter for 
2019 and was to be my last as editor.  
However, having just reached the ripe old 
age of 80 it has finally dawned on me that 
retiring is not achieved easily. I have 
been attempting to retire from various 

activities over the past ten to fifteen years and so far my 
only success has been to finally retire from the ADFAS 
Camden Committee…..but as you have already read in 
the chairman’s note on the front page I have agreed to 
continue in my publishing roles for a few months into 2020 
until a new editor is ready to take control. 

Retirement or impending retirement has provided me with 
cause to reflect on the past decade. I was given a pretty 
free hand in setting up the Newsletter in late 2009 and we 
hadn’t really decided then how frequently it should be is-
sued or how long it should be, or even what its content 
should be. However it was agreed that to be useful as a 
means of communication it should be issued at least 6 
times each year and be the main vehicle to bring relevant 
Association news to our membership. Since then it has 
evolved to also now serve a number of other purposes. 

So it is timely that recognition be given to the many mem-
bers who have contributed to the success of our Newslet-
ter over that period. To that end, in imitation of KO-KO, the 
Lord High Executioner in Gilbert & Sullivan’s Mikado, ’I’ve 
got a little list’ and in fact it is quite a bit longer than I antic-
ipated when I started going through the archived copies of 
the Newsletter a few days ago. 

Beginning to compile any document is daunting if you start 
by staring at a blank sheet of paper or computer screen so 
I thought if I could entice the Chairman of the time to pro-
vide a regular news article for page 1, I would have the 
encouragement I needed to begin to fill in the next few 
pages. I suspect I ‘forgot’ to remind Nola that this was go-
ing to be a monthly request!  

So the first names on my 
not-so-little list are our 
chairmen from 2010 to 
2019 – Nola Tegel, 
Pamela Hartley, Gay 
Wilson and Carla Hill. 
These four ladies have 
promptly and very gra-
ciously provided me 
(each month) with the 
front page article titled 
‘From the Chair’ and 
have never chided me 
for increasing the fre-
quency of publication of 
the Newsletter to ten to 

twelve times per year. I thank them for their contributions, 
diligence and forbearance as I occasionally wielded the 
editorial red pen. 

Having navigated the first page, the next task was to con-
vince other members of committee to supply regular news 
items relating to their portfolios. So were born ‘Member-
ship Matters’, ‘Church Recording’, ’Young Arts’ and ‘Trips 
and Travel’, in some cases under various titles. These ar-
ticles by and large filled up the next couple of pages and I 
would like to thank the following people who have provid-
ed regular news updates in these areas: Hugh Davies, Ian 
McKenzie and Susan Zamudio (Membership); Patricia 
Johnston (Church Recording); Carla Hill and Pamela Hart-
ley (Young Arts and Trips & Travel).  

These regular contributions left me with another two or 
three pages to fill and over the decade, to my great de-
light, a number of members have put pen to paper and 
contributed some very interesting articles on a wide range 
of subjects, from cave art in Northern Australia to stave 
churches in Norway and the Roman influence on the 
standard rail gauge. I have been extremely grateful for 
their input and I trust you as a reader have enjoyed their 
contributions as much as I have.  

The list of these contributors is quite long, and in alphabet-
ical order rather than an indication of their frequency of 
contribution, but I owe all of them an equally heartfelt 
thankyou: They are: Carla Hill, Pauline Downing, Paul 
Gregson, Pamela Hartley, Ray & Andrea Herbert, Ken 
Hughes, Patricia Johnston, Trevar Langlands, Rodna 
Siebels, Nola Tegel, Julie Warrand, Robert Wheeler (pho-
tos), Brigitte Wilkinson and Gay Wilson – and I hope I ha-
ven’t overlooked anyone.. 

I hope too, that members will continue to provide contribu-
tions to our Newsletter as you have over the past decade, 
with a few more of you putting pen to paper – or fingers to 
the keyboard – to share your knowledge or experiences 
with the rest of us.  

And to conclude this note I would like to reiterate remarks I 
made at the AGM regarding my time on the committee. 
For me it was a very enjoyable and rewarding experience 
and in retrospect hardly seems as if it spanned 16 years. 
Peter Hennings will remember, I am sure, the trials and 
tribulations in our early 
years of setting up a 
35mm projector on 
books and anything we 
could find to get it to the 
right height – and then 
have a slide jammed in 
the carousel halfway 
through a presentation.  

And then we moved to the Undercroft at the Civic Centre 
with its low ceiling and had a different problem to deal with 
as people in the back rows could not see the bottom half 
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of the screen. We managed to at least partially solve that 
problem by eventually convincing the council to raise a 
portion of the ceiling by 30 cm or so to enable us to lift the 
screen higher. By this time Ray Herbert had stepped into 
the breach and the two of us greatly appreciated the even-
tual change to electronic presentations, although we still 
had our occasional problems with microphones or cabling.  

Our next move was to Narellan Library which was a fairly 
good venue, except for the paint on the seats left over 
from the art classes held earlier in the day. When we 
moved to Carrington, Clive Pickup provided a lot of very 
valuable assistance and it was a sad day when he passed 
away. Colin Howie is now our set-up and IT guru and I 
have greatly appreciated his skills and enjoyed working 
with him over the past couple of years.  

Having succeeded in filling an entire page I would now like 
to finally close by wishing ADFAS Camden every success 
in the future – and all of you: 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
and 

 an enjoyable and prosperous 
NEW YEAR. 

Peter Claxton, 
Editor 

 

An event occurred in the past few days that also set me 
reflecting on the past. All of you would have heard in one 
way or another of the death of that well-known expat and 
TV personality, Clive James. He and I were in the OC 
class at Hurstville Primary School in 1950/51 and we both 
went to Sydney Technical High School in 1952, complet-
ing the old Leaving Certificate in 1956. After that we both 
went to Sydney University where our paths diverged. 

The day after Clive’s death was announced I received a 
phone call from one of my high school friends who was 
being chased by the ABC for an interview with someone 
who had been in the same class as Clive at high school. 
Clive and I were in different classes for the first three 
years, but I made the comment that we had been very 
good friends for a couple of years in primary school. That 
comment resulted in a live phone interview with Chris Bath 
whose theme for that evening’s program was ‘memories of 
people who were at school with famous people’. 

Having a couple of hours before the phone hook-up, I got 
out my old school journals etc. to try and piece together 
my relationship with, and memories of, Clive over those 
school years, some 65-70 years ago. Although my recall is 
that he and I were very good friends at primary school, I 

could remember very little about him that really stood out – 
he was just one of the boys in the class. He performed, as 
did I, in the middle of the class, and did not show evidence 
of academic brilliance.  

Clive’s Christian name was originally Vivian but apparently 
he thought that this had too strong a female connotation, 
so he convinced his mother to legally change his name to 
Clive. Once this fact was discovered, young boys being 
the empathetic creatures they are, he was nicknamed ‘Viv’ 
and ‘Viv’ he remained through those two years at 
Hurstville and into high school. Actually I think he was 
quite happy with the nickname as it was a sign of ac-
ceptance into the ‘group’.    

He was very interested in aeroplanes and war stories and 
an avid reader of Biggles books (by WE Johns) and his 
written compositions were probably the only indication of 
his outstanding ability as a wordsmith that became so ob-
vious in later years.  

Each week in sixth class we had to write a composition – a 
short essay – and to make it more interesting our teacher, 
Mr Lennon, decided that for the next six weeks our com-
positions should form chapters of a longer story. Most of 
us had little idea (at 11-12 years of age) as to how to go 
about this, but Viv immediately decided that he would 
model his story and compositions along the lines of a Big-
gles-type adventure. Given this literary nudge a number of 
us decided to follow suit and at the end of the six weeks 
we all presented our offerings. While most of our efforts 
were pretty pedestrian to be kind to them, Viv’s story was 
really pretty good- even at that age he seemed to know 
how to develop a storyline and carry a plot. 

Then on to high school. Although he had received a 
scholarship to go to Sydney High, he chose to go to Syd-
ney Technical High School – in those days at the other 
end of Moore Park. It has been said that he chose the lat-
ter school because of his interest in aeronautics, but I 
have always suspected a stronger reason was that several 
of his closest friends at Hurstville Primary elected to attend 
Tech High.  

At high school, we drifted apart to some extent as we were 
assigned to different classes. If you read his first book ‘Un-
reliable Memoirs’ and look at the career he forged for him-
self, one would have to agree that he probably went to the 
wrong high school. Tech High was not the place to be for 
someone with Clive’s ultimate interests. The curriculum 
was strongly science and mathematics based with Eng-
lish, Maths 1, Maths 2 and Physics being compulsory sub-
ject for the Leaving Certificate, with a very limited range of 
options for the other two subjects.  

Again, Clive did not stand out academically. He passed 
the Leaving Certificate in all subjects, with an A in English 
and Bs in Maths 1, Maths 2, Applied Maths, Physics and 
Chemistry. He was not of a sporting inclination, nor musi-
cally inclined to the best of my knowledge. He was a 

ON THE DEPARTURE OF A FRIEND 
FROM SCHOOL DAYS 
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school prefect and took part in the interschool debating 
team in final year. He contributed some quite interesting 
and original articles to the school journal in his last three 
years, particularly a well-crafted and amusing critique of 
Play Night 1956. However, he really was just one of the 
boys.  

He found his path in life at university, but by that time we 
had lost contact. Somewhere along the way he had lost 
his enthusiasm for aeronautics and his life now took a to-
tally different direction. He took an Arts degree, joined the 
Sydney Push, and became involved with the Sydney Uni-
versity student journal Honi Soit among other things and 
apparently lived student life to the full.  I had taken studies 
in a faculty where you had to actually attend lectures and 
practical classes Monday to Friday so our paths never 
crossed! 

Towards the end of my interview, Chris asked me how I 
would remember Clive, and that was a difficult question to 
answer. He was a good friend of the past with whom I had 
sadly lost contact and who had now departed this mortal 

coil. I had enjoyed his TV shows and 
laid-back interviews over the years 
and was rather surprised at some of 
his later achievements, particularly 
in linguistics. (He had studied Ger-
man for the first three years at high 

school, but had not continued with it 
to the LC!)  

Perhaps Jill Lummis, who actually heard the interview, 
best summed up my feelings for me:  ‘so many of us of our 
age are feeling another little flicker as another small part of 
our lives disappears’.  

Vale Clive ‘Viv’ James, 1939-2019 
Peter Claxton, 

Editor 

And while still reflecting on the past I would like to end this 
issue with a poem from the book that was very kindly pre-
sented to me at the AGM: 

 

SONG of CHILDHOOD 

Where have the days of my childhood gone --
Time has plundered the years. 
Stolen my gift of golden days; 
Left me with ashes and tears. 
I’ve wandered along the lonely roads; 
Over the paddocks I’ve run… 
Drugged with the summer cicada’s song; 
Drunk with freedom and sun. 

Take me back to a fibro house 
In a suburb carved from the bush. 
Give me an acre of grass to cut 
And a rusty mower to push. 
Give me a summery Saturday 
Just after the war was won, 
With Dad and my uncles drinking beer, 
Sprawled on the grass in the sun. 

They spoke with a curious proud elan; 
Their laughter was careless and free. 
Fresh from the battles against Japan 
They seemed immortal to me. 
But how can an innocent boy discern 
What’s fallible, false or true? 
Their mortal footsteps are faltering now 
And mine are faltering too. 

Bring out the bat and the worn cork ball 
And we’ll bowl at an old wooden case. 
She’ll jump and turn on the asphalt road… 
She’ll come at a lively pace! 
But barefoot, careless and undismayed 
We’ll drive and hammer and glance… 
Now the ball is lost in the tangled years – 
My hands couldn’t hold the chance. 

 
John Dengate 

  From: The book of Australian Popular 
Rhymed Verse;  

Jim Haynes, Ed. ABC Books, 2008 
 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas – and I look forward to 
seeing all of you in the ADFAS 2020 New Year. 

Peter Claxton, Ed 
 

 
Editor 

 
 

 
Honorary Secretary 

Peter Claxton  Linda Inglis 
4655 9781  0428 825 386 
pclaxton8@bigpond.com  linda.inglis@westnet.com.au 
               ADFAS CAMDEN Inc.     .PO Box 146 Camden  NSW  2570  

 


