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Chairman’s Address 
 

            Dear Members, 
Christmas is beginning to sneak up on us already. However, we in ADFAS, can enjoy 
looking back on a fascinating and varied year and, even better, look forward to a 
stimulating 2020. We are starting with that rather mad but brilliant Mitford family, 
and are then moving on to court painters, the history of beds, skyscrapers, creative 
book structures and much more. Aren’t we lucky to have available to us such unique 
lectures?  So, I do hope we will see you all back next year and better still, bringing 
with you a friend who wishes to join us. I just want to make one point. I have 
discovered over my last three years that you often cannot tell by the title or subject 
matter just how riveting a lecture will be. I have heard people say they did not 
attend a lecture because it wasn’t on a subject that particularly appealed to them, 
or members came half-heartedly for the same reason and it then transpired that it 
was a wonderfully interesting talk which was greatly enjoyed by all.  So have faith, 
and just come to all the lectures! 

 

I am happy to say that we are only losing one member from our super Committee at the end of the year. Jane Boaler, 
who has served us dedicatedly for five years, is moving on to be a big wig in the golfing world and she will be much 
missed. 
 

As I have mentioned before, we have had a most rewarding year with our Young Arts Programme and as many of you 
will have heard, I received a lot of very appreciative and charming letters from the recipients. Your financial support 
has been very well spent and you can find satisfaction in knowing you have helped a number of deserving young 
people in their ambitions and endeavours in the arts world. You will see photos of some of them in next year’s 
programme, so thank you again for the part you have played in buying raffle tickets and generously giving donations.  
 

We have put the annual subscription up by the large sum of one dollar to $150 which is a snip, especially as you are 
having an extra lecture again this coming year!   
 

We are arranging another film afternoon of the Royal Ballet, the last one having been such a success.  This time the 
ballet is Sleeping Beauty, so pop the date of Sunday, 23rd February 2020, in your new diaries now.  I guarantee you 
will be enthralled and it is a great opportunity for you to bring young people along to introduce them to one of the 
greatest ballets, performed by a world famous company. 
 

I am reluctantly stepping down at the end of the year having done my three year stint and am confidently handing 
you over to our new Chairman, Dawne Clark - you will be in very good hands.  A change of Chairman keeps the Society 
fresh and stimulated and I know she will bring lots of new ideas to the position.  However, I will be Acting Chairman 
for the first two months until Dawne can take over. 
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I do hope you are all coming to a short and snappy AGM at 6.30pm (note the earlier start) on Monday 2nd  December.  
This will be followed by our Christmas party which will be a little more entertaining this year.  Don’t forget, however, 
that each person should bring a small wrapped Secret Santa gift if you wish to take part in the jolly draw!  We are 
most grateful for all of you who have kindly donated something to our bumper Christmas hamper, it is much 
appreciated.   
 
To those who are unable to come on 2nd December, thank you for the part you have played in supporting our Society 
and helping to make it the warm and happy one it has been over the year and of course I hope you have enjoyed your 
membership and lectures. 
 
Finally, may I just remind you that we would be very grateful if you would pay your 2020 membership no later than 
Monday, 3rd February 2020.  Details of forms of payment are in the new programme which will be available at the 
AGM and will also be emailed to you. 
 
Warm, if early, Christmas wishes and may the coming year be a happy, peaceful and healthy one for you all. 

 
Best wishes. 

 

Audrey Raymond 
Chairman 

 
  
 

 

 
 

Have You Considered Hosting ? 
 
ADFAS Sunshine Coast has a long and very rewarding history of home hosting of our Lecturers. 
 

Many branches use hotels or B & Bs for their Lecturers, but hosting has been our forté ! 
 

We like however to intermittently add to our pool of available hosts, as naturally they sometimes need 
a break, or are unavailable for reasons such as travel, family commitment and illness. 
 

If you have ever thought that you might be in a position to host our Lecturers we would love to hear 
from you.  
Some Lecturers travel alone, others with a spouse or partner and or sometimes with a friend or 
relative. 
 

These are some of the more practical pre-requisites for successful hosting ;- 

 A comfortable and well- appointed bedroom with provision to work on a lap top. 

 A queen -sized bed if travelling with a spouse or partner, or comfortable singles if travelling alone 
or with a friend. 

 2 pillows per person is ideal. 

 Provision to hang some clothing and store luggage.  

 Exclusive use of a bathroom close to the Lecturer's bedroom. 

 Ideally Lecturers need somewhere to sit and relax quietly if they choose, as they are often 
very tired at this point in the Circuit. 

 

Please phone Jill Wood on 0405 940 401 or Libby Whitehill on 0405 709 154  
if you would like to have more information about hosting. 
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Over a Decade of Church Recording 
 

Church Recording is a community project sponsored by ADFAS Sunshine Coast. Covering any denomination, the 
church recording team identifies old or endangered churches, or ones which have a feature of special historical 
importance.  Since a church was often one of the earliest buildings in a settlement it contains documents which give 
important insights into the social history of that area. 
 

The team only record the interior of the church and its contents, divided into categories such as windows, metalwork, 
woodwork and artifacts.  From that Master List, and working in pairs, we begin to describe each item in detail, 
including its position in the church, the dimensions and age of the item, type of design, materials, manufacturing 
technique, inscriptions, donor, as well as taking a photograph of each piece.  There is a set format to follow plus we 
have reference books and experienced recorders to lend a hand. 
 

Ideally the churches are local but the Sunshine Coast team although, apart from our first church, St. Mark’s at Buderim 
recorded in 2006-2008, have had to travel further afield, recording churches as far away as the Brisbane Valley and 
Bathurst Island, 80 kms north of Darwin, where Saint Therese’s entire sanctuary was painted in Tiwi art.  
 

When printed the books are presented to the National Library in Canberra and to the church involved in the recording. 
There is also an ADFAS copy which is kept in the library at the Royal Australian Historical Society in Sydney.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Patricia Conroy, Annette Casey and Linda Zillfleisch presenting the Church Recording to Reverend Sue Wilson 

 
The church recording team’s most recent survey was for Saint Paul’s Anglican Church, Maryborough, which was built 
in 1879 and has just celebrated its 140th anniversary. 
 

For over a year this involved four of us travelling to Maryborough for three days each month, staying in a caravan 
park cabin, and working long days in the church, at times working around meetings and services. Some of the 
difficulties encountered included trying to read brass plaques which, over many years, were cleaned by overly zealous 
polishers; trying to photograph windows in unfavourable lighting conditions, or at impossible angles; describing the 
pews which had so many different designs, and checking textiles where the maker’s name was embroidered white 
on white! 
 

On the plus side there is a plaque and window commemorating the Maryborough born Rev. Philip “Tubby” Clayton 
who founded Toc H in Belgium in 1915, a cross from Oberammergau given by Dame Annabel Rankin, a stained glass 
window signed by William Bustard, and a bomb damage fragment from St. Paul’s Cathedral in London is attached to 
the main altar.  It is also worth mentioning the metal handle on the font cover, which features a most beautiful scroll 
design. 
 

Saint Paul’s is also famous for its four storey brick Bell Tower with a peal of nine bells.  The total structure and bells 
being the gift of a parishioner in memory of his late wife.  
 

It has been a very interesting and rewarding time recording eight churches in all, but, sadly, the current church 
recording team are now hanging up their clipboards! 

Linda Zillfleisch 
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A Literary Quiz 
 

Can you name the authors of these twenty iconic Australian novels ?.... 
 

For the Term of His Natural Life 
 

Robbery Under Arms   

The Man from Snowy River  
 

On Our Selection 
  

My Brilliant Career 
 

We of the Never Never  
 

The Harp in the South   

A Town Like Alice 
 

The Shiralee  
 

Voss  
 

My Brother Jack  
 

Picnic at Hanging Rock  
 

The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith 
 

The Thorn Birds  
 

A Fortunate Life  
 

Cloudstreet  
 

True History of the Kelly Gang  
 

Red Dog  
 

The Secret River   

Carpentaria  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

…. Brain Teaser …. 
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Lecture Reviews  
 

August Lecture 
Gender and the Body : Kept Behind Curtains, the Story of the Nude  -  Leslie Primo 

 
  

Leslie Primo lifted the veil on the subject of nudity throughout  western art 
in his enlightening take on what might be considered a commonplace 
subject. He presented an interesting expose of the artists’ motives in 
depicting the naked body and those who commissioned them. His lecture 
taught that in the world of figurative art, not all is as it seems. Applying his 
expertise and dry humour, Leslie explained why, in the pursuit of 
perfection, the unclad human figure provides an endlessly intriguing 
landscape for symbolism and imagination echoing the attitudes of the era. 

 
  

 

September Lecture 
3000 Years of Ethiopian Art and History  -  Christopher Bradley 
 

Chris Bradley’s outstanding one-hour lecture traced the history and 
culture, art and architecture of Abyssinia now Ethiopia, through 3,000 
years from biblical times to the present day. The topic seemed somewhat 
obscure to this uninformed writer, but mention of the enigmatic Queen of 
Sheba, Sheba being a region in Ethiopia, and her union with King Solomon, 
provided a reference point for the lecture. Not to overlook Haile Selassie, 
Ethiopia’s last ruling emperor said to be descended from their son, Menelik 
who founded the Solomonic dynasty. Haile Selassie was ousted in a 
political coup as recently as 1974. Equally fascinating were the incredible 
rock-cut churches adorned with magnificently colourful frescoes of 
Christian narratives. Surrounded by Muslim states, perhaps surprisingly, 
Ethiopia has retained its centuries-old Christian traditions and beliefs.  
It’s said the ‘real’ Ark of the Covenant, housing the tablets God gave to Moses, resides in one of Ethiopia’s 
30,000 churches. The lecture left us wondering in which of the 30,000 churches would we find the real Ark? 
 

October Lecture 
For the Love of Flowers  -  Marilyn Elm 
 

There’s more to the story of flowers than the colourful palette they provide 
to the green-fingered of our species.  Marilyn presented an interesting 
discourse on how flowers have been used as dynastic emblems, symbols of 
love, virtue and purity in painting, and the most used motif in interior design, 
and indeed in many cultures over the centuries. During the Great Age of 
Discovery, explorers brought home botanical wonders which would become 
commonplace in England and Europe forevermore. For the well-to-do 
Victorians collecting floral exotica for domestic gardens became a favourite 

pastime. The increasing wealth of the rising middle classes following the Industrial Revolution boosted the 
interest in gardens as homeowners were able to afford larger holdings. The iconic English Country Garden has 
been emulated throughout the modern world. The wonderful array of floral illustrations in Marilyn Elm’s 
lecture has inspired me to create my own work of art in my gardens. 

 

Artison 

 
 

Leslie Primo with host John Hamilton 

Christopher Bradley with hosts 
Gloria and Peter Roche 
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Upcoming Lectures for 2020  
 

Monday 17th February : Those Mitford Girls! - Susannah Fullerton 
The aristocratic Mitford sisters were writers and socialites, biographers and 
essayists. Jessica, who wrote Hons and Rebels and The American Way of Death, 
was a communist and human rights activist. Unity sympathised with the Nazis 
and worshipped Hitler. Nancy’s Love in a Cold Climate characters had a reckless 
upper-class Bohemianism and was determined to find life amusing at all costs. 
Diana became the most hated woman in Britain during World War II. Debo 
became a Duchess and not to be overlooked, Pamela, who once bought a stove 

to match the colour of her eyes. Susannah Fullerton looks at the lives and works of these unconventional sisters.  
 
Monday 9th March : Desert Island Antiques - Paul Atterbury 
During his long and varied career in the world of art and antiques, Paul Atterbury, 
collector, writer, lecturer, exhibition curator and broadcaster, has been an expert on BBC 
Television’s Antiques Roadshow for 29 years. He has owned, handled, written and talked 
about tens of thousands of objects. If he were suddenly to be cast away alone on a desert 
island, which eight objects would he take with him? In his choice, Paul reveals much 
about his life, his experiences, his memories, his passions, his opinions, his Antiques 
Roadshow adventures and much else besides, while offering a special insight into the 
world of art, antiques and collecting.  
 
Monday 20th April : Touching the Sky - The Invention of the Skyscraper - Dr Matthew Laing 

From their humble origins, skyscrapers are the architectural symbol of the 20th century and 
a genuine turning-point in the long and complex histories of cities, life and work. Yet the 
skyscraper did not happen overnight. It was the culmination of many forces - economic, 
industrial, technological and architectural. This lecture tells the story of the first half-century 
of the skyscraper era, from the 1890s to the crowning achievements of the Chrysler Building 
in the 1930s and the Seagram Building of the 1950s. It will explore the unique conditions that 
led to their development (and enduring popularity) in the United States, and the key 
visionaries who made them possible. 

 
Monday 25th May : Lost in Rules - Court Painters, Official Style and Fake News - Nirvana Romell 
Some of the greatest European painters often juggled two seemingly similar careers: running 
their own art workshops and working as court painters. While one allowed relative freedom of 
expression and innovation, the other imposed strict court rules on the artist’s creativity. In this 
lecture, Ms Romell briefly explains the history of the official style which still impacts today’s 
images, and then looks at how great masters like Holbein, Rubens and Velasquez had to curtail 
their creativity to fit within the prescribed courtly style of their period. 
 

Monday 29th June : Contemporary Textile Arts in Egypt - from the Tentmaker’s Khan to the City of the Dead   
Jennifer Bowker  In this lecture, Jenny explores contemporary textile arts from all over Egypt. 
Her presentation covers The Tentmakers of Cairo who stitch appliqué hangings and the 
groundbreaking work of the Wissa Wassef tapestry school. She discusses amazing patchwork 
projects with the wives and daughters of the garbage collectors of the huge city of Cairo, as 
well as embroiderers of Upper Egypt who sew their stories into fabric.  The lecture extends to 
silk dyers in the dyeing khans, and how this silk is used for tassels for curtain making or spun by 
spinners in the long alleys of the City of the Dead. 
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Future Lectures – continued 
 

Monday 20th July : Summer Palaces of the Tsars - Dr Alexey Makhrov 
The royal estates in St Petersburg’s environs not only impress with their splendour 
but also give fascinating insights into the private life of the Romanovs. During the 18th 
century, inhospitable terrain was transformed into idyllic locations in Oranienbaum, 
Peterhof, Strelna, Gatchina, Tsarskoe Selo and Pavlovsk. Peter the Great, daughter 
Elisabeth, Catherine the Great and their successors spared no expense in building and 
decorating palaces, villas and gardens. During World War II most of the estates were 
heavily damaged but have since been lovingly restored. The lecture represents the palaces and gardens in the 
environs of St Petersburg and gives an account of their past and present. 
 
Monday 24th August : John Peter Russell - Australian Artist and Friend of the Impressionists - Lucrezia Walker   

Impressionist painter, Claude Monet, rated the work of fellow artist, Australian John 
Peter Russell highly, and Matisse claims that Russell had taught him everything he 
knew about colour. Sculptor Rodin believed that in the future, Russell would be as 
famous as himself, Monet and Renoir. This did not turn out to be the case. However, 
during their lifetimes Russell was more successful than the unknown van Gogh. What 
reversed this situation? How do artists become famous? His extraordinary story rarely 
told, is of a life devoted to adventure, love, tragedy and art and is one worth telling. 

 
Monday 21st September : And so, to bed … The History of the Bed - Janusz Karczewski-Slowikowski 
This lecture traces the significance and use of beds from the medieval period through to 
the 18th century in terms of both their association with the highest level of society as 
expressed through the great ‘State Beds’ and also the history of their construction. The 
significance of beds through the ages can be judged by the prominence given to them in 
wills and inventories: Shakespeare, in his will, left his wife Anne ‘my second-best bed’ 
and modern-day audiences may be surprised to learn that in times gone by, married or 
single, rich or poor, one never slept alone. 
 
Monday 19th October : The Book as Art - Form and Function in Creative Book Structures - Dominic Riley 

 This lecture illustrates the potential of the book as a three-dimensional object, from 
pop-ups, hidden fore-edge paintings and peep-show books, to books with hidden 
compartments and intriguing surprises. Whatever the reason for the creation of these 
unusual books, playfulness and humour is always a guiding principle. Dominic Riley will 
show work from his favourite book artists, including examples of experimental book 
structures he has collected and some he has made himself as part of his interest in this 
creative genre. Seen together they represent over two hundred years of questioning 
the notion of "what is a book?" 

 
 
 

An Upcoming Event For Your Diaries 
 

Because of our warmly received fundraising film of the Royal Ballet’s production of Romeo and Juliet, we will  
be holding a similar event on Sunday 23rd February, showing the Royal Ballet’s production of Sleeping Beauty. 

Be sure to put that date in your diaries now and further details will be posted nearer the appointed time. 
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Text Box 
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 Christmas Party  
Monday 2nd December @ 6.30 pm 

 
The Chairman and Committee cordially invite all ADFAS Sunshine Coast members to our annual seasonal bash at Matthew 

Flinders Anglican College. 
 

This is scheduled to take place immediately after the AGM, (which will be short and succinct), before drinks and refreshments 
will be served in an atmosphere of festive cheer, with some amusing additions which will test your general knowledge, plus a 

raffle offering a cornucopia of Christmas fare. 
 

You will be most welcome, so please come and join us at this end of year celebration. 

 

    Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Society 
    Sunshine Coast 
    ABN:  91 792 901 750 
    Postal address: PO Box 1592, Buderim Qld 4556 
    Email: sunshinecoast@adfas.org.au 
 

    Chairman :  
                    Audrey Raymond  : Ph  5456 2012 
    Membership Secretary :  
                                 Brian Smith  : Ph 5445 4439 

Disclaimer: The information presented in this newsletter is based 
on information provided by the members and friends of ADFAS 
Sunshine Coast, every care has been taken to trace and 
acknowledge copyright. The publisher tenders its apology for any 
accidental infringements. The editor and volunteers involved in the 
production of this newsletter do not accept any liability for any 
errors or omissions in the content of the newsletter.  

 

Dennis Panchaud - Newsletter Editor 2019 

 

Check your answers!... Did you get them all ? 
  

The authors (and original dates of publication) are listed below… 
 

For the Term of His Natural Life  :  Marcus Clarke (1872) 
Robbery Under Arms  :  Rolf Boldrewood (1888) 

The Man from Snowy River  :  A.B.'Banjo' Paterson (1890) 
On Our Selection  :  Steele Rudd (1899) 

My Brilliant Career  :  Miles Franklin (1901) 
We of the Never Never  :  Mrs Aeneas Gunn (1908) 

The Harp in the South  :  Ruth Park (1948) 
A Town Like Alice  :  Neville Shute (1950) 

The Shiralee  :  Darcy Niland (1955) 
Voss  :  Patrick White (1957) 

My Brother Jack  :  George Johnston (1964) 
Picnic at Hanging Rock  :  Joan Lindsay (1967) 

The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith  :  Thomas Keneally (1972) 
The Thorn Birds  :  Colleen McCullough (1977) 

A Fortunate Life  :  A.B.Facey (1981) 
Cloudstreet  :  Tim Winton (1991) 

True History of the Kelly Gang  :  Peter Carey (2000) 
Red Dog  :  Louis de Bernieres (2001) 

The Secret River  :  Kate Grenville (2005) 
Carpentaria  :  Alexis Wright (2006) 

 

Brain Teaser 
 

5 + 1 x 10 = 60 
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