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Chairman’s Address 
 

Normality is a paved road: it is comfortable to walk, but no flowers grow on it. – Vincent Van Gogh 
 

Dear Members 
 

Before I write this Chairman’s Address I spend hours and have great fun, looking for 
quotations, which I love. I just had to include the one above, which appeals to me 
because it reminds me that to be normal, that is to say not a little quirky or a bit crazy is 
just boring. 
 

What a stimulating variety of subjects we have had presented to us this year, and so it 
will continue for the next three months with nudes, Ethiopian art and history and finally, 
flowers. 
 

As most of you will know, we have been very active with the Young Arts Programme this 
year and I am happy to be able to tell you we are helping eight schools and organisations, 

who this year we encouraged to approach us in the first instance.  This brought forth a number of applications to all 
of whom we were able to contribute some financial help.  We have received very warming letters of appreciation for 
our financial support to a variety of deserving students who will greatly benefit from our help. So again I thank those 
of you who have contributed most generously by donations or buying raffle tickets. 
 

I said in my last message in April that I hoped that I could arrange an excursion, but for various reasons that has not 
eventuated.  Instead we have organised a visit to the cinema to see the live performance of the Royal Ballet’s 
production of 'Romeo & Juliet' filmed directly from Covent Garden.   Over 60 members and friends will be attending 
and we have taken a function room for us all to gather in before the showing and during the two intervals.  I am sure 
we will all be transported by this superb production.    
 

I am so relieved and delighted that we have a Chairman for next year to take over from me, Dawne Clarke, who is 
currently our Treasurer, and you will be in very good hands. I will be holding the fort until Dawne can take over on 1st 
April, which actually I am very happy to do as I will greatly miss my Chairmanship of ADFAS Sunshine Cost, it has been 
a joyous and fascinating experience.   
 

Thank you all for helping to make our evenings most enjoyable and don’t forget our AGM and Christmas party at 
6.30pm on Monday 2nd December.  I assure you the AGM part will be kept as short as possible as we will all be wanting 
to get on with the party. Do do your best to come, as it would be lovely to have a full house to end the year. 
 

Best wishes. 
 

Audrey Raymond 
Chairman 
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Lecture Reviews  
 

May Lecture 
Fiesta! Festivals in Modern Mexico  -  Chloe Sayer 
  

What better way to learn about the history and culture of exotic Mexico than through the 
array of traditional national festivals which survive today? Using vibrant images, Chloe 
Sayer presented an interesting exposé of Mexican culture and arts through the most 
important festivals in modern Mexico where colour and pattern, music and noise, dancing 
and celebration express joie de vivre. It may seem paradoxical that Mexico’s most famous 
festival is The Day of the Dead. Masks made from sugar confectionary in the form of skulls 
are worn and family graveside visits prevail, however, it is not about death, but is a 
celebration of life, and a reunion of the living and the spirits of loved ones passed away. 
Rather than demonstrate a clash of cultures resulting from the invasion of Mexico by the 
strongly Roman Catholic Spanish conquistadors and missionaries in the early 16th century, 
these festivals reveal a spectacular blend of indigenous and Roman Catholic traditions. 

Chloe explained that the weight of everyday life in modern Mexico was lightened by the many high-spirited festivals 
they keep alive. 
  

June Lecture 
Learn the Lines and Don’t Fall Over The Furniture!  -  Robert Ketton 
 

Prior to hearing this lecture, some may have thought that Noel Coward’s advice to a 
budding actor (see the title of the lecture) was about right, that acting is simply about a 
good memory, a loud voice and the confidence to perform in public. However, after Robert 
Ketton’s entertaining and informative lecture, it is clear that there is much more to acting 
than meets the eye. In fact, it takes at least three years to train an actor, and probably much 
longer. Crucial to the art of acting is the ability to be a very astute observer of people and 
their body language, from facial expressions, hand movements and posture to ways of 
walking and moving. To illustrate this, Robert entertained us with an amusing performance 
of 'the seven stages of man'. His impressive and poignant enactments of excerpts from 
Shakespeare’s As You like It (All the world’s a stage) and Romeo and Juliet were further 
evidence of his talent and experience in the world of performing arts. 
 

July Lecture 
The Honourable East India Company : Chinese Export & Chinoiserie  -  Vivienne Lawes 
 

This fascinating lecture was packed with interesting information about the 
history of world trade up until the 19th century. Trade between communities, 
countries and continents has provided the dynamic for the development of 
ideas, technology and artistry throughout the ages. Viv Lawes began this 'history 
lesson' with the Silk Road, the vehicle for overland trade between the East and 
West until sea routes were opened up during the 15th century. The British East 
India Company was created at the end of 1600 and facilitated a profound 
exchange of ideas and merchandise between India and China until the 1800s. 
Textiles, painted silks, furniture and porcelain, spices and tea were transported 
to accommodate markets in Europe. Viv Lawes explained how the production of 

chintz, now thought to be an English invention, grew out of Indian textile design.  English furniture, notably that of 
English designer Thomas Chippendale, was strongly influenced by Chinese design. The valuable samples of silk 
embroidery and other authentic artifacts that Vivienne brought along made this a lecture to remember. 

 

Artison 
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Arts Quiz 
 

This quiz features animals from a number of reasonably well-known paintings. 
 

  Can you identify the famous artist in each case ? 
 

 
 

If you need a bit of help, the featured artists are,  
1 Frenchman, 1 Mexican, 1 Netherlander, 2 Australians, 2 Germans, 2 Spaniards and 3 Englishmen. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

…. Brain Teasers for the Mathematically Minded …. 
 

 

 
 

 

In a group of 40 children, aged 9 and 10, there are 50% 
more girls than boys. The same number of boys are 
aged 9 as there are boys aged 10. There are a quarter 
more girls aged 9 than there are boys of that age. 
 

How many children in the group are aged 10 ? 

 

A haulage business invested in a fleet of new lorries of four 
different types;- with 4 wheels, 6 wheels, 8 wheels or 12 
wheels. There are an equal number of 4, 6 and 8 wheel lorries, 
but ten fewer 12 wheel vehicles than any of the other types. 
 

If the total number of wheels is 630, how many of each type of 
lorry are there ? 
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USC Art Gallery : Current Exhibition  
 

 
 
Experimenta Make Sense: International Triennial of Media Art  
Friday 12 July - Saturday 7 September 
 

This is an exhibition that expresses the disconcerting and delightful world of the digital age. 
 

Both playful and challenging, each artwork asks audiences to immerse their senses into a ‘thinking’, ‘feeling’ and 
‘doing’ contemplation of what it is to be human in the digital age of technological acceleration. Biologist E.O. 
Wilson believes ‘the real problem of humanity is the following: we have Paleolithic emotions; medieval 
institutions; and god-like technology.’ 
 

Curated by Jonathan Parsons and Lubi Thomas, Experimenta Make Sense features over 20 leading international 
and Australian artists who engage directly with this conundrum. 
 

Presented as part of Horizon Festival 2019. 

 

 

In my shoes: Intimacy  
Friday 23 August - Monday 26 August 
Thursday 29 August - Sunday 1 September 
30 minute sessions from 10:30am until 2.30pm 
 

A 360-degree virtual reality experience that explores the power of human connection. 
 

Put aside your inhibitions, sit down with another person and look into their eyes. Let these strangers guide you 
through their impromptu, unconventional and intense moments of intimacy through virtual reality. 
 

In my shoes: Intimacy is a first-person documentary by immersive-theatre creator Jane Gauntlett that tells the 
stories of two strangers, two comrades and two lovers. It explores the importance of intimacy in survival, 
relationships and sexuality from a first-person perspective. In my shoes is an ever-expanding collection of first-
person, documentary-style interactive performances, which guide participants through the beautiful, the 
challenging, the mundane and the surreal aspects of being human. 
 

Presented by Jane Gauntlett and Experimenta as part of Horizon Festival 2019.  
 

BOOK NOW 

 
 
 

https://horizon-premier.eventfinda.com.au/2019/experiemnta-in-my-shoes-intimacy/sunshine-coast/sippy-downs/tickets
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Upcoming ADFAS Sunshine Coast Lectures  

 
Monday 26th August : Gender and the Body ; Kept Behind Curtains: The Story of the Nude - Leslie Primo 
The nude is still seen, and indeed has been seen for many centuries, as the pinnacle of creative artistic 
perfection. Throughout the history of art, the notion of the perfect body and consequently gender, has 
been constantly reshaped and redefined. This lecture looks at the continuing fascination with 
representation of the body in sculpture and in painting across the ages encompassing iconic works by 
Botticelli, Titian, Bernini, Degas, Renoir and Velázquez. Who were the patrons behind these images and 
why did they commission nudes? The lecture examines signs and symbols hidden within these seemingly 
enigmatic images of perfection. 
 

Monday 23rd September : Abyssinia ; 3000 Years of Ethiopian Art and History - Christopher Bradley 
In a series of vibrant images, the ‘Kebra Nagast’ holy book tells us of the union of the Queen 
of Sheba and King Solomon and how their son Menelik founded the Solomonic dynasty of 
which Haile Selassie was the last ruling emperor. This lecture discusses how Ethiopia retains 
many of its ancient traditions, such as gold and silver treasures often kept in small treasuries 
near the 30,000 churches. Frescoes and murals bring churches to life. 3,000 varieties of 
Oriental Orthodox crosses are paraded each year at ‘Timkat’, Ethiopian Epiphany. The most 
spectacular structures are the incredible rock-cut churches of Lalibela, the fabled castles of 
Gondar and then there is the Ark of the Covenant. 

 

Monday 21st October : For the Love of Flowers - Marilyn Elm 
Flowers with their infinite variety of perfume, colour and form have always provided joy for the human 
soul and inspiration for art and design over the centuries. Flowers feature in pagan and Christian rituals. 
The perfumed varieties were highly valued by medieval and Tudor gardeners. In 17th century Holland 
‘Tulip Mania’ overwhelmed the country. The Victorians collected flowery exotica from all corners of the 
world in search of the rare and unusual. Plant and flower forms were used in design, especially Art 
Nouveau. This lecture is an exploration of our relationship with flowers. Are they statements of fashion 
or status or simply expressions of beauty to be enjoyed? 
 

 
 

 
 

       Margaret Olley  :  A Generous Life 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOMA | GALLERY 1.1 THE FAIRFAX GALLERY, GOMA FOYER | FREE 
15 June – 13 October 2019 

 

'A Generous Life’ examines the legacy and influence of much-loved Australian artist, Margaret Olley (1923–2011) 
who spent a formative part of her career in Brisbane. A charismatic character, she exerted a lasting impact on 
many artists as a mentor and friend and was also a muse for artists including William Dobell and Jeffrey Smart. 
The exhibition will profile a life that was immersed in art – her own and those she supported. 
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The Big Pineapple 

 

The Big Pineapple is a famous national icon located on 
Queensland’s Sunshine Coast, a two-level 16 metre high 
fibreglass pineapple structure, with a viewing gallery at 
the top, which opened in August 1971.  

 
It was built to celebrate the Sunshine Plantation, which 
was at the centre of what used to be a large pineapple 
growing area. Now one of the most popular tourist 
attractions in Australia the Big Pineapple was added to 
the Queensland Heritage Register in March 2009.  
 

In addition to this huge iconic structure, there is a 
visitor centre and the ever popular heritage-listed 
Pineapple Train, which runs every half-hour, allowing 
visitors to enjoy a journey through  the lush  terrain 
of  the  Big Pineapple estate, exploring the rainforest 
and passing the neighbouring Wildlife HQ, home to a 
large range of Australian and exotic animal species 
including Maly, Queensland's only Sun Bear. 
 

 

 

Sadly, the Nut Mobile is no longer with us, even 
though that, like the Pineapple Train, was frequented 
by such illustrious patrons as Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana, who took a ride on both when they 
visited Australia in April 1983. 
 

Other attractions include the new Tree Top Challenge 
high ropes and zipline course, and an annual Big 
Pineapple Music Festival, with headlining groups 
including Birds of Tokyo, Peking Duk and The 
Veronicas. All of which keep the Big Pineapple at the 
top of the must do list. 
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Text Box 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter in St Petersburg and Moscow 
January 6-20, 2019. Tour leader: Michael Carr 

Explore St Petersburg and Moscow at a time of year that brings quintessential elements of Russian culture to the fore. 
 

Art Cities of Tuscany: Pisa, Siena & Florence 
January 7-21, 2019. Tour leader: Dr Kathleen Olive 

Take advantage of off-season travel and longer stays to admire these great cities of medieval Tuscany. 
 

London & Paris: art and music 
January 17-31, 2019. Tour leader: Christopher Menz 

Lovers of fine art and music can spend two weeks in London and Paris on this residential style tour. 
 

New York: art, architecture, history & theatre 
March 19-31, 2019. Tour leader: Dr Matthew Laing 

Enjoy seven top performances, with visits to some of the world’s best museums and restaurants. 
 

Opera in Northern Italy: Bel Canto to Verismo 
March 28 – April 11, 2019. Tour leader: Robert Gay 

Experience the very best of Italian opera, including performances at La Scala and Le Fenice, on this musical tour of Italy. 
 

Sicily & the Aeolian Islands 
March 29 – April 14, 2019. Tour leader: Gerald Deslandes  

See Greek temples, Roman villas, Norman cathedrals and exuberant baroque architecture, set amid sea and mountains. 
 

Bhutan: the last Shangri-La 
April 12-26, 2019. Tour leader: Judy Tenzing 

Experience a sense of timelessness, visiting monasteries in the Himalayas, Buddhist temples and traditional villages. 
 

Great Gardens of Cornwall and Devon 
June 3-12, 2019. Tour leader: Michael Turner 

From small private gardens to great estates, enjoy the great gardens of Cornwall and Devon in their English summer glory. 
 

Yorkshire to the Lake District 
June 19 – July 3, 2019. Tour leader: Michael Turner 

Visit some of the best-known and best-loved gardens and grand homes in the north of England and North Wales. 
 

Vienna to Venice: the crossroads of history 
September 8-24, 2019. Tour leader: Dr Nick Gordon 

Explore Europe’s extraordinary history and archaeology at one of its great cultural crossroads  
and discover Slovenia and Friuli on this new 17-day tour. 

 

Sardinia & Corsica: from the Stone Age to Napoleon 
October 11-26, 2019. Tour leader: Dr Kathleen Olive 

Explore Sardinia and Corsica which, despite centuries of invasion and settlement, retain a proud independent spirit. 
 

Mexico: Aztecs, Maya & The Day of the Dead 
October 25 – November 11, 2019. Tour leader: Chloe Sayer 

Unravel the unique history, archaeology and natural beauty of Mexico: volcanos, jungle and tropical coast. 
 

Japan Unmasked: art, history & culture 
November 8-23, 2019. Tour leader: Ann MacArthur 

Uncover Japan’s history, art and culture in new world Tokyo,  
including Kanazawa’s gardens, Hiroshima’s peace memorial and 7 nights immersed in Kyoto’s cultural delights. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
TOUR PROGRAM 2019 

Travel with friends on a diverse and stimulating range of 17 tours to destinations both within Australia and abroad 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK YOUR PLACE ON TOUR VISIT 
ADFASTRAVEL.COM.AU 
OR CALL 02 9235 0023 
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Afterword 
 

In closing this edition, instead of my usual appeal for contributions to our Newsletter, I will leave you with 
this little anecdote about the meeting of two renowned nineteenth-century wits. It occurred at an exhibition 
of Whistler’s work when Mark Twain was seen to run his hand over one of the paintings, causing the artist 
to exclaim "Don’t touch that. Can’t you see, it isn’t dry yet!"…. To which Twain replied, "I don’t mind. I have 
gloves on". 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Too many pieces of music finish too long after the end.  
 

Igor Stravinsky 

 
Check your answers!... Did you get them all ? 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Editor 

 

 

Starting with the top row and working down, from left to right, the artists and paintings were :- 

 Albrecht Durer  : Young Hare (1502)   

 George Stubbs  :  Mares and Foals in a River Landscape (1768)   

 Henri Rousseau  :  Surprised! (1891) 

 Edwin Landseer  :  The Monarch of the Glen (1851)  

 Franz Marc  :  Blue Horses (1911) 

 Jan van Eyck  :  The Arnolfini Portrait (1434) 

 William Hogarth  :  The Graham Children (1742) 

 Charles Blackman  :  The White Rabbit (2001) 

 Salvador Dali  :  Dream Caused by the Flight of a Bee around a Pomegranate a Second before Waking (1944)  

 Sidney Nolan  :  Camels, Central Australia (1950)  

 Pablo Picasso  :  Study for 'Guernica' (1937) 

 Frida Kahlo  :  Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird (1940) 
 

        Brain Teasers :- 
 25 lorries with 4, 6 or 8 wheels respectively and 15 lorries with 12 wheels (90 lorries altogether).  

 22 children in total are aged 10 (8 boys and 14 girls). 

. 

    Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Society 
    Sunshine Coast 
    ABN:  91 792 901 750 
    Postal address: PO Box 1592, Buderim Qld 4556 
    Email: sunshinecoast@adfas.org.au 
 

    Chairman :  
                    Audrey Raymond  : Ph  5456 2012 
    Membership Secretary :  
                                 Brian Smith  : Ph 5445 4439 

Disclaimer: The information presented in this newsletter is based 
on information provided by the members and friends of ADFAS 
Sunshine Coast, every care has been taken to trace and 
acknowledge copyright. The publisher tenders its apology for any 
accidental infringements. The editor and volunteers involved in 
the production of this newsletter do not accept any liability for 
any errors or omissions in the content of the newsletter.  

 

Dennis Panchaud - Newsletter Editor 2019 
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