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You are still able to bring Guests to hear Susannah Fullerton on November 

12th. Use your spare Guest passes please, but let Veronica Rickard know that 

you are coming. You can SMS, email her or ring her. We are having a larger 

crowd than usual so it is important for catering that we know who is coming. 

Immediately after this last Lecture (at which you will receive next year’s  

Programme) you are asked to subscribe promptly for 2020. You will receive 

Subscription forms by email. As we now have a considerable waiting list,  

it is important that you re-subscribe quickly. There will be a limited period  

for current members to re-enrol before those on the waiting list will be  

offered membership. 

If for any reason you are not intending to subscribe in 2020 it would be most helpful if you could let Veronica 

Rickard know, so that your place can be allocated quickly to someone else. 

Name tags, printed programmes and Guest Passes will be handed to you before the first Lecture in February 

2020. Please keep your plastic name tag holder and re-use next year. 

No Guests may come to the first two Lectures  in 2020. The reason is that we will be getting used to  our new 

venue and we will have many new members joining us. 

This is the last newsletter by Janice Kent-Mackenzie who has so expertly & delightfully produced our newsletters 

for the past six years. Janice will be sorely missed. She has made an outstanding contribution to ADFAS  

Melbourne in many, many ways for more years than most, and we are in her debt. 

 November 12 — AGM
The Life and Works of Oscar Wilde 

"Somehow or other I'll be famous, and if not famous, I'll be notorious,"  declared the 

young Oscar Wilde: he proved to be both! Wilde's genius as a raconteur and 

coiner of epigrams made him the most quoted man in London. He translated 

his genius into stories, plays, poems and a novel and gained a place amongst 

the great Victorian writers. 

Wilde once stated that he had put only his talent into his works, but had put 

his genius into his life. Susannah Fullerton discusses Wilde's extraordinary life 

story, his fall from fame and the creation of his great works of literature.  

Dramatic readings bring those works to life and slides provide the sort of 

sumptuous visual background that Wilde himself would have appreciated. 

Susannah Fullerton has been passionate about literature for as long as she 

can remember. She has a BA from the University of Auckland NZ and a post-

graduate degree in Victorian literature from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. She currently teaches literature courses in 

Sydney and lectures regularly at the State Library of NSW and the Art Gallery of NSW.  She has been 

president of the Jane Austen Society of Australia for the past 19 years.  Susannah is the author of several 

books:  Jane Austen – Antipodean Views, Jane Austen and Crime, Brief encounters: Literary Travellers in Australia, 

A Dance with Jane Austen and Happily Ever After: Celebrating Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice.  

She has also written and recorded an audio CD, Finding Katherine Mansfield, about the life and works of 

New Zealand’s greatest writer. 

Susannah leads literary tours to the UK, France and the USA. These tours are run by Australians Studying 

Abroad. Susannah has lectured regularly for ADFAS for many years. 
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SSCOTLANDCOTLAND’’SS  CCASTLESASTLES::  

EEDINBURGHDINBURGH  TOTO  THETHE  HHIGHLANDSIGHLANDS  

The beauty and culture of Edinburgh / Historic Estates 
The finest gardens at their summer best  

The Isle of Skye / Loch Ness / Orkney Islands 

https://adfastravel.com.au/tours/scotlands-gardens-castles-july-2020/ 

‘SISTER PLAUTILLA—PRAY FOR THE PAINTRESS’ WILLIAM & WINIFRED BOWNESS PHOTOGRAPY PRIZE 

From this …. To this …. 
Katrin Koenning has won the $30,000 ‘William & Winifred 

Bowness’ Photography Prize with her triptych  from the 

series which depicts the landscape 

there a decade after the 2009 Black Saturday bushfires.   

MGA director, Anouska Phizacklea said of the triptych: 

“Katrin’s work speaks with quiet restraint about an issue that will 

define our generation– the loss of our landscape and the destruction 

of our planet. It is a powerful reflection on an intense event that  

left our bush in cinders and took a horrific toll on communities with 

the loss of so many loved ones.” 

Works by all 58 finalists are on show until 17 November  

at Monash Gallery of Art, Wheelers Hill  

Visitors are invited to vote for their favourite photographs 

William and Winifred Bowness Photography Prize Exhibition  

   https://news.artnet.com/exhibitions/plautilla-nelli-last-supper-1681627 

   www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/oct/19/renaissance-nun- 

regains-place-in-art-history-the-last-supper 

 https://news.artnet.com/art-world/advancing-women-artists-1313612 

 http://advancingwomenartists.org/ 

Sometimes all it takes is to ask the right question….   

This is what Jane Fortune did on a visit to Florence 12 years 

ago.  “Where are the women?”  What followed was a passionate 

quest to restore the lost legacies & artworks of Florence’s 

forgotten female artist and the founding of an organization:  

Advancing Women Artists (AWA) 
   

Since the foundation launched more than 10 years ago, AWA 

has restored some 58 artworks. The non-profit has become 

the go-to for Florentine curators who want to research their 

own collections, which house many works by women (AWA 

has inventoried 2,000 so far) that have been unseen for  

centuries. “That’s half the population that’s not being heard,”  

Fortune says. “I want to give them a voice.”  
   

AWA has some ground rules for museums that engage them 

for help: If the work in question comes out of storage, it 

doesn’t go back into storage. It goes on the wall. And if a work 

needs to be restored, the vast majority of projects are carried 

out by female conservators.  
   

Four years in restoration the 7m painting of The Last Supper 

by Sister Plautilla Nelli is now on permanent display at the  

Santa Maria Novella Museum in Florence.  It the only known 

painting on the theme during the Renaissance by a woman,  
   

“We restored the canvas and, while doing so, rediscovered Nelli’s 

story & her personality. She had powerful brushstrokes and loaded 

her brushes with paint,” says the restorer Lari. “Plautilla knew 

what she wanted and had control enough of her craft to achieve it.”  
    

The self-taught Plautilla Nelli was born in 1524 and when 14yrs 

old entered a convent controlled by Savonarola who  

encouraged the painting of religious subjects. Nelli is included 

in the 1568 edition of Giorgio Vasari’s acclaimed Lives of the 

Most Excellent Painters, Sculptors and Painters.      

 

All ADFAS members are invited  

to a Special Polyglot screening  

Saturday, 9 November 2019  

2.30 pm for 3pm-6pm  

Kino Cinema 45 Collins St.  
 

Polyglot Theatre set up the 5678 

Film Club for young people (5-8 

years) from diverse backgrounds to 

tell their own stories through film making. This 3-year project 

is coming to the end. Polyglot is hosting a special screening of 

the children’s films to celebrate their success and hard work. 

POLYGLOT THEATRE 

MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO BRING GUESTS TO THE AGM. 

PLEASE ADVISE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, VERONICA 

RICKARD (0418 113 669) BY THE 7TH NOVEMBER. 
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