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Perth, Western Australia  Newsletter 2: Winter 2019 

 

ON OUR WAY TO BECOMING A FULLY-FLEDGED SOCIETY 
 

Message from our Chair, Fiona Johnson:  
Welcome to our winter newsletter; grab a cuppa, snuggle up by the fire and enjoy our updates. 

In March, co-vice chair, Kay Campbell and I travelled to Sydney to attend the ADFAS AGM and national conference 
where ADFAS Perth was warmly welcomed into the fold. We certainly got the impression that the organisation felt like 
a truly national body now that ADFAS is once again represented in the west.  

A highlight of the conference was the cocktail party held at the Queens Club in Sydney where we celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of the national association in style. Many past national presidents and other distinguished guests were in 
attendance. Kay and I very much enjoyed meeting colleagues and making new friends and connections. 

   

We were regarded as young innovators with many keen to hear about our use of technology, marketing strategies and 
of course, our members, which at this juncture, I would like to acknowledge because without your support, we 
wouldn’t be where we are – a successful and thriving organisation. Thank you! 

I’d also like to personally thank the ADFAS Perth committee. We are lucky to have them along with our extended merry 
band of volunteers who assist in many ways with the lectures, on the ground or in advance. 

I am proud to report, due to meeting our membership targets, that in advance of expectations, we have submitted our 
application to the national association for admission as an incorporated society of the national body. The national 
executive is meeting soon to ratify our application, so I hope to bring you good news shortly. Subject to other 
administrative requirements, later in the year we will hold a special general meeting for approval of our constitution, 
which we will advise you about. 

Finally, I would like to alert you to a brief survey we will be sending you soon to solicit your views on how we have done 
to date and what you’d like to see in the future. Your responses will shape the ADFAS Perth offer going forward so 
please do take the time to participate – your opinions are very important to us.   

BUDGET EXPECTATIONS EXCEEDED:  Thanks for your support! 
 

“It is pleasing to report that our finances are on a sound footing,” said treasurer, Peter Farr.  

“With strong membership enrolments plus good door ticket sales and raffle proceeds to date, ADFAS Perth has started 
2019 well on the income side (above budget), while expenditure has been nicely in line with the budget. 

 “Furthermore, the TryBooking e-commerce system has proven to be a suitable platform for online sales. It provides 
comprehensive data on every transaction and sales income is efficiently transferred to our Westpac Community 
Solutions bank account.” 
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THE VENICE BIENNALE: MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART IN VENICE 

 July 25: special bonus lecture with Dr Nick Gordon                                                          n       
 
Venice is one of the world’s great art cities, with its 
medieval mosaics, Renaissance masterpieces and 
wonderful collections of modern art. It also has a rolling 
series of biennales - of art, cinema, architecture, dance 
and theatre - which take up half of each year, and which 
have expanded phenomenally since the biennale was 
invented in Venice in the 1890s.  
 

Join us as Nick Gordon explores how Venice reinvented 
itself as art’s playground and how the Biennale has grown 
and reshaping why people keep coming back to this 
remarkable city.  
 

Dr Nick Gordon has a University Medal and PhD in history 
from the University of Sydney. He also leads cultural and 
art-focussed tours to Europe and Australia. This event will 
sell out so get your tickets here now! 

   

 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  this lecture is an additional lecture and not part of the 2019 membership 10-lecture series. 
 

 
 

 

REMAINING 2019 LECTURES: 
 

29 Jun (two lectures): Rosalind Whyte             

BREECHES BONNETS AND BAGS:  
British Fashion in Art through the Centuries 
BOOK HERE 
 

THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS, 
LONDON  
BOOK HERE 
 

3 Aug (two lectures): Sue Rollin          

CONSTANTINOPLE AND ISTANBUL:  
A Tale of Two Cities  
 BOOK HERE 
 

EARLY TRAVELLERS AT PETRA  
BOOK HERE 
 

26 Sep: Tom Duncan 
SLEEPING BEAUTIES:  
The Irish country house  
BOOK HERE 
 

 
All lectures held at: 
North Metropolitan TAFE, 25 Aberdeen Street, Northbridge. 

Support ADFAS Perth and join now: click here now to snap up your membership. Alternatively, you can purchase 
individual lecture tickets at $25 here.  

BOOK 

NOW! 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=510606&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445937&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445941&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445945&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445947&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445949&
https://facebook.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0ca08f9ecca932000be256a82&id=29a258f7b3&e=36f64d8ed1
https://www.trybooking.com/book/search?keyword=adfas%20perth&location=6162
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Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes 

 

T R A V E L   T A L E S 

This edition’s contributor is our Co Vice-Chair, Kay Campbell 
who shares her experiences of Buenos Aires. 
 

The Paris of the South is a city proud of its artistic heritage. 
The heterogenous capital of Argentina boasts a wide range 
of art galleries and museums that reflect the locals’ 
passionate temperament. 
 

Buenos Aires is immersed in art - it is a vital part of its 
identity. For the visitor, it is simply a matter of soaking up 
the experiences. 
 

The Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes, which houses the 
largest display of Latin American art, is regarded as the 
city’s cultural centre.  The state gallery also lays claim to 
an impressive array of European masters from the early 
1300s and tapestries, through to Impressionism and post 
Impressionism; Delacroix, Monet, Renoir, Cezanne, Sisley 
Van Gogh, Pissarro and Rodin to name but a few.  The 
portraits of wealthy Argentinians give an insight into the 
wealth and opulence of earlier times and the intense 
colours of the gallery rooms create a sense of drama. 
 

Just the name Buenos Aires evokes images of gracious 
18th Century public buildings, gauchos, tango, attractive 
polo players, Evita and juntas. Today, it is still a handsome 
city that basks in a glorious bygone era where European 
opera companies would visit its wide tree lined 
boulevards. Now glass skyscrapers vie for your attention 
juxtaposed against the old and the dilapidated. In parts, 
the city is just a little down at heel, which only adds to its 
mystique. 

This diverse backdrop plays host to the art galleries and 
museums that abound. If you only have time to visit one 
gallery, make it the Musee Fortabat, which houses a 
collection of early and contemporary Argentinian art plus 
an eclectic array of works ranging from Egyptian artefacts 
and Romanian art deco sculptures, to European masters 
including Brueghel, Turner, Dali and Rodin. 

Make sure you phone ahead to find out when the English-
speaking tours take place. Next door is a wonderful café 
perfectly situated to watch the porteños (people of the 
port) pass by while you enjoy their impressive selection of 
tortes and gateaux. 

 
Floralis Generica 

 
  La Boca 

The city’s many parks feature sculptural works. One of the 
most well-known is the Floralis Generica, by Argentine 
architect Eduardo Catalano sited in United Nations Plaza; 
its large stainless-steel petals lay open in the daylight and 
close in the fading light. 
 

The port area of La Boca is edgy, colourful and home to 
two notable galleries; the Quinquela Martin Museum of 
Fine Art and PROIA, which showcases contemporary work 
by local and international artists. Finally, remember the 
siesta sees many of the galleries close between 1-4pm but 
then they are open until 8pm. Many close on Sundays. 
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ARTS SUPPORT FUNCTION 
 

As an adjunct to its core function of delivering high quality 
art-based lectures, ADFAS provides support to the arts in 
three main areas: Via The Patricia Robertson Foundation, 
which supports the “promotion and advancement of 
aesthetic education, the cultivation and study of the 
decorative and fine arts and the preservation of our 
cultural and artistic heritage”.  This year they have focused 
their sponsorship on a select group of art curators.  
 

Secondly, The Young Arts Programme encourages each 
society to sponsor or support a young up-and-coming 
artist or assist a young art group develop their creativity 
through assistance. The focus is on youth and support.   
 

And the third is the recording and documenting of schools 
of the arts, mechanical institutes and church buildings. 
This invaluable work is undertaken by a dedicated group 
of society members who are passionate about buildings in 
their area. If you would like to participate in any of these 
areas, please email perth@adfas.org.au and let us know. 
 

 
Click on the ADFAS Travel banner above to look over 

their wonderful tour programme for arts lovers. 
 

 

ADFAS PERTH INFO 

View the ADFAS Perth 2019 lecture programme 
here. 

See our latest event photos here. 

This newsletter is quarterly. For more regular 
news, subscribe to our eNews here and/or join the 
ADFAS Perth Facebook group here. 

Contact us: 
ADFAS Perth  
PO Box 7072 
Shenton Park WA 6008 
Email: perth@adfas.org.au 

 

ABOUT US 

ADFAS Perth Steering Committee members are:  
Chair: Fiona Johnson 
Vice Chairs: Kevin Jackson and Kay Campbell 
Treasurer: Peter Farr 
Secretary: Denise Ellis Brice 
Marketing: Leanne Casellas 
Committee members: Mariana Atkins 
 
Special thanks to outgoing committee members Allan Green, 
Lynda Blum and David Bliss whose assistance 
with getting ADFAS Perth off the ground is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
New members (and sponsors) are always 
welcome so please make yourself known to 
us at events or email us here. 
 
ADFAS Perth is a wholly volunteer organisation. If you’d like to 
help, then please get in touch: many hands make light work! 
 

If you have some arty travel tales to tell or recommendations 
from your latest jaunts, we’d love to hear them! Please send us 
350 words maximum with 4-5 jpg format photos to 
perth@adfas.org.au. 

 

     BUY ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP HERE NOW         

 

mailto:perth@adfas.org.au
https://www.adfas.org.au/societies/western-australia/perth/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/647781272270858/photos/?filter=albums
http://eepurl.com/dGdIz9
https://www.facebook.com/groups/647781272270858/
mailto:perth@adfas.org.au
mailto:perth@adfas.org.au
file:///M:/My%20documents/ADFAS/Newsletter/2019%20Autumn/perth@adfas.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445743&
https://adfastravel.com.au/
http://www.lunapalace.com.au

