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In accordance with our Constitution a few members of our Committee will be  

retiring at the AGM in November this year.  I myself will also be retiring as Chairman. 

We are looking for people interested in joining our Committee in 2020 and helping 

to run the wonderful Melbourne Society. If you know of anyone who would be inter-

ested, or if you would be willing to join us yourself, we would love to hear from you. 

At present we have a total of 13 Committee members which allows for continuity 

and the fact that most of us have other responsibilities, and also like to travel.  

The Committee is responsible for the selection of the Lecture topics and each one 

has some small role to fulfil such as being in charge of our Young Arts projects. The 

responsibilities are not onerous and we have a lot of fun together. You also get a chance to get to know our wonderful 

Speakers. Most people find their time on the Committee rewarding and interesting. 

Janice Kent Mackenzie, who has for many years produced our excellent Newsletter, is herself retiring in November. She has 

been a vital person in our communication with our members and will be sorely missed. Janice has given so much to the  

Melbourne Society. We are greatly in her debt. 

If you know of anyone who has the skills to produce the Newsletter & would be interested in the role, please let me know 

or speak to a Committee member. 

I will be on holiday from late June to mid-July so there will be an Acting Chairman during that time. 
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The products of the Manufacture Royale de Sèvres are some of the most admired artistic  

creations associated with the world of the ancien régime French court.  Their refined artistry 

and technical sophistication have made them objects of connoisseurship and collecting from 

the moment of their creation in the eighteenth century.  But far more than being beautiful 

examples of the extraordinary achievements of eighteenth-century French ceramic art, Sèvres 

porcelain highlights the intimate connection that existed between the porcelain medium and 

royal power in ancien régime France.  This lecture explores the importance of the products  

of the Royal Sèvres Manufactory as a symbol of French royal power. This idea explains two  

intriguing historical oddities about the eighteenth-century Sèvres factory – why was there a 

royal apartment constructed in the factory building amidst the workshops; and why, during 

the revolution when his resources were extremely limited, did Louis XVI spend so much 

money on keeping the factory running? Porcelain production is revealed to be an essential  

part of French Royal statecraft. 

DR MATTHEW MARTIN is Curator in the department of International Decorative Arts and 

Antiquities in the National Gallery of Victoria, and is a Research Associate in the University of 

Divinity, Melbourne.  He was formerly Director of Studies at the Melbourne College of Divinity.  He holds degrees in Art 

History, Semitic Philology and Archaeology.   

His research interests include eighteenth-century porcelain sculpture and sculptural aesthetics,  

patronage and art collecting amongst eighteenth-century Recusant elites, and design reform in Europe 

in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  He frequently publishes internationally in these 

areas, and has lectured widely here and in the United States and Europe, including at the Cooper-

Hewitt Museum, New York, the Victoria and Albert Museum, and the Wallace Collection, London. 

He has curated numerous exhibitions at the National Gallery of Victoria including Kings over the Water: 

Jacobite Glass at the NGV (2012) and most recently, Blue: Alchemy of a Colour (2015), and  

Eighteenth-Century Porcelain Sculpture (2016). 
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https://adfastravel.com.au/tours/sardinia-corsica-tour/ 

HEAR ADFAS MEMBERS SING…. 
 

 
YOUNG ARTS UPDATE 

AADFAS actively encourages local societies to promote art 

activities which "inspire young people with a lasting  

enthusiasm for the arts, an awareness of our arts heritage 

and its conservation and to expand the horizons of young 

people through their involvement in creative arts" 

ADFAS Melbourne supports this objective by providing  

financial grants funded by member contributions and raffles 

throughout the year.  

In 2018 ADFAS Melbourne donated $1500 each to  

Polyglot Theatre and to the MSO/Pizzicato Effect. Both these  

organisations encompass children from a wide range of ethnic 

and socio-economic  backgrounds where their involvement in 

the arts may not otherwise be financially possible . 

The MSO/Pizzicato Effect provides free string instrumental 

and musicianship tuition for children from across 20+ schools. 

The program harnesses music making to encourage learning 

and personal confidence for a wide range of children from 

culturally diverse backgrounds, building a strong sense of 

community. Our ADFAS donation, now called the "ADFAS 

Scholarship” offers a whole year of individual private tuition 

to a chosen senior student. We are invited to Concerts held 

mid-year and at the end of the year which are very well at-

tended by families and the wider community.  

Polyglot Theatre is Australia's leading creator of interactive 

and participatory theatre for children and families. Inspired by 

artwork, play and the children's ideas, they create imagined 

worlds where children actively participate through touch, 

play, and encounter to create theatre and film. Its vision is a 

future where children are powerful: artistically, socially and 

culturally. With the help of financial supporters and friends 

Polyglot has celebrated its 40th birthday with the move into 

wonderful new premises in the Abbotsford Convent complex. 

This is Melbourne’s third year of involvement with these two 

providers, and your Committee has been very impressed with 

the professionalism and enthusiasm shown in the delivery of 

their respective programs, and by the excellent feedback and  

communication they provide back to ADFAS Melbourne. 

 

 

 

 

 
GUEST ATTENDANCE—JUNE LECTURE 

As advised by our Chairman at the May lecture, 

due to OH & S requirements and record membership,  

we are obliged to restrict the number of  

Guests attending our lectures.  

Limits are being set by the committee each month. 

Priority is given to members using Guest Passes. 

For the June lecture we expect to accommodate 20 Guests. 

Please call Veronica Rickard on 0408 113 669 

between Monday 3 June - Friday 7 June  

with your name, guest name   

and whether you will be using a Guest Pass.   

Maggie Milsom—ADFAS 

Melbourne Young Arts 

Coordinator & Allison 

Waddell—Excursions 

Coordinator and  

Christine Carroll (who 

has recently joined the 

ADFAS Melbourne  

Committee) at an event 

hosted by Polyglot  

Theatre. 

Find out more at: 
www.polyglot.org.au/ 
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