
For more information & 
bookings, contact: 

 
Secretary: Linda Inglis  

Mob: 0428 825 386 
Email: 

linda.inglis@westnet.com.au 

                                    ADFAS Camden, Inc. 
ABN 49 917 925 347      

                                                                                                      Member of the Association of ADFAS   (Group Associate Member of TAS) 

NEWSLETTER       
 

           
 From the 

 

    EDITOR’S EASYCHAIR  
 

Dear Members and Friends,  

As chairman Carla Hill is vacationing in France with her husband 
Stuart, I have the pleasure of introducing this issue of our Newsletter 
leading into a busy weekend for us at the end of the month. 

Friday 31st May will see our first Special Interest Programme for the year followed by 
our ‘regular’ lecture the next afternoon. They will be presented by UK art and 
architecture historian, Martin Heard and I am really looking forward to both.  The 
Special Interest Programmes are a particularly good way to introduce friends and 
relatives to the ‘delights’ of ADFAS Camden, so we are hoping for a very good 
attendance on 31st.   

Despite the long interval between our last lecture on 6th April and our next on 1 June, 
the intervening period has been a busy one for the art scene locally. The 44th Annual 
Camden Art Prize Exhibition was officially opened on Friday 3rd May and was 
attended by many members of ADFAS Camden. We are represented on the Art Prize 
Committee and several members also volunteered to assist in the rather frantic week 
prior to the opening, registering and receiving entries etc. As members will be aware, 
ADFAS Camden sponsors the Marjory Baker Youth Award – and you will read about 
that later in the Newsletter.  

Also in May, the Alan Baker Art Gallery has been holding a special exhibition of 
drawings by Alan Baker, his brother Normand and JS Watkins. This exhibition runs 
until 28th July and if you have not already done so I hope you find the time to drop in 
to the Gallery and view this collection of fine sketches and drawings. 

A little further afield, the winners of the 2019 Archibald, Sulman and Wynne prizes 
were announced on 10th May. The winning entries and finalists are now on display at 
the Art Gallery of NSW until 8th September – well worth an outing to the city. 

The Committee is already busy with planning our programme for 2020. We have 
been provided with details of the 6 lecturers arranged for our circuit through The Arts 
Society (aka NADFAS) and have been negotiating the allocation of Special Interest 
Programmes. We are now turning our attention to the selection of two Australian 
presenters from the list of approved ADFAS Lecturers. We need an early start to this 
planning so we can ensure the availability of venue, catering requirements etc., even 
though the start of our 2020 season is still ten months away.   

I look forward to seeing you all on Friday 31st (Not tonight Josephine) or on Saturday 
1st June (1066 and All That) – and bring along a friend! 

Sincerely, 

Peter Claxton 

Editor 

Number: 1905            (106) 

May 2019 

2019 LECTURE SERIES 

Lecture 3: 

1066 AND ALL THAT 
The Bayeux Tapestry – what  

does it really depict? 

Presented by: 

MARTIN HEARD 

SATURDAY 01 JUNE 2019 
4 for 4.30 pm 

Carrington Recreation Centre 
Gate 2, 90 Werombi Road, Grasmere

NSW 2570 

  
******************************* 

Lecture 4: 

AUGUST IN IRAN IN A 
HEADSCARF 

Presented by: 

JENNIFER BOWKER 

SATURDAY 29 JUNE 2019 
4 for 4.30 pm 

Carrington Recreation Centre 
Gate 2, 90 Werombi Road, Grasmere

NSW 2570
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Friday 31st MAY 
TWO‐LECTURE 

SPECIAL INTEREST PROGRAMME 
5.30 for 6.00 pm, Carrington Recreation Hall  

90 Werombi Road, Grasmere 

Not tonight Joséphine 
Empress Joséphine Bonaparte 

(1763-1814), first wife and 
consort of Napoleon, was a 
highly significant figure in her 
own right in post-Revolutionary 
and Napoleonic France. 

Lecture 1:  Will introduce us to 
Joséphine, her relationship with 

Napoleon, her patronage of artists & 
the decorative arts, and the British satirical prints that 
used her to attack Napoleon.  

Lecture 2:  Will introduce us to the Château de 
Malmaison, and Joséphine’s impressive art collection. 

           Presented by: 
               MARTIN HEARD 
Art historian specialising in English and French 18th and 
19th Century art and architecture 

VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME 
MEMBERS $45: VISITORS $50 

 (Price includes a light meal between lectures)  
BOOKING ESSENTIAL (by 24th May 2019):  
 For bookings or further information, ring: 

 Linda:  0428 825 386 or Susan:  0499 636 885 

 
 

At the Association Council and AGM in late March, the 
decision was taken to discontinue the publication of the 

annual artlife magazine. This decision was based 

essentially on the cost of publication and the difficulty 
experienced in attracting enough relevant, quality, 
advertising to cover or ameliorate those costs. 
Investigations are being made into the possibility of 
establishing an on-line magazine or Association newsletter 

to replace artlife as a more economical and frequent 

means of communication.  

The last edition of artlife, the 30th anniversary issue, will 

be published later this year and each Society has been 
asked to contribute one or two short articles to make it a 
‘bumper’ edition. In the category of Local Cultural Icon we 
have submitted an article on Macaria and the Alan Baker 
Art Gallery, and in the category of Society News we 
submitted a short article on Young Arts in Camden.  

You will be able to read these and contributions from other 

Societies in artlife later in the year. 

Peter Claxton 
Editor 

 
 

44th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
CAMDEN ART PRIZE 2019 

I hope all members took the opportunity to visit this 
Exhibition which was officially opened on Friday 3rd May 
by eminent journalist, author, biographer, historian and 
filmmaker, Robert Macklin.  

Robert, a close friend of local artist, the late Bob Baker, 
gave an inspiring address to the very well attended 
opening ceremony at Camden Civic Centre. Bob Baker 
was a member of the Camden Art Exhibition committee 
who staged the first exhibition in 1974. Following Robert 
Macklin’s address the winners of the various sections 
were presented with their awards and the names of those 
whose works received commendation were announced.  

Overall there were 342 entrants this year, including some 
from as far afield as Victoria. The judges commented that 
the standard of the entries was generally very high, a 
comment that was supported by most if not all of the 
viewing audience.  

There were 16 entries for the Marjory Baker Memorial 
Youth Award, sponsored by ADFAS Camden. This 
number was slightly down from last year, but made up for 
by the quality of the works as you will see below from the 
image of the winning entry – a quite marvellous work on 
paper by Jade Stein titled Stan ‘The Man’ Lee. In addition, 
another young artist, Tara Sheather, received the 
President’s Choice award for her work on paper titled 
Dazzle Garden. This entry was also highly commended in 
the judging of the Marjory Baker Youth Award.  

Jade Stein, winner of the Marjory Baker Memorial Youth Award 2019, 
receiving her $750 cheque from Linda Inglis, Treasurer of ADFAS 

Camden, sponsors of the Award 

artlife magazine 
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The sectional winners and other awards are listed below: 

BRUCE FERGUSON OAM OPEN SECTION 
Julie Simmons – The Bush Track 

LIZ KERNOHAN AM LOCAL ARTIST SECTION 
Donna Bokody – Storm Brewing 

SCULPTURE SECTION 
Patrice Cooke - Predator 

BOB BAKER TRADITIONAL SECTION 
Erika Cholich – Watching Time Go By 

BRUCE CUNNINGHAM WORKS ON PAPER SECTION 
Lisa Duncan – Mostly 33 

WATERCOLOUR SECTION 
Ricarda Engelhardt – When Time Ties The Tide 

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION 
Chris Stimson - Josh 

MARJORY BAKER MEMORIAL YOUTH AWARD 
Jade Stein – Stan ‘The Man’ Lee 

COMMITTEE CHOICE 
Pamela Neville - Canyon 

PRESIDENTS CHOICE 
Tara Sheather – Dazzle Garden 

CAMDEN ART PRIZE COMMITTEE INC. ACQUISITIVE 
PRIZE 

Patrice Cooke - Predator 

Also gracing the Exhibition was the display in the foyer of 
the extraordinary works of textile artist, Denise Lithgow. 
She creates vibrant embroidery and three dimensional 
felted works as ‘visual landscapes’, with foreground. 
Middle ground and background. From a short distance 
some pieces looked more like ceramic works than textile 
or felting. A splendid addition to the Exhibition! 

Congratulations to Gaylene Feld and the Camden Art 
Prize Committee for another outstanding and very 
well presented community art event. 

Peter Claxton 
Editor 

(The images were provided courtesy of Brett Atkins, digital productions) 
For more information visit Facebook: Camdenartprize 

 

I picked up this BBC audio book ‘The Children’s’ 
Collection’ at the library and thought …’I don’t remember 
reading Alice in Wonderland completely during my 
childhood’.  Walt Disney’s versions on TV had highlighted 
some of her adventures and I was sure I knew the entire 
story, but I didn’t. That was obvious once I started 
listening. 

Written by an English author, 
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson 
under the pseudonym Lewis 
Carroll and first published in 
1865, the book was translated 
into German, Swedish, 
French, Russian Finnish, 
Italian and other languages. It 
has been reproduced as a 
game and in many other 
mediums, not least of all in the 
cinema where it was first 
filmed as a silent movie in 

1903 followed by at least 30 
other adaptations of the story 
over the years. IT has 
inspired literature, theatre, 
visual art and music. There is 
also a statue of Alice in 
Central Park in New York and 
I think that should be an 
indication of its popularity. 

Regardless, after listening to 
the story – read by Alan 
Bennett, an English 
playwright and storyteller – I 
was enchanted and soon 
realised that I had not read 

STAN ‘The Man’ LEE 1922 – 2018 work on paper, by Jade Stein, 
winner of the Marjory Baker Memorial Youth Award 2019 

The March Hare. 
Illustration by John Tenniel 

Cover of the 1898 edition 

The Children’s Collection on BBC 
AUDIO 
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland at all fully. So many of 
Carroll’s fantasies were new to me and had not made the 
grade into Disney’s versions at least, or any book I had 
read as a child.  I recognised some of my own dreams in 
his story-telling, dreams common to children in which Alice 
accepts her circumstances without showing any sign of 
terror. 

And then…The Wind in the Willows. Alan Bennett is 
acclaimed for his narration especially of children’s stories 
and listening was a total delight. The fantasy and 
madness of the Red Queen, the Mad Hatter, Tweedle Dee 
and Tweedle Dum in Alice in Wonderland were morphed 
down to sensible everyday creatures you find in an 
English woodland. Very Victorian in their mannerisms and 
code of conduct, the headstrong and at times maniacal 
Toad is the bane of their pastoral existence.  

Ratty and Moley look up to 
Badger who rests on his 
laurels as a ‘wise one’ often 
disguising his frequent naps 
as thinking time. Well isn’t it? 
Moley was spellbound and 
dazed when exploring the 
multiple ‘rooms’ in Badger’s 
home, our modern 
equivalent being a 
‘MacMansion’. Poor Moley 
compared it to his own small 
and simple, but very much-
loved burrow. Unbeknown, 
Badger had tunnelled his 
sett into a Roman ruin.  

Kenneth Grahame, author of 
The Wind in the Willows, 
was born a Scot. He and his 
siblings lost their mother, as 
many children did in those 
days, usually from childbirth 
or its effects. His father, 
unable to cope, sent the 
children to their grandmother who lived in a rambling 
home near a river. Now we all know that… there is nothing 
- absolutely nothing - half so much worth doing as simply 
messing about in boats… and so it was the author’s 
inspiration and the basis of his storytelling, honed later by 
bedtime stories to his only child Alastair who was born 
with disabilities. 

I read that this only child was sent to boarding school. It’s 
difficult to understand the English of that time sending 
their children off, out of sight out of mind, at a tender age. 
Sadly the boy committed suicide in his teenage years. 

Grahame had problems getting his work accepted for 
publication and received several rejections before it was 
eventually put into print. His work, The Wind in the Willows 

even delighted the President of the United States 
Theodore Roosevelt. An excellent recommendation. 

Again, there were numerous spin-offs - films, TV and 
stage shows, inspiration for music and radio 
dramatizations and even a ride in Disneyland. Curiously 
there are sequels and alternative versions. Copyright 
lapse?  

While searching the internet I found this fascinating entry:  
In 2003, Guillermo del Toro  (Director of Pan’s 
Labyrinth and a squillion more) was working on an 
adaptation for Disney. It was to mix live action with CG 
animation. Del Toro explained why he had to leave the 
helm. "It was a beautiful book and then I went to meet 
with the executives and they said, 'Could you give 
Toad a skateboard and make him say, ‘radical dude’ 
things?' and that's when I said, 'It's been a pleasure ...’ 

The rub is, motorised skateboards would suit Toad and 
the ‘radical dude’ is something that Toad would take to 
immediately. The Facebook generation projects itself on 
social media and Toad was the ultra-mega-egotistical 
creature to thrive on that exposure. I think Toad had a 
madness that could possibly be controlled by prescription 
medication today! Luckily he had the most valued of 
friends including a parentis in locus in the form of Badger, 
supported by Ratty and Moley. 

By comparison to the previous two authors, but by no 
means less-loved and re-read is AA Milnes’ Pooh stories. 
These are very gentle stories told in yet another 
completely different style. Pooh and his cohorts are 
beloved by children. We have Pooh and Piglet in our 
spare bedroom.  

 In the first chapter Milne offers 
this explanation of why Winnie-
the-Pooh is often called simply 
"Pooh": But his arms were so stiff 
... they stayed up straight in the air 
for more than a week, and 
whenever a fly came and settled 
on his nose he had to blow it off. 
And I think – but I am not sure – 
that that is why he is always called 
Pooh. 

We all know that Pooh loves honey and sweet things, 
though I have a difficult time imagining how he can gulp 
down those jars of honey without his fur becoming sticky 
and tacky. He is always hungry around 11:00 in the 
mornings. His clock stopped ‘some weeks ago’ at around 
11:00am… Pooh probably hasn’t fathomed that one out 
yet. His needs are simplistic, he hums simple things and 
he solves problems simplistically. Kanga and Roo gave 
Alan Bennett some difficulty in getting the accent… he 
didn’t actually get it right; it was mostly quasi-cockney but 
he did get the occasional word.  

Toad, Moley Badger & Ratty, 
From Kenneth Grahame’s Wind 

in the Willows 
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Hefalumps and Woozles are the scariest things in the 100-
acre wood. Piglet is the tiny optimist. Poor Eeyore cannot 
find anything to please him and he can always find a 
downer to any pleasure. These characters mimic roundly 
the friendships and our family in any age.  

In reality, Winnie the Pooh overwhelmed the Milne family 
and Christopher Robin, their only child, was a celebrity, 
chased and photographed - another child that was brought 
up in the Victorian manner that the well-to-do English 
followed. His life was the nursery and a nanny for eight 
years and then boarding school. "I loved my Nanny, I also 
quite liked being Christopher Robin and being famous.”.  

Boarding school was the final straw, though, for 
Christopher Robin Milne. In his autobiography in 1975 he 
said.  "For it was now that began that love-hate 
relationship with my fictional namesake that has continued 
to this day.” 

                                                  Pauline Downing   

 

If you are interested in maps as technical or historical 
documents – or even as works of art, take the time to visit 
Cartographica at the Customs House, Sydney. 
Many early maps were colourful and perhaps ingenious 
and often difficult, at least for the modern eye, to interpret. 
And early maps of Sydney and its surrounds are no 
exceptions.  

This exhibition has drawn together a large number of 
maps of Sydney across the years, including an elevated 
view of the Garden Palace, part of the Sydney 
International Exhibition and dated 1880. The Garden 
Palace was unfortunately destroyed by fire a couple of 
years later. 

The collection is quite eclectic in the range of subjects 
covered. It includes a map signed by the Engineer in 
Chief, Sewage Department, identifying the sites in 1888 of 
fatal cases of typhoid, diarrhoea, dysentery and cholera in 
the western suburbs. A 1935 map of Port Jackson 
includes the harbour bridge (which was completed three 
years earlier), Taronga Park Zoo – and also an aeroplane 
flying over Dobroyd Point. The aeroplane apparently was 
in reference to the establishment in 1932 of the Australian 
National Airways (ANA) commercial services carrying 
passengers and mail between Sydney and Brisbane. 

Where:  Customs House, 31 Alfred Street, Sydney 
When: Weekdays, 10am to 7pm 
 Weekends, 11am to 4pm 
 Open until Sunday 1 September 2019 
 (Except Public Holidays) 
Cost: Free 
 

ADFAS Blue Mountains:  
Next lecture: Friday 24th May at 2.00 pm, Wentworth Falls 
School of Arts. Great Western Highway, Wentworth Falls  
Bernard Allan will present ‘Laura Knight: from Newlyn to 
Nuremburg’. 
(Contact:  Sharryn Ryan 0410 580 257) 

ADFAS Bowral & District:   
Next lecture: Wednesday 5th June at 10.30 am, and at 6.00 pm 
in the Ballroom, Annesley, Westwood Drive, Bowral  
Dr Janet Davey will present ‘Ancient Egypt: Portraits and 
masks or how to look gorgeous in the afterlife’. 
(Contact:  Paul Nemeth on 0414 925 035)  

ADFAS Canberra:   
Next lecture: Monday 17th June at 6.00 pm at The National 
Library of Australia 
Nat Williams will present ‘Making It Up As He Went: 60 years 
of collecting with Sir Rex Nan Kivell (1898-1977)’.  
(Contact:  Marcel Dimo on 0451 681 473) 

ADFAS Ku-ring-gai: 
Next lecture: Wednesday 29th May at Zenith Theatre, 
Chatswood at 10.30 am and at 6.00 pm.  
Martin Heard will present ‘1066 and All That: The Bayeux 
Tapestry’.  
(Contact:  Lynette Davenport on (02) 9438 4090) 

ADFAS Molonglo Plains:   
Next lecture:  Thursday 23rd May, Queanbeyan Kangaroos 
Leagues Club, cnr Stuart St & Richards Ave at 2.00 pm 
Martin Heard will present ‘1066 and All That: The Bayeux 
Tapestry’.  
(Contact:  Helen Paterson on 0438 627 057)  

ADFAS Newcastle:   
Next lecture:  Monday 27th May at the Hunter School of 
Performing Arts, Lambton Rd, Broadmeadow at 6.30 pm 
Bernard Allan will present ‘Laura Knight: from Newlyn to 
Nuremburg’. 
(Contact:  Kathy Heinrich on (02) 4927 8053) 

ADFAS Pokolbin:  
Next lecture: Monday 8th July at 7.00 pm in Cessnock 
Performing Arts Centre, corner of Vincent St & Aberdare Rd, 
Cessnock. 
David Rosier will present ‘Ruling from Behind the Yellow silk 
Screen: The Dowager Empress Cixi. Effective Ruler of China 
(1862-1908)’.  
(Contact: Tracey Seath on 0417 489 635) 

ADFAS Scone 
Next lecture: Tuesday 11th June at 6.00 pm at Scone Arts & 
Crafts Hall, Kingdon Street, Scone  
Dr Grace Cochrane will present ‘White Gums and Ramoxes: 
ceramics by Arthur and Merric Boyd’.   
(Contact: Kerry Cooke on 0428 458 141) 

ADFAS Shoalhaven 
Next lecture:  Thursday 6th June at 7.30 pm at the Berry School 
of Arts, 19 Alexandra St, Berry.  
Robert Ketton will present ‘Speak the Speech I Pray You’. 
(Contact: Ted Jarrett on 02 4464 3242)  

 
Programmes & contact details for ALL Societies are 
available on the ADFAS website: www.adfas.org.au 
 
 

 

MAPS, MAPS & more MAPS 

WHAT’S ON AT OTHER SOCIETIES? 
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As an ADFAS Camden initiative via the Church Recording 
Programme and the Convenor, Patricia Johnston, an initial 
report was prepared which identified and outlined the 
features of this historic item from St Paul’s Cobbitty. 

A new report has now been prepared and lodged with the 
Rector of St Paul’s via Church Warden Jill Lummis. This 
report outlines the necessary or suggested repairs / 
conservation available for the chest.  

It is anticipated that further discussion will ensue to 
determine the attitude or direction required by the Church 
Committee. 

This exercise has been an 
example of how ADFAS can liaise, 
study and advise on a public 
project, particularly where relevant 
professional expertise exists within 
its membership. 

Paul Gregson 
 
 
 
 

CAMPBELLTOWN ARTS 
CENTRE 

1 Art Gallery Rd, Campbelltown 
NSW 2560 

Phone: 02 4645 4100 
Mon – Sun 10am to 4pm 

 

Conscious  
to 30th November, 2019 

This is a music development 
programme for conscious minded 
artists from Western Sydney to self-
determine their own careers. 
 
OK Democracy, We Need To Talk 

 to 31st July 2019 

This exhibition features newly 
commissioned works by ten artists, 
and explores themes drawn from our 
version of modern democracy, 
including identity politics, political 
structures and environmental politics.  
 

Notice of Motion  
to 31st July 2019 

A selection of works drawn from the 
extensive Campbelltown City Council 
permanent collection.  
 
 
 
 

 

Drawing LIFE  

This exhibition celebrates the Alan Baker Art Gallery’s first 
anniversary and presents a suite of 20th Century drawings 
by Alan Baker, Normand Baker (Alan’s brother and 
youngest winner of the Archibald Prize) and JS Watkins.  

It runs until 28th July and also features ‘gallery inspired 
children’s drawings’.  

Entry is free. 

ALAN BAKER AG: Macaria, 37 John Street Camden 
Open:         Thurs – Sun 11 am to 4 pm 
Contact:      (02) 4645 5191 

                    Alanbakerartgallery@camden.nsw.gov.au 
 
 

 
 

MODESTY! 

I have never accepted what many 
people have kindly said – namely 
that I inspired the nation…. It was 
the nation and the race dwelling 
all round the globe that had the 
lion’s heart. I had the luck to be 
called on to give the roar. I also 
hope that I sometimes suggested 
to the lion the right place to use 
his claws.  

Winston Churchill, 
Speech at Westminster Hall, 30 November 1954 

 
Editor  Honorary Secretary 
Peter Claxton  Linda Inglis 
4655 9781  0428 825 386 
pclaxton8@bigpond.com  linda.inglis@westnet.com.au 
               ADFAS CAMDEN Inc.     .PO Box 146 Camden  NSW  2570   

 

UPDATE: 
THE HASSALL MEDICINE CHEST c1790 


