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 Welcome to ADFAS 
2019.  I do hope you have 
all had a very enjoyable 
Festive Season.  Mine did 
not end well.  I missed my 
Brother-in-law's 90th 
birthday and had to cancel 
my Overseas holiday due 
to an unfortunate accident 
which saw me spend three 
weeks over New Year in 
Townsville Hospital.  
 However, we are off to a 
fresh start and have an 
exciting line-up of lectures 
for 2019 including a ½- day 
lecture by Marilyn Elm of 
the UK. Her topics: “The 
Electric Victorian Garden’’ 
and “From Knots and 
Boarders and Beyond’’. 
 We start the year on 23rd 
February with a talk by the 
2nd Student Award 
Recipient Amber 
Countryman, who will 
outline her work as an 
Environmental Artist and 
also tell us what winning 
an award has meant for 
her and how it has helped 
her with her studies. 

 

 This year we will be 
continuing with Blue 
Illusion Fashion Parades 
and will give you the 
dates when they come 
to hand. We believe May 
and September/October 
may be suitable. So 
Ladies remember to 
come along and support 
our fundraising as we 
receive a percentage of 
all sales over a period of 
time on the day.  Have a 
glass of Champers or 
orange juice and a 
giggle, while trying on 
new clothes and perhaps 
you may find something 
to suite, but there is no 
obligation to buy. 
 We are also considering 
a bus tour to Gladstone 
to view the Martin 
Hansen Memorial Art 
Awards at the Gladstone 
Art Gallery sometime in 
October or November. 
This will include lunch at 
Gecko Valley Winery.    
This will be organised 
later in the year when 
dates become available. 
We are also looking for 
someone else to take 
over the School of Arts 
Project. Anyone 
interested can contact 
me and I will give them 
all of Gordon’s research 
material. 

 

 We also wish to know 
before the March 
Conference if members still 
wish to receive the Artlife 
Magazine.  There has been 
discussion through 
Executive about ceasing 
this magazine.  Currently 
this is paid for in your 
subscription.  However, the 
Executive consider the 
magazine is not viable.  I 
would like to know 
members views please, and 
if there is to be an extra 
charge then who would be 
willing to pay extra and 
how much.  I personally 
would like it to continue 
but to include more local 
news. 
 I am aware of increased 
fees this year, but this has 
become necessary because 
of increased costs.  We 
have however, brought in 
another category of 
Pensioner at a slightly 
reduced rate. (See back 
page of this Newsletter for 
2019 membership details). 
 This year ADFAS Australia 
celebrates 30 years, and 
ADFAS Rockhampton, 
which was formed in 1995, 
celebrates 24 years.  
 Hope to see you all in 
February for an exciting 
start to the year.  

Lyn Harrower 

Exciting line-up of 
lecturers for 2019 
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   Rockhampton Symphony Orchestra’s 
presentation of A Night at the Proms at 
Rockhampton Heritage Village on Saturday, 
November 24 was a sell-out. It was their first 
major public performance. 
   In an evening of prom and circumstance they  
took their audience on a musical journey 
across the British Isles. It was a night of all 
things British with an Australian twist. 
   The 50-piece orchestra performed under the 
baton of guest conductor Patrick Pickett,  

supported by the superb vocals by Brad Villiers 
and Linda Coombes.  
   The orchestra was established by Rockhampton 
Symphony Orchestra president, Sian Davis in May, 
2018. 
   Fuelled by a passion for music, it was Sian’s 
vision to create a semi-professional orchestra, 
comprising talented local musicians, who would 
work in collaboration with professional 
conductors and soloists from around Australia. 
   To do this the new orchestra needed support 
from the local community. 
   As its contribution to the Rockhampton 
Symphony Orchestra’s success, ADFAS 
Rockhampton donated $500 towards the cost of 
their A Night at the Proms performance. 
   As a thank-you, ADFAS members and guests 
were treated to a wonderful performance by the 
symphony orchestra’s Brass Quintet following our 
annual general meeting in the Fitzroy Room, 
Rockhampton Regional Library on Saturday, 
December 1. 
   The Brass Quintet also continued to play during 
the morning tea, much to the delight of those 
present. 

   ADFAS Rockhampton wishes Sian and members 
of the Rockhampton Symphony Orchestra every 

success in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  The Brass Quintet also continued to play during 
the morning tea, much to the delight of those 
present. 

ABOVE: From left: ADFAS Rockhampton committee 
member Dorothy Khoo and 2018 co-chair Anita Mair 
congratulate Rockhampton Symphony Orchestra 
president Sian Davis on the orchestra’s A Night at the 
Proms success. ADFAS donated $500 towards the big 
event. 
BELOW:Members of the Rockhampton Symphony 
Orchestra Brass Quintet take a bow after performing 
to a most appreciative ADFAS Rockhampton audience. 
From left, Lorelle McCabe, Craig Holbeck, Peter 
McCabe, John Evenhuis and Ian Everitt. 
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Inaugural ADFAS/CQU 
student art prize 

  2018 marked the successful launch of 
the bi-annual ADFAS Rockhampton 
Student Art Prize in conjunction with 
CQUniversity. 
  It is the first time a prize has been 
awarded to a CQU visual arts students 
by ADFAS Rockhampton since its 
formation 24 years ago. 
  2018 co-chairman Lyn Harrower said 
ADFAS Rockhampton had been 
negotiating with CQU since 2017 and 
she was pleased it had finally come to 
fruition, with a Student Art Prize being 
awarded in May and October, 2018. 
  “CQU/TAFE requested that our gift be 
split into two, so that one student 
in the first half of the year and one in 
the second half of the yeas would 
benefit. 

  “The prize is a gift of $150 per 
student, with the money to be spent 
on materials to be used in their 
studies. 
  “It is not just based on academic 
ability, it is an encouragement award 
for Visual Arts students covering: 
Drawing, Painting, Printmaking and 
Jewellery (which is metalsmithing on 
a small scale. 
  “The reason the prize was split was 
that some students do six months and 
it is meant to assist them with the 
cost of their studies,’’ Lyn said. 
The first Bi-Annual ADFAS/CQU 
student prize was presented to 18-
year-old art and printmaking, 
Kimberley Evans-Barlow, during a 
ceremony and morning tea at 
CQU/TAFE campus on May 9. 
  Present at the ceremony was Peter 
Heilbuth (CQUni  Pro Vice-
Chancellor), CQU/TAFE teachers 
Patrick Connor, Lisa Gaze and Carmen 
Gray, and Visual Arts student. 

 On October 30 Lyn presented the 
second student art prize to 39-
year-old silversmithing student 
and environmental artist, Amber 
Countryman. 
Lyn said it was particularly 
pleasing to reward outstanding 
students and to provide funds to 
help them further their studies. 

 

  The 2019 ADFAS committee 
was pleased to welcome Visual 
Arts teacher Patrick Connor to 
its meeting on December 5. 
   Patrick explained the student 
art prize selection process, the 
difference between short-term 
Certificate III and long-term 
Diploma students and their 
different financial needs. He 
also answered questions from 
the committee. 
Patrick said visual arts was an 
important part of culture and 
CQUniversity was committed to 
supporting the visual arts. 
  Staff nominate who they 
consider to be the most worthy 
students across the drawing, 
painting, printmaking and 
jewellery disciplines. 
They are selected on five 
categories including dedication 
to their studies, creativity, 
innovation and commitment to 
furthering their studies as a 
future career path. 

 

Lyn Harrower (right) presents the 
first Student Arts Prize to painting 
and printmaking student Kimberley 
Evans-Barlow on May 9. 

 

 
 

From left, Lyn Harrower, Art Prize 
recipient Amber Countryman and 
CQU teacher Patrick Connor on 
October 30. 

 

 

From left, CQU teachers Lisa 
Gaze and Carmen Gray, CQU 
Pro Vice-Chancellor Peter 
Heilbuth, ADFAS art prize 
recipient Kimberley Evans-
Barlow, ADFAS co-chair Lyn 
Harrower, CQU teacher Peter 
Connor and ADFAS 
committee member Barbara 
Beak at the presentation of 
the first ADFAS Rockhampton 
bi-annual Student Arts Prize 
on May 9. 
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ADFAS in the Community: 

Church Recording Group 

By SARAH McCOSKER 

  ADFAS Rockhampton was 
pleased to be able to initiate 
the inaugural Church Recording 
Group in mid-2018.  The aim of 
the group is to give back to the 
local community by recording 
the structure and contents of 
our local churches as they are 
today.   
  Our small group of members 
was formed in June 2018 and 
we soon decided that a full 
blown Church Recording was 
perhaps not the way to start.     
AADFAS has strict guidelines for 
Church Recording projects 
which culminate with formal 
publication of the documents 
gathered.   
 So we chose to do a Church 
Study which is a more informal 
document – contents and 
structure are documented, 
alongside the social history of 
the church. 
  After some discussion, we 
agreed to study St Mark’s, 
Lanarch Street, Rockhampton as 
this church is on the market to 
be sold and therefore may soon 
be beyond our reach.  We then 
visited the church several times 
to photograph the church and 
its contents.   
  Lewis, who has a lifelong 
familiarity with the church and 
it’s parishioners, has been a 
fount of knowledge on the 
history of the church and those 
who have passed through it 
over the years.   
 
 

  We feel sure many members 
will also have stories of St 
Marks to share and will ask 
soon for your input. 
  We hope to finish the St 
Mark’s, Lanarch St, study in 
2019 and launch a Church 
Recording project later in the 
year.   
  Our group would welcome any 
other members who are 
interested to join us in our 
endeavours.  
  Please see Anita who has 
agreed to coordinate Church 
Recording/Church Study 
projects for ADFAS 
Rockhampton in 2019. 
 If you would like to know more 
about ADFAS Church Recording 
or Church Study projects, please 
go to the ADFAS.org website 
and look under the ‘What we 
do’ tab, then click on ADFAS in 
the Community and select 
Church Recording.  Here you 
will find a description of what is 
involved; a list of Churches 
recorded Australia wide and a 
sample Church Study. 
  We look forward to presenting 
the fruits of our labours to our 
members later in the year and 
hope to welcome new members 
to our small, friendly group in 
2019. 
  St Mark's Anglican Church was 
built in 1900 in the Gothic 
Revival style of architecture and 
was added to the Queensland 
Heritage Register on July 28, 
2000. 
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2019 ADFAS program 
launch February 23 

Members and guest and those new to ADFAS (Australian Decorative 
and Fine Arts) Rockhampton Inc will learn about the 2019 Rockhampton 
lecture program and our eight visiting speakers at 10.30am on 
Saturday, February 23 in the Fitzroy Room, Rockhampton Regional 
Library, Bolsover Street. 
  Six knowledgeable and entertaining speakers  from the UK and Canada 
and two Australian speakers will give illustrated lectures on a wide 
variety of topics. 
 You will learn about: Australian Aboriginal rock art; Elizabeth Taylor’s 
great love affair with jewellery; Gold of the Gods – the treasures of  
South America; The East India Company; the cult of the Pacific; 
Treasures of the Silk Road; and Victorian gardens – from Knots to 
Borders and Beyond. There is something to interest everyone in this 
year’s lecture program. All invited to attend the launch to learn more. 
 

Australian Decorative and Fine 
Arts Rockhampton Inc 

 
Chairman: Lyn Harrower 

Vice-chair: Sarah McCosker 
Secretary: Janet Gentle 

Treasurer: Bernadette Hunt 
 

ADFAS Rockhampton Inc 
PO Box 8306 

Rockhampton Qld 4700 
 

Email: 
rockhampton@adfas.org.au 

 
Web:  

www.adfas.org.au 
(Rockhampton page) 

 
Facebook: 

ADFAS Rockhampton 

 
ADFAS Inc aims to provide 

 “Knowledge through 
Enjoyment” 

Each year ADFAS invites six 
overseas and two Australian 
speakers, who are experts in 

their field, to our region. 
They deliver in-depth, 

entertaining, illustrated talks on 
every aspect of the arts. 

Be Informed, be motivated, be 
entertained and be welcomed 

into a friendly gathering of like-
minded people. 

 

MEMBERSHIPS: 2019 Membership fees are now due. All those who renew their membership by March 16 will 
be eligible for the Early Bird discount, which is: Single $140; Couple $260; Pensioner Single $135; Pensioner 
Couple $250. Memberships paid after March 17 are: Single $150; Couple $280; Pensioner Single $145; 
Pensioner Couple $270. Take advantage of the discount period and save. For visitors: $25 per lecture, $15 
child/other ADFAS society members. ADFAS Rockhampton ended the year with 80 members. As at January, 27 
membership renewals had been received. Members can pay directly into the ADFAS Rockhampton Inc bank 
account (add surname and initial to identify), fill in the Membership Form and bring it to the next meeting. 
When filling out your Form remember ADFAS Rockhampton would not exist without the tireless efforts of our 
volunteers. Yours is appreciated. 
HOME HOSTING: Secretary Janet reports there is only one lecturer left to be allocated a home host. He is 
August 31 lecturer, Leslie Primo of UK. If you can assist contact Janet. 
MORNING TEAS:  Committee member Barbara Beak is compiling a list of members who are able to supply food 
for our monthly morning teas on a rotation basis. Donations are subsidised, cakes/slices $5, a load of 
sandwiches $15. Committee Members will supply food for the February 23 launch. 
MONTHLY RAFFLE: A list is being compiled. Put your name down if you can donate a prize. 
SET UP: Assistance is greatly appreciated with the setting-up of chairs from 9am each lecture morning, assisting 
Terry and Anne with setting up for the morning tea and the packing up after the lecture. 

 

mailto:rockhampton@adfas.org.au
http://www.adfas.org.au/

