
1 | P a g e  

 

 
 

Perth, Western Australia  Newsletter 1: Autumn 2019 

 

FROM LAUNCH TO LIFT-OFF! 
 

Message from our Chair, Fiona Johnson: Welcome to the first edition of the quarterly ADFAS Perth newsletter! 
Many thanks to those of you who have been a part of the exciting journey of re-launching the ADFAS series of arts 
lectures in Perth. The rapid ascent from launch to lift-off has seen us achieve the requisite 100 members in record 
time to qualify us as a fully-fledged society in a matter of months. If you haven’t hopped on board yet, we hope to 
welcome you to our little club of art-lovers soon! 

We are thrilled that Perth is again the first stop for overseas lecturers visiting Australia. Of the 36 societies in 
Australia, we were the only capital city not to be represented but thanks to your support, that has now changed. Our 
first two lectures with Antiques Roadshow’s presenter Hilary Kay sold out so we are now well on our way! Hilary was 
a most charming and gracious lecturer and we can credit her celebrity status for our inaugural success. 

Caroline Boehm, ADFAS national Chair was also 
present and opened the first lecture series event. 
She said: “Congratulations on such a fantastic 
effort in re-igniting the ADFAS flame in Perth. Our 
organisation is lucky to have you!” 
 

WHAT’S COMING UP NEXT 

Fiona Johnson and Co Vice-Chair Kay Campbell are 
heading to Sydney in March for the 30th anniversary 
of ADFAS in Australia to learn how other 
organisations operate and spread the word. We will 
report with what we learn at this national forum in 
subsequent newsletters.  
 

In the meantime, we are looking forward to Martin 
Heard visiting in May. He's a very entertaining 
lecturer so encourage your friends to come along. 
  
This newsletter will bring you news of other benefits 
and add-on events for ADFAS members - beyond 
the renowned lecture series, which will be our 
mainstay - such as dedicated events at the Art 
Gallery of WA, artist studio visits or special 
members-only discounts like for arts film events at 
Luna Palace Cinemas. There are also ADFAS travel 
opportunities that will be available for perusal in the 
newsletters and details can always be found online 
here.  
 

We’re just deciding on the 2020 lecture series topics 
so, you’ll hear about those soon… 

 

 

https://adfastravel.com.au/
https://adfastravel.com.au/
http://www.lunapalace.com.au
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DESERT, RIVER, SEA: AGWA GUIDED TOUR 
6 and 15 April  

Desert River Sea: Portraits of the Kimberley is an exciting, experimental, and current look at Aboriginal art from the 
Kimberley, Western Australia. The show brings together over 150 new and old works that reveal the many faces and 
features of contemporary Aboriginal art from the region.  
 
This landmark exhibition celebrates the conclusion of a six-year visual arts research and 
development project between the Art Gallery of WA and Aboriginal artists and art centres in the 
Kimberley. Tickets available online here  for 11am on the 6th and here for 1pm on the 15th. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

THERE’S MORE TO COME IN THE REMAINING 

2019 LECTURES: 

 
4 May (two lectures): Martin Heard                                                     
1066 AND ALL THAT: The Bayeux Tapestry         
BOOK HERE 
WOMEN IMPRESSIONISTS: the neglected modern mistresses  
BOOK HERE 
 
 
29 Jun (two lectures): Rosalind Whyte                
BREECHES BONNETS AND BAGS:  British Fashion in Art 
through the Centuries        
BOOK HERE 
THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS, LONDON 
BOOK HERE 
 
3 Aug (two lectures): Sue Rollin           
CONSTANTINOPLE AND ISTANBUL: A Tale of Two Cities    
BOOK HERE 
EARLY TRAVELLERS AT PETRA       
BOOK HERE 
 
26 Sep: Tom Duncan       
SLEEPING BEAUTIES: THE IRISH COUNTRY HOUSE     
BOOK HERE 
 
All lectures at: 
North Metropolitan TAFE, 25 Aberdeen Street, Northbridge. 
 

To join now click here now to snap up your membership which 
covers all lectures that comprise the 2019 series. Alternatively, 
you can purchase individual lecture tickets at $25. 
 

     BUY ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP HERE NOW         
 

BOOK 

NOW! 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=480026&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=480030&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445883&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445883&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445884&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445884&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445937&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445937&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445941&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445941&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445945&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445945&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445947&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445947&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445949&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445949&
https://facebook.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0ca08f9ecca932000be256a82&id=29a258f7b3&e=36f64d8ed1
https://facebook.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0ca08f9ecca932000be256a82&id=29a258f7b3&e=36f64d8ed1
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445743&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=445743&
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Tallinn 

T R A V E L   T A L E S 

This edition’s contributor is our Co Vice-Chair, Kevin 
Jackson who visited the Baltic States earlier this year. 

 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania are three tiny 
countries that have survived hundreds of years of 
wars with their larger neighbours who coveted 
access to the ocean.  
 
The capitals of Tallinn (Estonia), Riga (Latvia) and 
Vilnius (Lithuania) all boast charming old town 
centres with gracious buildings, cobbled streets, 
market squares, chiming clock towers and churches 
with spires and onion domes. Since their 
independence from Russia about 25 years ago, a 
massive programme of renovation has taken place 
and it’s gratifying to see many buildings being 
returned to their former glory. 
 
Tallinn, the smallest of the capitals, has a lovely 
market square and a town hall built in the 1300s. 
The old city is perched high on a rocky promontory 
and has a superb Russian Orthodox Cathedral which 
Stalin threatened to demolish. When I was there, it 
was a wonderland lightly dusted in snow. 
 
Riga is perhaps the most appealing of the three 
cities with a river (more like a canal) that runs 
through the old town, which was frozen on my visit. 
The city has glorious buildings including a most 
impressive Opera House. The restored Art Nouveau 
district was a delight to behold with mansion after 

mansion in hues of blue, green and pink. The new 10-
storey National Library building offers sweeping views of 
the old town.  
 
I think it’s unfair that Vilnius does not attract as much 
attention as the other Baltic state capitals. It has a 
gracious old town, a castle, an interesting cathedral and 
Lithuania's history is fascinating. When the Duchy of 
Lithuania and The Kingdom of Poland were one, their 
territory stretched from the Baltic to the Black Sea. On a 

 
Vilnius 

more sombre note, a visit to the old Russian KGB headquarters is a must to understand what these people have 
experienced. By the time the Russians arrived during WW2, the Germans had cleared the country of most of the 
Jewish population, so they concentrated on dissidents to Communism with unbelievable cruelty. 

 
Riga 

Traveling between the three countries is easy; Luxe Express offers a fast, 
clean and reliable bus service; some even with business class! For those 
seeking a quiet, charming visit to old Europe, free of the crowds of the 
larger centres like Paris and Rome, the Baltic States are for you. 

 
 

 If you have some arty travel tales to tell or recommendations from your latest 
jaunts, we’d love to hear them!  

Please send us 350 words maximum with a few jpg format  
photos to perth@adfas.org.au. 

 



4 | P a g e  

 

A D F A S    P E R T H   I N   P I C T U R E S 

 
February 2019: Guy de la Bodeyere lecture event. 

     
February 2019: Inaugural Hilary Kay lectures. 

     
November 2018: Garden party launch event! 

KEEPING UP WITH ADFAS 

PERTH 

View the ADFAS Perth 2019 lecture 
programme here. 

See our latest event photos here. 

This newsletter is quarterly. For more 
regular news subscribe to our eNews 
here and/or join the ADFAS Perth 
Facebook group here. 

Contact us: 
ADFAS Perth  
PO Box 7072 
Shenton Park WA 6008 
Email: perth@adfas.org.au 

 

WHO WE ARE 

The nucleus of the ADFAS Perth Steering Committee was formed from 
some former Friends of the Art Gallery of Western Australia’s Council 
members who fondly recalled the joy of ADFAS lectures past. The impetus 
though came from a chance meeting between the now ADFAS Perth 
Chair, Fiona Johnson and former FAGWA photographer, Christina Backus. 
Chrissie had recently visited her sister in Narrabri, rural New South Wales 
where they have an active ADFAS society. The rest is now history! 
 
The Steering Committee members are:  
Chair: Fiona Johnson 
Vice Chairs: Kevin Jackson and Kay Campbell 
Treasurer: Peter Farr 
Secretary: Denise Ellis Brice 
Marketing: Leanne Casellas 
Committee members: Allan Green, Mariana Atkins and Lynda Blum 
 
Special thanks to Lorna White who assisted with getting ADFAS Perth off 
the ground and has now stepped back to watch it 
flourish safe in the knowledge it’s in good hands. 
Thank you Lorna! 
 
ADFAS Perth is a wholly volunteer organisation. If you 
have a valuable skill set, please let us know how you 
could help – we would love to hear from you! 

 

 

https://www.adfas.org.au/societies/western-australia/perth/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/647781272270858/photos/?filter=albums
http://eepurl.com/dGdIz9
https://www.facebook.com/groups/647781272270858/

