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Great things have been happening in our Society.  

We began our year with a terrific Lecture by Hilary Kay which attracted what may 

have been the biggest attendance ever. Everyone agreed it was a marvellous night.  

During her Lecture Hilary mentioned a film about the art forgery of Wolfgang 

Beltracchi, entitled: “The Art of Forgery”. Several members have asked for the  

reference. It can be found on Utube:  https://youtu.be/XLXC60xnazk  

See also Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfgang_Beltracchi 
      

A couple of days later 40 of our members went to her Interest Day in Central  

Victoria, some of us by mini bus. There we enjoyed several talks about the history of 

the Antiques Roadshow and in the afternoon, a Mini Antiques Roadshow to which 

members had brought various interesting antiques. It was a highly entertaining day and the first time we have combined with 

Central Victoria to put on a full Interest Day.  We are indebted to the Central Victorian Chair and Committee for making 

the day such a success. 
    

Our membership for the year is very pleasing. We have 250 members in total, 40 of them new members. 27 of those new 

members came to the New Members night held at Veronica Rickard’s home, and it was wonderful to meet them. For those 

of you who were not able to attend, do remember that you can go to the Lectures of other Victorian Societies (or indeed 

any other Societies) if you wish. Details of the programmes of other Societies are on the website. 
    

I myself went to the Mornington Society’s Lecture on Gaudi and the completion of the Sagrada Familia by Mark Burry AO, 

Architect, who has spent his life completing Gaudi’s work. It was a fascinating Lecture. Of course, you need to notify the 

relevant Society in advance that you wish to attend. 
   

Melbourne ADFAS is so pleased to have new members, but we also celebrate the fact that we have many, many members 

who have been loyal over the 32 years we have been in existence. Many have served on our Committee, and our founding 

member (and only Life Member) Gwenda Robb, still comes to most of our Lectures.  

 

 April 2
The quest for his masterpiece: Painted four years after Eugene  

von Guerard arrived in Australia to try his luck at the Victorian goldfields, 

and arguably this Austrian-born artist’s masterpiece, View of Geelong 

[1856] is a triumph of the German Romantic style applied to the  

interpretation of a “new world” vista. 

This lecture examines not only von Guerard’s travels and work in Australia, 

and his achievement as the foremost painter of the colonial period, but  

traces also the unusual provenance of the painting from its early purchase by 

one of the country’s leading pastoralists, its eventual, and surprise,  

acquisition in 1996 by Andrew Lloyd Webber and finally, the high-profile  

hair-raising campaign in 2006 to raise funds to secure it for an Australian public collection, namely the Geelong Art Gallery, 

when Lord Lloyd-Webber offered it for sale through Christie’s.   

Geoffrey Edwards, Arts Advisor, Curator and Lecturer, was  for many years, Director of the  

Geelong Art Gallery, one of Australia’s oldest and largest regional galleries. Previously he had held  

Senior Curatorial positions at the National Gallery of Victoria where he was in charge of the  

collections of International and Australian sculpture and Melbourne’s celebrated holdings of ancient, 

antique and modern glass. Geoffrey’s professional affiliations, here and abroad, are extensive. He has 

authored various monographs, numerous exhibition catalogues and regularly contributes to journals in 

Australia, Japan, Britain and the US.  While at the Geelong Gallery, Geoffrey was  a driving force in  the 

project to expand Geelong Gallery’s historic building within the redevelopment of Geelong’s entire art  

precincts. This will be Geoffrey’s seventh presentation to ADFAS Melbourne. 

https://youtu.be/XLXC60xnazk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfgang_Beltracchi
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  Tour Leader—Michael Turner 

GGREATREAT  GGARDENSARDENS    
OFOF  CCORNWALLORNWALL  & D& DEVONEVON  

Godolphin House / Scilly’s Tresco Abbey Gardens 
The Lost Gardens of Heligan / Sir Tim Smit’s Eden Project 

Trematon Castle / Wildside, Buckland Monachorum 
Lanhydrock / Montecute House / Rosemoor 

https://adfastravel.com.au/tours/great-gardens-cornwall-devon 

AN ANCIENT CULTURE ERASED... 
 

Lost to time… 

Some of Djulfa’s 
thousands of 

khachkars before 
their destruction, 

the majority of 

which were  
erected in  

the 16th century  
© Argam Ayvazyan 

archives, 1970-1981 

 

According to a report in the art journal Hyperallergic  

“the 21st century’s most extensive campaign of cultural cleansing to 

date may not have happened in Syria, as you might assume, but in 

a largely ignored part of the Transcaucasian plateau.” 

While still a teenager Argam Ayvazyan started photographing 

and documenting his heritage in 1970: including 89 medieval 

Armenian Churches and 5,840 intricate khachkars, These 

treasures were located in Nakhchivan, a part of Azerbaijan. 

The medieval necropolis of Djulfa alone counted 10,000 

khachkars, some two metres tall with the earliest dating back 

to the 6thC. Along with the churches, that these monuments 

ever existed, is now flatly denied by the ruling regime.  

www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/mar/01/monumental-loss-

azerbaijan-cultural-genocide-khachkars  

AN ARTIST I MISSED. . .D ID YOU? 

 
1994 ADFAS MELBOURNE DONATION 

Trevor ‘Turbo’ Brown 1967-2017 

Turbo playfully painted Australian flora, 

fauna and landscape. For him they bridged 

the gap between his spirituality of culture 

(dreaming) and reality. A Latje Latje man 

from Mildura, Turbo spent much of the last 

15 years of his life homeless in the streets 

of inner Melbourne and Brunswick. Most of 

his paintings were sold cheaply to those 

passing by. Now they are collector items! 

MELBOURNE CHOIRS SING BACH 
 

‘Macedon’ 1872 

In 1994 ADFAS Melbourne raised $3200 for the purchase  

of the above rare drawing by the Swiss artist,  

Abram-Louis Buvelot (1814-1888).   

The 25.8 x 36.5cm pencil on cream paper work of art  

was donated to the State Library of Victoria  

...where it remains in obscurity.  

Does anyone remember the story of this purchase?  

Its former owner? How the project came to ADFAS? 

The occasion of the donation? 

Melbourne Chamber Choir  

3.00pm —Saturday 13th April 

Toorak Uniting Church, 603 Toorak Rd 

tickets $30-$50 

www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=463323& 
 

Melbourne Bach Choir    

2.30pm—Friday, 19th April 

Melbourne Recital Centre 

tickets $35-$125 

www.melbournerecital.com.au/events/2019/st-matthew-passion/ 
 

Australian Chamber Choir    

 
3.00pm—Sunday, 28th April  

 Scots Church, Collins St 

tickets $20-$90 

www.auschoir.org/book-now/ 
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