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NEWSLETTER       
 
    

From the chair 

Dear Members and Friends, 

What a most enjoyable start to our 2019 series on 9th with Hilary 
Kay talking on Thomas Chippendale’s “rags to rags” life story.  It 
was lovely to see familiar faces returning for yet another ADFAS year 
and to see new faces starting, what I hope they will find, is an enjoyable relationship with 
Camden ADFAS.   As often happens at the beginning of each year, we were slightly 
down on members attending our first lecture.  No doubt a sign of what busy lives we all 
lead. However, we did have a significant number of guests which was very pleasing.  We 
also have several members whose health precluded their attendance and I look forward 
to seeing them again at our meetings soon.     

Hilary was impressed with “the enthusiastic and efficient ADFAS Camden team” and 
asked me to “please pass on my gratitude to everybody else involved in making Michael 
and me so welcome in Camden.”  Hilary enjoyed mingling with members and guests 
which added to the enjoyment of the afternoon.    

Our first Young Arts event for this year on Sunday 17th March was highly successful with 
40 youngsters and their parents/grandparents enjoying the music of the Fisher’s Ghost 
Youth Orchestra under the baton of Maestro David Griffin.  David finished the afternoon 
by offering youngsters the opportunity of having a picture taken with their favourite 
instrument and some were able to “play” their favourite instrument too.  Some of the very 
young attendees actually slept through what, at times, was a pretty noisy performance.  
However, I’m sure an introduction to orchestra music at such a young age is an 
advantage in later life. Thanks to Pam Hartley, Linda Inglis and Peter Claxton for their 
assistance on the day.    

Thank you to those members who returned the questionnaire on Artlife magazine.   I will 
be attending the ADFAS Conference & AGM in Sydney on 28th & 29th March and will be 
reporting the results of your questionnaire.  I will also be attending the ADFAS 30th 
Anniversary Cocktail Party.   

We have been advised of our 2020 lecturers and your committee is now looking at 
choosing our Special Interest Programme lecturers.  It only seems like yesterday that we 
were choosing our 2019 Special Interest Programme topics.  

Our next lecture by our own Dr Rodna Siebels is rapidly approaching on 6th April 
(Camden Show weekend), closely followed in May by our second Young Arts event for 
this year. Our sponsorship of the Marjory Baker Youth Award for 16-25 year olds in 
conjunction with Camden Art Prize is another highlight in our year and I encourage you 
all to visit the Camden Art Prize in May.     

Also, don’t forget to visit the Camden Library for the March Artists of the Month exhibition.    

Our first Special Interest evening for this year is Friday 31st May with details appearing 
later in this newsletter.  There is certainly a lot to look forward to in the coming months. 
Sincerely,                                                

Carla, 

Carla Hill, Chairman 

2019 LECTURE SERIES 

(Visitors most welcome - 
booking required) 

Lecture 2: 

DESCRIPTION DE 
L’EGYPTE 

Napoleon in Egypt 1798-1801

Presented by: 

Dr RODNA SIEBELS 

Saturday 06 April 2019 
4 for 4.30 pm 

Carrington Recreation Centre 
Gate 2, 90 Werombi Road, 

Grasmere NSW 2570 

******************************* 

Lecture 3: 

1066 AND ALL THAT 
The Bayeux Tapestry – what 

does it really depict? 

Presented by: 

MARTIN HEARD 

Saturday 01 June 2019 
4 for 4.30 pm 

Carrington Recreation Centre 
Gate 2, 90 Werombi Road, 

Grasmere NSW 2570 

Number: 1903            (104) 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

I am delighted to report that we are welcoming eight 
new members to ADFAS Camden this year.   

SANDRA BAIRD 
NGAIRE THORN 
ANGELA THORNTON 
GREG & LUISA PENMAN 
CLIFF REECE 
JO WONG 
SUE LIGHT 

I am also happy that we are welcoming back: 

 LEONE FLAY 
 MARGARET THORNTON.  

I trust that they will enjoy their membership of 
ADFAS Camden and I am sure you will all make 
them feel ‘at home’ when you meet them at one of 
our lectures. 

Susan Zamudio 
Membership Secretary 

T: 0499 636 885; E: scherbs@bigpond.com 
 
 

 

Friday 31st MAY 
TWO‐LECTURE 

SPECIAL INTEREST PROGRAMME 
5.30 for 6.00 pm, Carrington Recreation Hall  

90 Werombi Road, Grasmere 

Not tonight Joséphine 
Empress Joséphine Bonaparte (1763-

1814), first wife and consort of 
Napoleon, was a highly significant 
figure in her own right in post-
Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
France.  

Lecture 1:  Will introduce us to 
Joséphine, her relationship with 

Napoleon, her patronage of artists & the decorative arts, 
and the British satirical prints that used her to attack 
Napoleon. Lecture 2:  Will introduce us to the Château de 
Malmaison, and Joséphine’s impressive art collection. 

           Presented by: 
               MARTIN HEARD 
Art historian specialising in English and French 18th and 
19th Century art and architecture 

VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME 
MEMBERS $45: VISITORS $50 

 (Price includes a light meal between lectures)  
BOOKING ESSENTIAL (by 24th May 2019):  
 For bookings or further information, ring: 

 Linda:  0428 825 386 or Susan:  0499 636 885 

As Chairman Carla has mentioned, our first Young Arts event 
for this year, the 8th Camden Kiddies’ Concert, was held on 
Sunday 17th March.  

Despite early misgivings about ticket sales, the concert was 
again a resounding success and the Ferguson Gallery at the 
Civic Centre was filled to capacity with 40 youngsters and 
around 80 parents/grandparents enjoying the music of the 
Fisher’s Ghost Youth Orchestra led by Maestro David Griffin. 

The kiddies – and their oldies – thoroughly enjoyed the 
programme, with David introducing the various instruments of 
the orchestra and the sounds they make, followed by the 
orchestra playing a selection of tunes familiar to most of the 
audience, who were encouraged to join in from time to time. 

It was pleasing to see that the orchestra has gained a number 
of new members and is also now augmented by a group of 
eight ‘junior’ members. 

This year, at the end of the performance, the young audience 
members were encouraged to come up and have their 
photograph taken with their ‘favourite’ instrument – a very 
popular and noisy innovation with both kiddies and ‘oldies’. 

Once again ADFAS Camden was pleased to make a donation 
of $500 to the Fisher’s Ghost Youth Orchestra and to 
acknowledge the support of Camden Council and Macarthur 
Anglican School. Thanks also to Butterflies of Camden 
Florists for the donation of 2 floral boxes as lucky ticket prizes.  

 

 

8th Annual: 

CAMDEN KIDDIES CONCERT 
Featuring: FISHER’S GHOST YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

Conducted by DAVID GRIFFIN 
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Whilst Sydney’s weather forecast was for a very hot and humid 
day, we arrived in Canberra to a balmy 24OC. with a smorgasbord 
of choices of how to spend our time:   the Australian War 
Museum, the National Museum, the Museum of Australian 
Democracy (MoAD) also known as the Old Parliament House, the 
National Library and the NGA.  

Maureen and I began our adventure at the MoAD.  I was looking 
forward to seeing the Bald Archies, but they were not in 
residence.  We paid the exorbitant price of $1.00 admission.  
Briefly, we looked at King’s Hall, the Senate Chamber, where the 
attendant pointed out the Queen’s Chair, which only the Queen 
can sit on.  It has a crown carved into the woodwork.  And no, we 
were not allowed to sit on it.  I found the rooms a little on the 
dark side, which was the result of the wood panelling and 
reduced lighting to save the artefacts. 

We viewed the President of the Senate’s Suite and the dress-up 
apparel, but did not feel the need to participate.  The Peace 
Quilts represented the Uniting Declaration of Human Rights.  
Embroidery artists from 21 countries took part.  Last but not 
least we enjoyed Behind the lines - the year’s best political 
cartoons. Any one of the topics illustrated would probably fill a 
historian’s book in the future, and yet one immediately 
understood the essence of what had been said and imagined the 
uproar in Parliament.  I loved it. 

We actually began our visit with lunch at the Hoi Polloi 
restaurant which surrounded a garden square.  For the grand 
sum of $14.50 we enjoyed Roast Turkey (turkey roll – cheating), 
with lots of delicious vegetables with white sauce.   

The MoAD was worth a visit, if only to grasp the compactness of 
the working space our representatives worked in. 

From there, a walk through the Rose Gardens took us to the 
National Library with the presentation: Beauty Rich and Rare - 
Illuminating the natural beauty of Australia through the eyes of 
Joseph Banks – “An immersive sound and light experience that 
invites visitors to feel the excitement and wonder of Banks and 
his team of botanists”. 

The presentation alone was fascinating before one grasped the 
essence of the contents.  It depicted the first voyage of James 
Cook paid for by the Royal Navy and Royal Society: an expedition 
to the south Pacific (1768-1771) to observe the transit of Venus 
across the Sun and to seek evidence of the postulated Terra 
Australis or unknown southern land.  With Cook were Joseph 
Banks and Daniel Solander, the most eminent botanists of their 
day.  Banks also contributed to the cost of the voyage. 

This was presented on 5 very large screens commencing with an 
explanation of how they determined latitude without a 
chronometer.  Even the maths and algebra was interesting 
considering that these subjects were not taught to girls when I 
was at school.  I have since decided that I was born too early to 
have missed such interesting subjects.  It was amazing how 
simple their instruments were and how much they gleaned from 
them. 

After their visit to Tahiti they sailed west to see what they 
could find and they found New Zealand, thinking it was the great 
southern land, until they discovered that New Zealand consisted 
of two large islands.  Moving further west they discovered Terra 
Australis.  Because Cook had to carry out repairs to the 
Endeavour, Banks and Solander had time to discover the 
beautiful fauna of Australia, which they meticulously drew on 
paper.  We learned that the drawings were in black and white 
which they coloured later from memory.  Across the screen 
their artwork flew, enlarged in a way we had not seen before.  
The details were simply marvellous.  No wonder the exhibition 
was named Beauty Rich and Rare.  The wonderful presentation 
was rich and a rare experience of what we take for granted.  
The show was so enchanting that we watched it twice!  

As we made our way to the entrance, we were greeting with 3 
very large tapestries above the doors.  These were made from 
Merino wool crafted in Belgium. 

 
You can glean more information on the web. 

The first tapestry depicts the radio telescope at 
Woomera, representing the technological times in 
which the Library was built. Woomera was NASA’s 
first deep-space station located outside of the United 
States.  

The middle tapestry depicts Australian flora and fauna. 
The two-metre parrot represents ‘Terra Psittacorum’ 
or ‘Land of Parrots’—a name given to the Australian 
region in early navigational charts. 

The third tapestry has a multitude of themes:  the 
Great Barrier Reef, tropical Australia, the Sydney 
Opera House and urban life. The ram’s head stands for 
wool, Australia’s major export at the time, with the 
brown representing the land. 

Annual Coach Trip to Canberra 
12/13 February – A Report 

Brigitte Wilkinson 
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We also saw the 16 Stained-glass Windows (1967) 
which were made in Belgium from French chunk glass 
and concrete, 345 x 130 x 5cm (each window).  For 
more information see the web.  It’s worth reading the 
details. 

The coach delivered us to the refurbished Diplomat 
Hotel.  Its architecture was not Bauhaus nor 
Edwardian, but somewhere in between.  Very beautiful.  
We were greeted with a cold glass of water and Apple 
juice.  The interior consisted of a large atrium (the 
restaurant) and rooms were to the right and left. Some 
of us chose to eat at the hotel, whilst others wandered 
to nearby eateries.  The rooms were very comfortable. 

The following day we visited the NGA to view the Love 
and Desire exhibition on loan from the Tate Gallery, 
London.   

Time to let others speak of their experiences.   

Maureen.  It is wonderful to be in Canberra again at 
the end of a long hot summer.  My favourite was the 
Love and Desire exhibition and I was struck by their 
beauty and wonderful frames.  Absolutely breath-
taking.  It is too difficult to say which of the other 
exhibitions was really my favourite.  James Turrell’s 
permanent Skyspace exhibition was brilliant, as were 
the Australian Impressionists, such as Arthur 
Streeton, Frederick McCubbin and Tom Roberts. 

Colleen.  I re-visited the National Museum and was 
able to more fully enjoy the exhibits in a relaxed way. 
Love and Desire - brought my previous knowledge of 
the artists as individuals into focus as a group.  I really 

appreciated being able to join Camden ADFAS for the 
visit to Canberra. 

Marie.  I had a wonderful day at the War Memorial 
looking at the new additions and enjoyed a 2 hour lunch 
at Poppy’s. The Love and Desire exhibition at the NGA 
was spectacular and listening to a lady giving 
information about the paintings gave me a new insight 
to how they were done.  Truly beautiful. 

Kathleen.  The Australian War Memorial was quite an 
emotional experience for me.  War was never discussed 
in my home even though my uncle perished in WWII.  I 
learned a lot in such a short time.  Thank you for the 
opportunity. 

Pauline and Colin.  What a brilliant trip.  Four (4) 
hours in the War Museum enjoying a beautifully set out 
story of the wars our country has been involved in. We 
dined at the beautifully and brilliantly renewed (Art 
Nouveau Style) Diplomat Hotel.  A great choice of 
food.  Outstanding was the cheese platter and the 
Coefield of Wahcunya Sav Blanc. Love and Desire.  The 
exhibition was filled with the beauty and form of pre-
Raphaelite women.  Exquisite!  That’s how to paint a 
woman Picasso!!  Weather: from dust storm to chill 
winds off the snow sprinkled Alps.  Well done Pam, 
Carla and Stuart.   

Margaret and Robert.  An enjoyable two days with 
good company.  The Diplomat Hotel – very comfortable 
bed and room.  Lovely attentive staff.  Good food. 
Excellent exhibition at the NGA and enjoyed the 
Joseph Banks display at the National Library.  We also 
found the displays at the National Museum interesting 
and the food was well worth the visit. 

Jill.  A very delightful trip with superb ambience.  You 
are all lovely people.  The accommodation was excellent.  
The trip was well organised – thank you Pam for your 
organisational skills and thank you Carla and Ian for 
looking after us. Australian Museum.  Excellent 
afternoon exploring sections not seen before.  360º 
vision goggles experience of Antarctica was a joy. Love 
and Desire.  An excellent exhibition, worth a second 
visit!  A good browse through at one’s own pace.  I also 
enjoyed the peace of the gallery.  

Rosemary.  The High Court was a highlight for me, 
especially the display of the Australians of the Year; 
visiting Antarctica through 360º vision goggles and the 
Diplomat Hotel. Love and Desire.  A relaxing walk 
through this beautiful exhibition and time to enjoy 
other exhibits at the NGA.  

Flora.  Highlight for me was Love and Desire.  So well 
displayed and such wonderful art.  Also enjoyed the 
National Museum, though found the exhibits a bit 
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complicated being on two levels. The Diplomat Hotel 
was very comfortable and all eateries were a good 
choice. 

Patricia.  It’s ages since I visited the National Museum 
with its extensive galleries.  I especially liked the 
exhibition showcasing aboriginal culture.  The woven 
fish traps and stone tools were of particular interest. 
Love and Desire from the Tate in London was 
magnificent.  It was interesting to compare the 
intricate techniques with the Australian Impressionists 
painted at about the same time.  Interesting 
interpretation of the attitude to women and their 
place in society.   

Brigitte.  Love and Desire I enjoyed, but strangely 
Blue Poles (seen many times) touched me more.  I had 
an emotional response to Blue Poles, but not to Love 
and Desire.  My final response: having spent 2 days in 
Canberra I felt I had been on a week’s holiday.  Thank 
you, Pam, Carla and Peter.  
 

 
44th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
CAMDEN ART PRIZE 2019 

Presented by 

THE CAMDEN ART 
PRIZE COMMITTEE INC.  

ABN 83 059 610 350 

to be held at the 

CAMDEN CIVIC CENTRE 
CAMDEN 

 
This year’s exhibition will be OFFICIALLY OPENED at 
8.00 pm on Friday 3rd May 2019 by eminent journalist, 
author, biographer, historian and filmmaker: 

ROBERT MACKLIN 

Robert Macklin has a unique place among Australia’s 
literary biographers and historians with 

major publications ranging from Dark 
Paradise, exposing the horror of 
colonial sadism on the penal colony of 
Norfolk Island to his Warrior Elite, the 
history of Australia’s Special Forces 
which has become required reading in 

the fields of Military Security and 
Intelligence.  

He has numerous literary prizes to his name including, 
among others, the 2009 Blake Dawson award with Peter 
Thompson for the classic The Big Fella – the Rise and 
Rise of BHP Billiton. He has completed a lecture tour of 
three Chinese universities based on his works and is 

presently writing a history of Australia/China relations over 
the last 200 years. 

Born in Queensland, he has been a journalist at the 
highest level, a confidant and biographer of two Australian 
prime ministers; a documentary filmmaker in 32 countries 
of Asia and the Pacific; and is also political columnist and 
commentator in Canberra. 

2019 JUDGES 

WARWICK FULLER FRAS NSW 

An Australian artist with an impressive resume, including 
numerous awards and over 60 one-person exhibitions. He 
has twice been the official Australian tour artist for Prince 
Charles who has collected ten of his paintings. He has 
works in galleries in London and throughout Australia, as 
well as in private, corporate and institutional collections in 
Australia and overseas. Living in Little Hartley, he is 
known for his plein air work with a career spanning over 
35 years. 

CATHERINE HARRY 

A Sydney based artist who studied at the National Art 
School in Sydney, UTS and the Julian Ashton Art School. 
She has been exhibiting professionally for 30 years in 
commercial galleries and art exhibitions and has won 
numerous awards. Her paintings are drawn from the visual 
experience of life on a sensory and emotional level, her 
style oscillating between figurative and abstraction.   

HAMISH TA-MÉ - Photography 

A commercial photographer, Hamish is an accredited 
judge working with state and national competitions and 
awards.  His arts practice focuses on installation and new 
media works and he exhibits regularly, most recently at 
the National Portrait Gallery, Canberra. Early on he 
worked in Milan and Amsterdam shooting fashion, and 
continued in this vein on his return to Australia. He worked 
as a sessional lecturer for ten years at the Australian 
Centre for Photography (Fashion), TAFE and private 
colleges. He is currently head of Marketing and 
communications at the Casula Powerhouse Museum. 
 
The Exhibition is open from Friday evening 3rd May to 
Friday evening 10th May. Don’t forget to visit the exhibition 
at which ADFAS Camden sponsors the: 

MARJORY BAKER MEMORIAL YOUTH AWARD $750 
 

For further information and entry forms  
contact 

SUSAN ZAMUDIO Ph: (02) 4655 1144 
ROSEMARY BECKINSALE Ph: (02) 4655 9695 

Email: entries@camdenartprize.com.au 
or visit us online at 

www.camdenartprize.com.au 
Facebook: Camdenartprize 
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FAS Travel on the website, they are to be privacy  

 

 

Vale Edmund Capon AM OBE 
  
Edmund Capon, the much admired and 
distinguished Art Gallery of New South 
Wales director from 1978-2011 has 
passed away in England after a battle 
with melanoma.  Edmund was well 
known for his outgoing warmth and 
charm, and his mischievous sense of 
humour; his lively intelligence, 
enthusiasm for art and his dedication to 
the Art Gallery and the AG Society.  

He will be remembered for a stellar art career over three 
decades that included outstanding professional 
achievements, especially in the field of Asian art; the 
successful expansion and improvement of the Art 
Gallery of New South Wales, and his original and 
inspirational approach to museum leadership, that 
influenced many in the Australian arts community. 

Edmund was the very first President of ADFAS, a role 
for which he was cheerfully volunteered by his wife 
Joanna when her friend, Pat Robertson, told her that she 
was setting up a Decorative & Fine Arts Society in 
Sydney. He has been an important, and beloved, part of 
the ADFAS story ever since. His charm, intellect, and 
irrepressible sense of fun is a great loss to us all. 

ADFAS Blue Mountains:  
Next lecture: Friday 22nd March at 2.00 pm, Wentworth Falls 
School of Arts. Great Western Highway, Wentworth Falls  
Dr Jacqueline Cockburn will present ‘Emerging from the 
Shadows: Goya’s Self Portraits’. 
(Contact:  Sharryn Ryan 0410 580 257) 
 

ADFAS Bowral & District:   
Next lecture: Wednesday 10th April at 10.30 am, and at 6.00 pm 
in the Ballroom, Annesley, Westwood Drive, Bowral  
Dr Karen Pearlman will present ‘Australian film: defining 
moments in our national cinema’. 
(Contact:  Paul Nemeth on 0414 925 035)  
Canberra:   
Next lecture: Tuesday 20th May at 6.00 pm at The National 
Library of Australia 
Martin Heard will present ‘Nelson’s Mistress and Artists’ 
Muse – The life, times and reputation of Lady Emma 
Hamilton’.  
(Contact:  Marcel Dimo on 0451 681 473) 

ADFAS Ku-ring-gai: 
Next lecture: Wednesday 3rd April at Zenith Theatre, Chatswood 
at 10.30 am and at 6.00 pm.  
Elizabeth Ann Macgregor will present ‘From Pariah to 
Popular’.  
(Contact:  Lynette Davenport on (02) 9438 4090) 

ADFAS Molonglo Plains:   
Next lecture:  Thursday 28th March, Queanbeyan Kangaroos 
Leagues Club, cnr Stuart St & Richards Ave at 2.00 pm 
Phillip Bailey will present ‘Fabulous Fiddles’.  
(Contact:  Helen Paterson on 0438 627 057)  

ADFAS Newcastle:   
Next lecture:  Monday 25th March, at the Hunter School of 
Performing Arts, Lambton Rd, Broadmeadow at 6.30 pm 
Dr Jacqueline Cockburn will present ‘Emerging from the 
Shadows: Goya’s Self Portraits’.  
(Contact:  Kathy Heinrich on (02) 4927 8053) 

ADFAS Pokolbin:  
Next lecture: Monday 25th March at 7.00 pm in Cessnock 
Performing Arts Centre, corner of Vincent St & Aberdare Rd, 
Cessnock. 
Prof Peter McNeil will present ‘Reigning Men: Fashion in 
Menswear 171502015 – Story of an Exhibition’.  
(Contact: Tracey Seath on 0417 489 635) 

ADFAS Scone 
Next lecture: Tuesday 9th April at 6.00 pm at Scone Arts & 
Crafts Hall, Kingdon Street, Scone  
Fran Wachtel will present ‘Creative Bill Paying’.      
(Contact: Kerry Cooke on 0428 458 141) 

ADFAS Shoalhaven 
Next lecture:  Thursday 28th March at 7.30 pm at the Berry 
School of Arts, 19 Alexandra St, Berry.  
Sylvia Sagona will present ‘Acquired Taste: The Invention of 
the Restaurant in 19th Century Paris’. 
(Contact: Ted Jarrett on 02 4464 3242)  

Programmes & contact details for ALL Societies are 
available on the ADFAS website: www.adfas.org.au 

 

Editor  Honorary Secretary 
Peter Claxton  Linda Inglis 
4655 9781  0428 825 386 

pclaxton8@bigpond.com  linda.inglis@westnet.com.au 
               ADFAS CAMDEN Inc.     .PO Box 146 Camden  NSW  2570   

 

 

WHAT’S ON AT OTHER SOCIETIES? 


