ADEAS in the Commmnity

ADAMINABY NSW .

Name: Adaminaby School of Artsand Memorial Hall

Address: Denison Street Adaminaby, 2629

The Town:

Adaminaby is situated in the Snowy River Shire, about 160 kilometreswsegthof

Canberra and, at an elevation of 1,017 metres above sea level, is one of the highest towns in
Australia. Prior to the arrival of European settierthe 1830s, for thousands of years the

Snowy Mountains region was an important meeting place for the Aborigines of the
Adaminaby and surrounding districts who gathered in the summer in their many hundreds to
feast on Bogong moths. The practice survivetll around 1865. Adaminaby is an aboriginal
word meaning 61 I|ie herebo.

The goldrush at nearby Kiandra in 1860 brought 10,000 miners to the area and, as a result,
Adaminaby (sometimes referred to as Seymour, the name of the Parish) developed as an

agriml tural centre with sheep and cBythéeture as t h
of the century with a brickworks, two butter factories, several dairies and a coppermine at

nearby Kyloe, Adaminaby rivaled Cooma in size and was descrilsdartide written for
theTown and Countryournali n 1904 as having 6splendid pla
oats, wheat and rye. Cattle and sheep fat, dairy farms prospering all round and animal life in
abundancebo.

The town continued to grow and prosper an@mwhn 1949, Prime Minister Ben Chifley
announced the construction of the Snowy Mountains Higdloe ct r i ¢ Sc heme é é
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fi &€ people were stunned by the news that their fertile flat ground with its lush, green
pastoral country situated between the Eucumbene andumbidgee Rivers, and divided

into somany farms that not only bred the best sheep and cattle but also employed so many
people from the town, was to become thgiibfor the huge Adaminaby Dam

(The Drowning of Old AdamingbAnita Stewart and Kathleen Cossettini

HISTORIC ADAMINABY (Original) EARLY DAYS

ST ADAMINABY,

Boiler on way to Kyloe copper mine

It would be nearly eight years of watching the giant efiltédd retaining wall built and

mountain waters creep up the valley before the people of Adaminaby, numbering some 700,
would be relocated to a site higher ground about six miles away. Over a hundred

buildings, including the School of Arts hall, were transported asrdree ct ed i n t he 0
Adaminaby.

A number of homes unaffected by the rise in water remained in situ and today are part of the

toun st village now called Ol d Adaminaby after
faled. ( 6 Map Btcumkene and Environsdé published b
1960).The cemetery also remained above water on a peninsula linked by landéovtbite,

and as reported inan articleinther st r al i an Wb I4dMaréh 4956)Venabled y

6t hose who die in the future to join those w
Adaminaby stockman thought to have been the inspirationforA. Banj o) Patt er s«
ballad 6 TheoMa®snbwy Riverd is buried there.



Known as th&rout Fishing Capital of Australigthe present township is located on the e
Snowy Mountains Highway and is a service point for Mt Selwyn Snowfields and themmorth -}
skifields. With a population according to the 2011 Census of 226 people, Adaminaby is a ‘
popular tourist base for bustalkers, horse riders and cressuntry skiers. It is home to the

recently restored 10 metrei gh 0 Bi g Tr out 6 Hmgaeaabomdndpy | oc \a I
Lomnici. Another attraction is the Snowy Scheme Museum that was opened in October 2011 |
and features an extensive collection of memorabilia highlighting the achievements of the .
engineers, workers and machinery that built the hyieotic scheme. ﬁ|
Establishment: 19021 1911:

Anita Stewart came across the very first minute book of the School of Arts committee when she was
cleaning up Leo Stewartdéds shop in readiness for
to decipher but pragded the following information that Anita recorded in an unpublished article held

by the Stewarts Gallery Adaminaby. The notes give some clues about the original School of Arts
building.

During a visit to the Monaro in 1902 by parliamentarian G. H. Reid,
(former Premier of NSW and future Prime Minister of Austral&)ecial
meeting was convened by residents of Adaminaby at the Rosd kot
discuss the establishment of a School of Arts institute. The Minutes di;
not record the names of all present but included Dr Cassidy who was
appointed secretary, nominated by Mr Brdhead.

Public Trustees for the proposed School of Arts institutdenrthe
auspices of the Lands Department were duly appointed. The project
appears to have been enthusiastically supported by the Adaminaby
community and a committee was established. Amongst those present
the first committee Bmoalhead) \YestnBel,
Rossiter, Allan, Lette, Cassidy, Freebody, Carter, Waddell, Blaxall, Be
Witts, Donaldson, Bates, Turner and McManus. Mr J. McManus was
unanimously voted President and a list of subscribers was drawn up.
committee was empoweretb raise funds, draw up plans, approve
tenders and undertake the day to day running of a future building.

A Bal l held in the Te mpirasingesent$]a
quickly followed by a wide variety of activities which included spasissd
dances, ping pong tournaments and games days (with pillow fights, ol
age pensioners, bottle of whiskey, sack and sulky races and pole vaul

Fundraising continued in earnest for the next two years and the
committee must have raised enough torsider building a hall. Minutes
of a meeting held on 21 January 1904 presided over by Mr J. Waddell
recorded that plans for the building of the School of Arts in wood were
submitted by Mr Witts. Plans and an estimate for a brick building were
also submittel but the committee decided on a wooden building.




Jan Leckstrom, who as Chairtbe Lake Eucumbene Chamber of Commerce was involved in the
refurbishment of the School of Arts Hall in 2007, has provided the following information gleaned

from CommitteeMinute Books about the second and permanent School of Arts building on Denison

Street in the oldoriginal) Adaminaby.

The original Board of Trustees moved slowly but eventually was grant
some land and a building was acquired. This temporary arrangement,
which took several years to achieve, was deemed unsuitabledy th
townsfolk who agitated for a building that would better suit their own
very specific local requirements. Subsequently, at the Annual General
Meeting of 25 July 1908, the trustees organized the election of a Hall
Commi ttee, to whi c lelMarinnWasnongnatadado
duly elected. The Board of Trustees operated in tandem with this
Committee.

On 28 January 1911, Dr Ramsden, a local dignitary who had long bee
associated with the Hall Committee, laid the Foundation Stone of the r
School ofArts building. The stone was laid with a rosewood mallet and
£50 note was placed inside the stone.

LAYING FOUNDATION Srome ™
ScHo0r OFPARTS. ADAMINABY.

' Ry "»-_.> > _:h‘#.
}DAMINABY (Original) - Laying the Foundation for Adaminaby School of Arts,
>aturday January 28 1911, at 4pm. Photo Brayshaw Collection.
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From the minutes of a Special General Meeting of the Members of Adaminaby School of
Arts held on July 14, 1911:

Moved by Mr Sterrett sec by Mr Stewart that this meeting of Members of the &chdslat
Adaminaby specially convened for the purpose hereby affirms that it is desirable subject to

the provision of the Trustees of Schools of Arts Enabling Act 1902 to Mortgage the land

having a frontage of 66 feet @enison Street Adaminaby comgidlsin certificate of title

dated 19/5/10 registered Volume 2132 Folio 66 for the purpose of Borrowing a sum not LI
exceeding £450 for the purpose of Repayment of Debentures Building, Lighting, & -
Furnishing on account of the School of Arts and authorise thst@es to take all necessary

steps for effecting such Mortgage.

Carried Unanimously.

The strain on the Committee of endless fundraising, liaising with government
departments to set up the School of Arts and acquiring books for the lending
library is evident from the Minutes. The Chairmen, however, appear very
competent in running meetings with committee members who, at times, had v
strong opinions. Meetings were formally conducted with many motions being
amended, rescinded, voted on and finally adopted after complex debates. Ev¢
step of the developmentwcess was recorded from advertising for tenders in t
major NSW papers, the type of local timbers to be used in each part of the
building, how furnishings would be acquired, the dimensions and type of fabri
the stage curtain, and importantly, tothel ace ment of t he
outhouses which were not to be too close to the building. The investigative w
about the acquisition of major items was painstaking and delegated to numert
internal subcommittees, each of which was expected to refdoaick to the main
Committee within a very short timeframe.

Despite the many challenges, from the laying of the Foundation Stone the Sc|
of Arts building took just eight months to complete and the Committee held its
first meeting inthe new Hall on 1&ugust 1911.

Jan Lekstrom: from the Minute Books

The Buildingino Od 6 Adami naby:

Articles in the press of the day record numerous and various fundraising functions and attest

to how keen the townspeople were to supp new building for the School of ArfBhe

Fr ee man 6 §yddey 186000382) of 21 October 1909 reported that the ladies of the

town had organised O0A ball in aid of the Ada
although it poured both afternoondan ni g ht It was the most enjo
Similarly, a Bazaar that ran for three days in the West Hall in October 1910 and raised

£141.17.0 and a Fancy Dress Ball the next year featurBldeifManaro Mercury



The Minutes of the meeting of December 1910 record an amount of (*
£139.19.5 in the saving account and at the May 1910 mgethe

committee was informed that Messrs G. Mackay, J. Freebody and R.H

Rossiter had been approved by the Minister for Lands to be Trustees ¢

the Deeds of Land. 1

‘At the 25 July meeting, it was %
vacate the Schal of Arts premises by'5September. At the same meeting

it was moved that the plans be returned to Mr Mawson with the reques

to prepare specifications therefrom and return same by Monday Augus

8h—-only the two front rooms and

Terders for the building were received from Mr Mawson and Mr Ibbotst

the latter being the successful tenderer.
Ani ta Stewe

The anly reference to the fabric of the buildingn  Ani t a Sisthavtheotiginal not es
outside timber was to be OMountain Ash at fr
meetingon 10January,9 11 t o O Spr uc eredBtarsté be adodtheCh a mf
building instead of Mountain Ash Weatherboar
lining of 6 x ¥2 Tongue and Grove Pine
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Frontage

School of Arts
building

Old Adaminaby

The Manaro Mercury, an@ooma and Bombala Advertiser 8 September 1911 in an article
about the opening of the School of Arts hall detailed elements of the building.

6The building, with extras, will cost A788. ]
with acetylene gs. A reading room, 24 ft by 26 ft, a billiard room, 24 ft by 26 ft, spacious

hall 60 ft by 30 ft, stage 26ft by 14 ft 6 in, and two ante rooms. The stage is artistically fitted

with the necessary appointments, including a drop curtain. The supper roatadih the

basement is 50 ft by 30 ft with staircase down either side of the stage. There is already
installed a billiard table, a new Broadwood



The official Opening Ceremony of the School of Arts building took place apieSiber G
1911 O6under very pleasant circumstances. 'ﬁh
occasiond and a 6newly formed brass band p‘la
their way to the institution. Mr J.T. Delaney, representingSthiee Council, and supported

by Mr T. Clugston, Mr J.E. Freebody, Rev. J.F.C. Ashworth, Rev. Stewart, Mr A. |

Mc Keahnie and the Trustees, 6opened t he cer
making 6a neat and appr optheirsttuionsfiicelyc ho i n wh
opened, amid great applausebo. ﬁ|

o

6Fol l owing the opening, the grand ball, unde
and it may be stated thatwias one of the most brilliant functions ever held in the Manaro
districtdé. Wi th over 500 guests and the 061 ar

have had quite an initiation. Mentioned by Nobel Prize winning author Patrick White in his
firstnovel,06 Ha p py puldishédenyl@39, the auditorium floor incorporated a locally

mill ed mountain ash sprung dance fl oor. The
193031as an eighteeyearold jackaroo at Bolaro Station near Adaminaby, described

dance floor reverberating over his head as he sat in the supper room beneath.

A year |l ater in 1912 the institute had 100 n
dealing with the contractor of gbuoildingbwasi | di ngo
serving the community well. A report in tianaro Mercuryof 26 July on the Annual

General Meeting of the School of Arts details the problems the committee were still facing
securing a permanent | i cenc éaltératiansnweteimade Chi e f
to the supper room and stage by erecting fir
challenges are also set out in the article.



ADEAS in the Conmunity

The Buildingi n eawl Adami naby:
Moved to its new location in 1958, the fabric of thesrected hilding remained essentially

the same as the original hall but with the

storey building. Much of its original charm was retained with spacious rooms, a magnificent
timber floor, generous stage and a qutaaket trapdoor.

Inside Ticket Box Outside

Because of size, the building was movedewneral sections. The auditorium floor which
incorporates a lovely locally milled sprung timber dance floor was cut in half and
rejoined with pine planks which are still clearly visible today.

When relocated the two historic billiard tables because oftlseze and weight were
moved into the billiard room before the outside wall was fitted. Sadly no one knows
what happened to the original foundation stone and nothing has ever been heard of
£50 note that had been ‘' pl aloiesdewilopation the
Hall became a singigtorey structure, with the supper room now being to one side of
the auditorium. One of its walls that originally had backed onto the side of the hill w
given a 1950s cream brick facade and now forms ortkeofront walls facing the road.
A new kitchen was attached to the other side of the supper room which was probab
an old Snowy Hydro hut cut in half and joined together lengthwise. The kitchen feat:
a large historic cast iron wood stove that was dted at the time of the rave by a hotel
in the old town.

Jan Leckstrém writing about relocation of the School of Art&ding in the new Adaminaby.

The dance floor:
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Commemoration:

Leigh Stewart is owner of Stewarts Gallery in Adaminahy lass an extensive collection of
historic photos and newspaper clippings of the original township. He is grandson to one of
the founding members of the Sdhof Arts hall, Mr T. StewartLeigh Stewart remembers

the Honour Rolls for both World Wakeing bcated underneatind attached to the side of

the verandah near the entrance to the Hall in its original location. He said tleegiways
visible to the public.

When the building was moved to the new site, the Honour Rolls had to wait for a new homea

At the time of the move the RSL SBkanch was allocated its own building oppesite Hall.
In 1976 the marble honour rolls were moved to a purpose built stand on the lawn in front
the Hall. At the same time because of increasing costs and decreasing membership, the
Branch had to relinquish its property and the hall area of$icdool of Arts building became
the central point for the Adaminaby Anzac Day and Remembrance Day ceremonies. Sin
the building has been known as the Adaminaby School of Arts and Memorial Hall and thé
Sub Branch holds its meetings in the meetiogm.

Bill Fogarty, Secretary/Treasurof the Adaminaby SuBranch of the RSL

Below:
Honour Rolls for the
AdaminabyDistrict

Located now in the area in
front of the School of Arts
and Memorial Hall.

Left: Detail of the 1939
1945 Honour Roll
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“In 2012 the Honour Rolls of WW1 and WW?2 from the deconsecratizaninaby Uniting
Church were pl ace.dBllFogartyt he Hal I "

woNOUR RoLL

ADAMINABY

GSRVTERIAN Chyy),
ADAMINATY

*

ReLL er e

Stage Curtain:

Unveiled by the Governor of New South Wales at a cerernariylonday 1May 2004, a

feature of the Adaminaby School of Arts avidmorialHall is its unique handcrafted stage
curtain. The curtain was designed by local artists arfst@derers and took two and a half
years to complete. It was a collaborative community project and was worked by 85 men and
women along with 31 school children. Their ages ranged from 5 to 85 years and volunteers
represented 12 different countries reflegtthe diversity of people who came to the

snowfields to work on the Snowy Mountain scheme and stayed to make Adaminaby their
home. Incorporating every type of craft to get the desired effecturtain depicts both the

old and new Adaminaby townships.

Image www.visitadaminaby.com.au

Uses:

For over a hundred years, the School of ArtsliedhorialHall has provided a venue for a

great many events including balls, lectures, meetings, bazaars, craft shows, plays, concerts,
films and currently is available for weddings, private functions, art shows, performances and
meetings.
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Over the decades, the 6L deMaharoMearcuryr&ealarle r a l
listed activities held at the School of Arts:

1 October 1907 Mr Clouston will be publicly welcomed at a conversazione in the
School of Arts where he will deliver one of his popular lecturettes.

1 March 1910 Rev. Robert Hammahdelivered an address on the subject of Mission
Work.

1 April 1954 A meeting held on 18 April raiseifl03 for Spastics for the building of a
centr al host el being built in Frenchoés Fo

Untitled photo of a meeting in the hall,
possibly at the end of WWII

TheAlbury Banner andVodonga Expressn 13 December 1912ported a political address

by a Mr Carroll that resulted in seemwal me n
joining the Liberal Partyod. He continued wit
0A successful picture entertainment was g

noticed four of the police were present, and as these august guardians of the public
morals did not interfere, | take it that everything went off in proper form. By the bye,
would it not be an improvement if our sagacious rulers appointed a few ecclesiastical
gentl emen or school masters to be present

As early as 1915he School of Arts Committee was awarding yearly scholarships to
Adaminaby, Gourodee, Kyloe and Hollymount Schools.

11



Billiards was a popular pastime for
many members and mentioned ofte
at Committee Meetings.

Prior to the building of the Hall
acquiring a billiard table was of
top priority. On 8 November
1909, the motion was proposed
by Mr Bolton, seconded by Mr
Martin “that t|
purchased on Terms to be
arranged with |
TheBilliard Rom was a hub of
activity, providing a diversion
and great entertainment for the
members Its proper operation
was of paamount importance to
the Hall @mmittee of 1911 and
at its meeting of ctober a
motion was moved by Dr Lavery
seconded by Mr Stewart and 0123-45678-910-11-12-13-14 15-316-17-18-19-20
c a r rthatehe cohtrol of the | 0-20 - 40 s0- 30" loomO-2O-—an T O
billiard room be vested in the
School of Arts Committee and
that a Billiard Club be formed,

and the privileges of the Tabley The ¢ omme nt a tisariclednRheMataioc & i n
open to all members of the Mercury, and Cooma anBombala Advertiseon

Shool of Arts without further Friday, 10 February 1922 noted:
subscription.’
table was purchased. The Local School of Arts recently purchased a second
billiard table, but either from want of funds or

Jan Leckstr°més n| energy, same still remains a dismantled wreck.

e -

- |

Noisy and unruly behavior by some of the members, particularly amongst the billiards and

card players, is recorded on a number of occasions in minutes of meetings over the decades.
Leigh Stewart remembers that in 1945 when he got his first job at the AdanTiakephone
Exchange, prior to starting work at 10pm, he
shift finished at 8. 00 am. He remembers as t
and the behavior of a few of the members was an issue oércofor some community

me mber s 6.

The Library and Reading Room formed an integral part of the School of Arts activities. By

July 1916, the Library had over 1000 volumes and kept aon-date supply of newspapers

and periodicals. Minutes in 1917 recordth 6t he Li brari ans were kep
books were kept and nearly everymeesngw expendi ture for new boc

However, si x yeaManarbEdrcarygand CoBmaandiBambalai n t h e
Advertiseron Friday 10 February 1922 commented:tha
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6The Library of this institution is veuxy
better served if this had been reorganized and stocked with new books with the money |

A

lyingidlei n t he unused billiard table.

Minutes from the meeting of 11 April, 1947 record discussions about buying b |
for the Library and when it ceased to operate in the i’ 0s, the Reading Roor
had ‘cabinets and caasaysoft hlmaooke'l d 1 .
table, and the original shelves were removed from the building and it is not kn ﬁl

what became of them.
Antal ewart 6s

Over the years, the School of Artsilding was used by a variety of organisations for
meetings, including the Hospital Committee in the 1@t8ithe Railway Institute in 1920
when planning the extension of railway lines from Cooma to Adaminaby.

Anita Stewart 6s notoéAtmeatingsrcoveriaparidde®fos yedrs, Sc ho o
from the first meeting in 1902 to 3 March 1967. They sketch the highs and occasional lows

of the institution and paint a picture of an energetic and motivated community who generally
were supportive of theirchool of Arts institute.

Currently:

Since November 2006, the Adaminaby School of Arts Hall Management Comhaitiee
managed the datp-day operation of the hall. The Committee, appointed by the local Council
from nominations received from the communiyrésponsible for the regular use of the hall,
oneoff hiring, maintenance and minor redevelopment. Members provide a community link to
assist Council staff in consulting with the community about management plans and future
development. The Hall is locatesh Crown Land and is managed by the local Council which

in turn delegates authority to the local Committee under power in sectiori 8E5NSW

Local Government Act.

“ Al of the Minute books starting in
from 1 July 1976. On 17 April 1975 a special meeting was held in the Hall when the
Trustees of the Department of Lands requested the Snowy River Sbuncil take over
the management of the School of Arts and Memorial Hall. The reasons given were
the cost of running such a large public building plus its infrastructure costs were toc
onerous for a town that by that time had only a few hundredkzeibs. Since that date
there’ s always been a group of concer
management and kept an eye on its state of repair. In 1988 a grant was received fr
the BiCentenary Fund to renovate the building and in the [E®0s the building was
heritage listed as an item of community interest. At this time, it was again in need o
repair and another grant was obtained from the Centenary of Federation Funds anc
further refurbishment work was carried otte

Jan Leckstrom, one of the seven members of the Manag€&€uoamittee
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