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NEWSLETTER 
 

 

 

 
Worcester Porcelain with Royal 

Connections 
We have now finalized the topic for our October lecture 
which will be given by Harry Frost.  Harry descends from a 
long line of West Country potters dating back to the 17

th
 

century and has spent over 25 
years with Royal Worcester.  His 
unrivalled knowledge of his subject 
draws on both his own unique 
experience of working with relevant 

archives, and his years of working with the craftspeople of the 
Royal Worcester factory.   

Since the 1770s the Worcester factory has been producing 
porcelain for the British Royal family. His slides will include 
some of the finest banqueting services ever produced.  

 
This sumptuous porcelain for 
grand state occasions is quite 
breathtaking and aided by 
numerous detailed close-ups. 
The skill and artistry of the 
Worcester craftspeople will be  

 

seen at its highest level.  We will 
also see slides of ornamental 
items and presentation pieces, 
including those manufactured for 
the marriage of Queen Elizabeth 
II in 1947. 

 

May 2008 

 

FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Filling out surveys is a hazard of modern life.  It is time consuming and can seem 
tokenistic, if not quite futile.  Some of you probably filled in the form on the back of our 
subscription renewal form with at least a tinge of cynicism.  Let me assure you that your 
input is the basis of the Committeeôs planning for the two years that follow.  As you read 
on, you will find that our Special Activities are being designed to meet your strongly 
expressed enthusiasm for a garden tour and a film night.  Your interest in music and 
hearing more from Australian lecturers stimulated not only the marvelous lecture by 
Sarah Lenton in February, but will guide our other Special Activities and confirm the 
continuation of the 9

th
 lecture inaugurated this year.  This will be presented by an 

Australian lecturer. 
 
Another source of ideas and practical guidance is meeting with ADFAS societies from 
around Australia at the workshops that precede the two meetings of the Council of the 
national Association of ADFAS that happen in March and September each year.  Vice-
Chair Helen Campbell and I attended one of these meetings last month and learnt much. 
 
We hope you will find interest and pleasure in the results. 

 

SUSAN STRATIGOS 
Chair 
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Barry Venning 

 
Rosamund Bartlett 

 

2008 Calendar  
 

Monday  LECTURE 
19 MAY  Rosamund BARTLETT  

 The culture of  
 imperial Russia 
 

Monday  LECTURE 
16 JUN Stuart READ   

 Spanish garden history: managing change, 
lessons for drying southern Australia  

 

Monday  LECTURE 
7  JULY Barry VENNING  

 Charles Saatchi  
 ð a modern Medici? 

 

Monday  LECTURE 
11 AUG Sue ROLLIN  

 Early travellers at Petra  

Sunday An AFTERNOON  
7 SEPT with Vivien HEFFERNAN   
 Women as painters from the 16th 

century to the 20th century  

 

Monday  LECTURE 
8 SEPT Vivien HEFFERNAN  
 Murderers, magicians, madmen and 

monarchs: Shakespeare through artistsõ 
eyes 

 

Monday  LECTURE 
20 OCT Harry FROST  
 Worcester porcelain with  royal 

connections 

 

Wednesday AGM and Christmas Drinks  
17 DEC The Commonwealth Club , Yarralumla  

 
 

Forthcoming Events 

 

Garden Tour 
In our survey of members late last year we asked for your views about various extra activities.  The 
response in favour of a garden tour was overwhelming so weôre organizing a bus trip to the Southern 
Highlands in spring where weôre planning to visit The Burrows garden and gallery in Canyonleigh, a 
contemporary garden in Bowral, then either Red Cow Farm, an old and expanding garden, or Moidart, a 
superb Edwardian garden and nursery.  The date is yet to be confirmed but is likely to be a Saturday or 
Sunday in mid- November.  As they say ï watch this space!! 

 

Film night 
Another very popular suggestion in our survey was a film night.   We have a classic film which you will all 
enjoy in mind and we are now working on finding the right venue and putting together the details of a fine 
evening entertainment for you.   More details soon. 
 

Church Recording  
At our 2007 AGM, late last year, Charlotte Nattey spoke about a proposal to begin a church recording 
project at St Johnôs Anglican Church, Reid.  ADFAS Canberra and the Friends of St Johnôs will work in 
partnership on the project with both organizations providing volunteers and funding.  

 
The next step is for the volunteers to be armed with the requisite manuals 
and measuring equipment and the recording will commence.  Their first 
meeting is on Tuesday 6

th
 May and project coordinator Gini Hole will soon be 

in touch with those who have already registered their interest in participating.  
If you would like to offer assistance, please contact Gini on 6295 9506 or 
ginfly@iimetro.com.au. 
 
A roster for recording will be developed and work will begin. When the actual 
recording is completed, the records will be edited and a handsome book 
produced. Two copies will be presented to the Church, one will be deposited 
with the National Library of Australia and one presented to the Association of 
ADFAS, which will give it into the safekeeping of the Royal Australian 
Historical Society.




